










I 


I 


XpOSTLESHIP of PRAYER, BESCH1 COLLEGE. 


DINDIGUL 



Christian 


Marriage 


♦ 

1 

$ 

f 

$ 

♦ 


s£h 3<<S- Q>- 5J-c^5}*-^o 

V 

£ 

f 

it 

£ 


ft 

* 

£ 

$ 


M? 

* 


$ 

§ 

ft* 

ft 

f 

ft 

ft 

ft 

t 

§ 


ft 

♦ 

<S 

I 

ft 

ft 

ft 

§ 


« 

§ 

« 

ft 

ft 

ft 

# 

♦ 

# 

I 

ft 

f 

t 

& 

> 

t/. 

[/; 

I t 

i 'I 
j i ,- 

) /{I 

W - /jj fc 5- ^ C ® f " 


0 0 JESUS, through the Immaculate Heart of Kary, 

1 offer Thee my life Just as It is, vitli its 


handicaps and weakness, its past mistakes and 


failures, its talents and abilities, its Joys 


and pleasures, its trials and sufferings. 


I offer Thee all that happens this day, together 


vjith oil my thoughts, voids and actions, in 


reparation for sin and for the conversion of 


sinners' 5 . 


a very humble offering 
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'^li c V/& tb&t tk<« tilings or xby gi’C-tc^t YCluO OTc glVCO 

l V^f < 

^ i-ra.ce and sjan&sgo in cp/> or ti^csc. in tho eontcmporory >orld# 
^lillzm T^s^Xs said, ^he world as wo lit? in, 3o likn a chop-window 
^jihioh site vdiMtWi&jiibv p«ro oo has got in uvarnij&fc shifted oil 


, j US Wwv)^ ie/j M>at the cheap things h?Jt* the high price 

j if ^ Cvt1 ^ ^ 7,e - ca ^7 P-irutf^A® things ^re prises Iru#* And tho 
I J&tff Teaipl ft went on oiiy, s vg have X't ourrulves bo taker, 

i y y ‘ Pm/c mr.cteigft is % divine institution# It refuses to reveal its 

, <f ?. 


•’ * 6r 


pu&p&n&s OT %'l& v<rue value except when it is seen free, the 
if jini of: <riov Cf Cxo^.’v^f^nstituted it# 

Marriage b as aj,w$jrs delighted the intellectually curious# For 

r> 

a long time, its appeal was primarily to lovers of the exotic# £cx, 
raairiage and family relationships ere among the fundamental facts of 


human life# They are concerned with some of the most profound 
experiences of human nature; - their joys and sorrows, problems and 
difficulties are universal# In every generation men and women, young 
or old, meet with the same perplexities, face the sane emotional 
crises, learn by the samo sweet or bitter experience# 

Marriage and the family are much older than the Church and in 


point of fact they are as old as old as human nature# They are 


amongst the greatest gifts of God to mankind# According to 


t'estcrmarcfc. 


»?As for the origin of the institution of marriage, I think, it has 
most probably developed out of a primeval habit. 13 

In the God-ordained way of life, Christian marriage is the 
simplest, most profound, most beautiful and most powerful j.oc u in 
Christian life. God created Ris human children not as a formless 
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-solated individuals but as social beings. They wore to 
p3 "bound to one another b y various ties and relationships which \-ouH 
■v lead t0 organised groups or societies with the status of a tore! 

tt 

Person* - 1 Church’s moral law stresses nan’s social responsibilities. 
Rather* as St, Paul says* marriage n ic a groat sacrament • Because 

it is divinely instituted. 

Marriage in today’s world has* its special problems, Tho right 
or wrong solution to them will bring a blessing or & curse to all 
mankind, Modem man* who has sue ceded in lifting the veil more and 
more from the hidden face of nature* believed that ho could dispose 
of marriage as systematically as he solves a problem in mathematics, 
The results have proved that this is not possible, Marriage is not 
of human origin but it is considered to be a divinely instituted 
institution, 

I had the proud privilego of meeting quite a good number of 
Christians in and around Ajmer with the paramount aim of finding cut 
the most significant* glaring and cogent facts in connection with the 

t 

’’Institution of Marriage among Ghristians” more specially because I 
was preparing the paper entitled p IHDl£R SOCIAL RISTITUTICFS’’ last 
year but due to vary short span of time at my disposal coupled with 
my unscientific and unsystematic approach* I could not achieve ny 
aim and besides having found some of the sources of information 
boing reticent in this respect, I fimLy up decided to make a 
systematic and scientific study of the subject in a dispassionate 
manner and in humbly submitting this thesis, my dream has come true 
and the decision has been implemented into practice. The reticent 
attitude of the people has bssn based upon a sense of inadequacy in 
a' . dealing with the delicate subject like scj» and marriage “ whxngs *-u 

w | J 





Christian 


£&>.&» 


Marriage & 

®»Ss><C>»jr. stSSr* tv;, ^.(y. ty ty, 


I _ - '* cred " ^ is --i" 3 frequently ECC3r.pD.nie '3 lr-v the 

| -p* ln S ^at the? do not know what to cay or hov to say it - ar.d er. 

| .albarrassncnt which has cloaked the v:bolc subject xrith the xxcr.g kind 

| f myctry. 

a f 

* 1 I consider it a natter of privilege for ns to do ficid-vrork cr 

| sch a genuinely significant institution* I have* therefore, submitted 

f 1 > 3is WI & humbly with the paramount hope tbet it will erlirhtsn 

t /. 

^ {■hs people to the hilt on this issue and vdll eliminate their misgivings, 

4 

& ^yp ec It Is the net result based on the cogent and glaring facts 

«■ 

t W)vn during the course of the field-work. This will enable the concerned 
§ 

f >eople to see things with a naked eye instead of a coloured glass, cs 

I O 

a 

a as the subject natter under review is concerned* 

J 

| xiVery institution has its oral specialities and significance* 

| Sen orally, though the institutions in every society have common end 

I 

$ definite aims, yet they have different structures and methods of 
§ 

| operations or working in different societies, the reason being that 

0 

& 

| they have differences ir» religion, concept and philosophy* T!i 9 working 

$ 

ft of an institution is immensely affected by the geographical 
$ 

| environment and its view point. Besides, political end social of 

g. 

| that specific field, geographical area also do effect a lot cn the 
& 

^ institution* In view of these cogent facts, it would not be incorrect 
S’ 

? if we study the historical?, background, situation and geographical 
& 

> environment of the institution of the marriage under review, on the 

) 

| basis of x:hich the study of the past and present should be based. 

\ As a humble student of Sociology, ny paranount aim and object 

1 have been to ventilate as to how far the institution of marriage among 

; 1 the Christians in Ajmer has teen influenced in this greatly cor.plezed 

' society end in this modem xrorld of the scientific a^e \3ien the social 
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| change is operating so Tepidly, 

«> 

$ 2 cm deeply indebted to Prof, 14,1-1, Luvania, Bopartnsnt of 

S j 

^ Sociology,, for his able and expert direction and supervision in this 

9 

4 fipld-vork, He has guided me from. time to time in connection with 

f I 

j| schedules and methodology and it is only duo to his keen interest in 

^ nw field-work that I have been able to submit this thesis irithin the 

fc ! 

| sjjecificd time • Similarly, Prof, A»E, Gupta, Department of 

| Sociology t has given valuable suggestions from time to tine and has 
<s | 

9 guided me in conducting this field-ticrl: in the right earnest, Hy 


S’heciel thanks are due to Hr, and Mrs, Augustine Fernandes who have so 


§ Spindly permitted me to display their wedding photos in this thesis, I 

f ' 

| i fa also grateful to all ny informants who had been very co-operative 
l land thus facilitated my field-work, I an specially grateful to 


; :ir« Philip J, Rocha and other colleagues who have helped me from tine 
to time in completing the work within the stipulated time limit. 


(Ramesh Chandra Sinha ) 

/ 

Student of 11, A. (Final) (Sociology) 

j 

Dayanand College , Ajmer, 


m 

'J ’1 Dated the 1st Feb., 1961. 
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According to lav marriage is 'the voluntary uaicr. of one nan vith « 


one woman for life to the exclusion of all others’. This is God’s 
law of marriage for all Hie people, irrespective of their roll clous 
convictions# There is gresit dignity of chaste wedlock# Gcd ordained 
it in a special manner as the principle ar.d foundation of domestic 
society and therefore of all human intercourse* and Jesus restored it 
to the original purity of its divine institution# ’ Christian marriage 
is tho simplest* most profound* most beautiful and most powerful fact 
in Christian life# It is something to which responsible young men 
and women should look forward as the greatest event in their lives. 

According to the Christian ’s philosophy alco marriage is a 
permanent* life-long union between a man and a woman in order to 

t 

safeguard tho security of the family# Hence tho insistence upon the 
monogamous nature of marriage* tho twain becoming one flesh, living 
a common life and sharing the came interests which are bound up vith 
the well-being of the family. It is important to note that all this 
is represented in the Eiblo as being part of God’s creative purpose 
^•and^tborefore, completely ccmptible with a state of holiness. 
Resides, the whole process of creation comes from Gcd and therefore 
aust bo xcholly good# One cannot deny that some of the foundation - 
/ttys of Christian religion - an eng which is a clear-cut conception 
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sclrriage and the family os part of God’s creative purpose of mankind $ 


is completely compatible xath holiness .and can only bo fully 
■Jzed through love - constitute a vital part of the holy Bible# 

t 

kerns that taking the Bible as the progressive revelation of God 
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$ in His dealings with men, it is possible to build uo. on scri otural 

f 

| authority, a positive and specifically Christian conception of cc n, 

jlL 

$ marriage and family life which should govern the most intimate human 

« 

f relationships among tbs Christians. The creative urge, implanted by 

J God through the se>c instinct, only finds its complete fulfilment in 

& 

£ the family and as such sex relationship outside marriage constitute 

& 

® fornication for both the man and tbs woman, Karriage is, therefore, 

*o 

£ 

$ necessary for the security and happiness of the family and the onlv true 

♦ 

§ basis for both marriage and the family is that never-failing love vhich 

f 

| bears, believes, hopes and endures all things, This is the natural lei? 

$ 

| at the highest level, given by God and re-emphasised by Christ an 
* 

f containing the highest possible teaching on the foundations of Christian 
a 

| marriage and family life. V'e way euote teachings of Lord Christ in 

1 

| the Holy Bible v:b5.ch bear eloquent. testimony to thiru 

| Christ sternly insisted that marriage must be the permanent 

» 

$ union - of one man end one woman, the Profound surrender of woman to 
& 

| man, to be the mother of his children even at the cost of intense 
6 

l suffering and surely life-long solicitude, the mutual sacred vow of 

} 

$ life-long fidelity and devoted love. Considering all this, it is 

x ' clear that the wedded life is meant to be something far more serious 

r 

a and snored than a rcero romantic adventure as substanticated on the basis 


n W*l 


of opyi 
and thre 


jSt 


activity 

j 

sustaini, 


ion of all informants. To fulfil ihoir t.cv duties to God, to 


X world, 

l 


ther, to their children and to human society, husband and 'wife 
|ve need of special and abundant graces - the graces which Christ 
|3hed to give them through the Sacrament of ISatrimony, 

The essential purpose of marriage is the procreation and proper 

[ i 

[Lon of the; children and at the same time mutually to assist and 
aent one another heoause it is considered that by marriage man 
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Marriage 

becomes core folly & nan and woman core folly a women . 

The Biblical teaching on marriage is plain cr.d clear. If it ic 
anything, it is not a concession to human weakness, nor is the married 
vay of Christian life less ’pure 1 or 'spiritual' than the unmarried. Dr. 
Sidney Cave has said, ‘Marriage is an order of Creation; and in Christian 
marriage eros nay pass into agape, natural love into that love which has 
learnt from Christ's love how to forgive, and ^:hioh partakes already of 
the love which is eternal # G 

To quote Sail Brunner, °tlie true nature of marriage ic only 
disclosed to faith* It is not presumptuous and it is not dogmatic to 
speak of 'Christian marriage* as the truest fora of marriage, not only 
in the sense that marriage is most perfectly realized within the sphere 
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of Christianity, but also in the sense that bere both its significance and I 

ft 

its nature have been more clearly perceived* And this connection with the 9 

ft 

Christian faith is more necessaxy than ever to day... for arid rationalism | 

« 
to 

$ 
* 
ft 
§ 
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is entirely unable to perceive the meaning of marriage or of itself, to 
solve the problems of marriage® • 

Like the Hindu marriage, the Christian marriage is sacrament 
and as such the relations between the marrying parties are of a 
sacramental character as may be substantiated on the basis of opinion 
of all informants. The Christian Church has always held that the 
universal institution of marriage has central place in God's purpose 
for all human life. Marriage is done as per the sacred will of God 
f and thre ugh procreation, the married couples share in the creative 
activity of God, while in the nature of children they reflect Ilis 
sustaining power. 

T oday the Christian religion has spread in all corners of the 
world, /in one breadth, the number of the followers of Lord Christ is 
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increasing by advocating high ideals and chilicophy of the religion 
and in the other breadth, these ideals and philosophies are bein^ 

sacrificed at the altar of the western civilisation. Duo tc groat 
impact of Ucstem culture and civilisation, the Christian society io 
experiencing a change in approach towards the sacred institution of 
marriage, TJie marital rites, selection of the life-partner, advened 
age of marriage-parties, the idea of remaining unmarried besides tk? 
issue of divorce have been found to be changed considerably. Besides, 
of late it has been noted with l:esn interest that the marriageable age 
has gone very 7'^.gh and the intention of Training unmarried tliroughout 


<? 

4 

life has resulted in the spinstsrhood of boys ar.d girls, as substantiated t 

§ 

in subsequent chapters. During ny field work I found that there are 

$ 

seven cases ( 5 men and P. women ) who were though over 40 yrs, of age, 4 

f 

yet they have net married and nor they intend to marry, This obviously f 


tent amounts to challenging nature and trying to diminato the 

> o 

institutions of marriage and the family. 


'J 

$ 


Today* the Christian religion has got the sanction, both of law f 

ft 

and the public* According to the information gathered from the Churches | 

$ 

in Ajmer, there arc 1044 families of the Christians comprising of 4702 # 

meabors. There are five Churches in Ajmer - one belonging to Honcn 


f 

§ 
* 

tlieOp Christians are the followers of the Christian religion, yet it § 


Catholics and the remaining four belonging to Protestants, Though 


J 


) 


has bejen authentically concluded after my field work that they are 
highly influenced and affected by the Hindu customs and mores. 
Their behaviour! s t ic pattern, language, customs, dresses etc - 

y 

ereluc.ing that part of their lives which ic exclusively and fully 
based tJon the philosophy of the Holy Bible - bear crystal clear 
impression of the Hindu culture and civilisation • Though their 
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marriages are celebrated ar.d finalised in the Churches according to 
Christian religion vet various customs and ceremonies like engagement 
ceremony, presentation of a ccconut and a rupee-coin at the time of 
engagement ceremony, ■plthi* ceremony etc. etc. arc very much similar 
to those in Hindu marriage, 

I had therefore, keen desire to study ell spheres of the life 
of the Christians in the minutest details hut due to sheer lack of time, 

I have- preferred to de-limit my field- vork to the universal, significant, 
interesting and important institution of marriage umo > g the Christians 
in Ajmer. 

The City of Ajmer has great religious, social, historical ar.d 
political, importance end is at a distance of 82 miles towards north-vest 
of Jaipur, the capital of the State of Rajasthan . It is a matter of 

vitul significance to view that the Christians in Ajmer have greater 

* ■» 

chances of having social interactions with people of other religious 
sects as Hinduism, Muslims, Jainism, Sikhism are in operation or in 
vogue in Ajmer and undoubtedly the Christian religion should influence 
or be influenced by these religions • 

ARIA OF 3? 03£ 

H.D. Bally of any given probl&i can bo done from the facts 

that particular problem. For the collection of these 
ktrcnely essential to do field work in the specified area, 
area of cur study is so large that ve arc to select a part 


conneois a la] 
facts, .. soie.^1 
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o£ that* ! for cur study and the p&rl so selected should he representative 

/4. 


of the adj&rc area cf study. I found -chat it was not very difficult 


tO GKplC 
tine gr; 
Thesis. 


aa 


i the Christian society in Ajmer city within the reasonable 
ed by the University authorities for the submission of this 
ijncr city is veil famous for its religious, historical ar.d 
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ft 

| social importance. Every year two extremely significant fa^rc ere hKLd 

f 

§ an Ajmer • One Fushkar fair is bold in Fcv enter ( on suspicious davr ) 

| when an exodus of laths of pilgrims 7 isit Ajm-r. Similarly, exodus of 

$ 

9 pilgrims visit Ajmer during Khwaja Urs Fair in ticccmbsr ( or. auspicious 
v 

f ’ days based on the visibility of liocn ) and the influence cf such eloborato 

w 

| fairs on the citizens cf Ajmer city cannot be under-estimated. Fe sides, 

© 

f the historical and political importance of Ajmer has found place in 

9? 

ft 

$ world-renowned bocks on such subjects and it may be capitulated here that 

• 

*& Ajmer was the capital ct the erstvciile Ajmer State before its merger vdth 

t 

| the Hajasthan State of the present time. The Christians in Ajner are 
# 

f conspicuously residing in areas known as Christian Gunj, Civil Lines, 

© 

f Asha Gunj, Pal Bisla and Kaiser gunj ( ne?r Cathedral, the Roman Catholic 

ft 

| Church ) besides the locality near Govt. Secretariat near Dauiat Bagh, 

9 

$ /H these localities are having very good reputation and favourable 

9 

^ sanitary conditions are prevailing therein. The Christians living in 

I 

f these localities are surrounded by mostly Hindu nephbourers end as such 
9 very frequent and influential meetings among them arc held which undoubtedly 
§ leave lasting im.prssG5.ons upon their minds about each other. 

9 

9 Miff HOD OF ST TOY 

9 

| R*D. Balsac is of the view that marriage ic a science and 

$ 

§ family is a laboratory where the experiments of marriage are done. As 
& 

9 a social scientist, our approach of studying the given subject must be 

a 

| with the (scientific spirit. Vhile doing the field work, we need 
» objectivity, which means our willingness and ability to examine the 

9 ] 

| evidence rdispac- siona tely • To facilitate the study within the specified 

© 

& tine. I have adopted scientific methods which are generally availed 

I 

§ of by the social scientists. 


# 1 ^ 




<C»c83 *9 c&>=<3j^3> <8 «=©c©}'^c8 Jrf &e8 :c! B- t ® 5r,: B t 8 3 '^ eg **B3c8-r>fpcQ'r^c8:«*{j , d? 




Christian 


t 




* 

¥ 

ft 

¥ 

« 

¥ 

# 

$ 

# 

t 

¥ 

§ 

# 

ft 

ft 

♦ 

* 

♦ 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

« 

¥ 

« 

¥ 

ft 

t 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

t 

ft 

¥ 

§ 

¥ 

# 

¥ 

« 

t 

« 

¥ 

ft 


# 

* 


Marriage 1 3 

The following methods ere generally used in the study of 
social aspects :- 


ft 

♦ 

* 


ft 

ft 

f 

ft 


1* Observation method* 

B* Schedule method* 

5 * Interview method* 

4 * Questionnaire method* 

5 * Case study method* 

6* Sampling method* 

It was obviously not only difficult hut impossible to use oil 
these methods but keeping in view the working of all these methods, the 
following methods have been availed of by me in my field work* 

1. OBSSftT/fflOfr HSTKOD 

Observation is a deliberate study through the eye and it may 
be used as one of the methods for scrutinising collective behaviour end 
complex social instituions as well as the separate units composing c 
totality* Besides, science begins with observation and must ultimately 
return to observation for its final validation* Observation can fairly 
be called the classic method of scientific enquiry* In the strict sense. 
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* 


observation implies the use of the eyes rather than of the ears and the ft 

voice* I xras fortunately a participant observer, as I attended a ¥ 

l & 

marriage of Mr* Kichael Brown and Hiss Sally Sdmonds as a guest on j 

§ 

•’di January, 1931 and very minutely observed all the marital rites ’with <p 

a so ft 

to gain complete and exhaustive knowledge* The most enlightenning ¥ 

with the • 

ork has been carried out by means of a far more intimate and 
objective 

\ set of relationship between the investigator and the 
evidence N. ^ . $ 

namely the participant observation technique which I $ 

time, I J " ’ ft 

, to y, it tage. The reason for using this method/ all concerned ¥ 


ft 


of by th 


I * 

ation c'rgenebe got, study of actual and unaffc-cte 0 f time* ”ith a f 

‘ 9r 
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be done* 

(2) SCHTiPULlS 1S5TKQD 

Besides, participant observation method, I have olco used 
schedule method* Schedule represents a formal method for securing foots 
with objectivity * Schedule is the nano usually applies to a sot of 


* 

a 

$ 

Cc 

f 

ft 

f 

* 

ft 

f 

«■ 

e 

ft 

e 


questions which are ashed and filled in by an interviewer in a faco-to-fac'* & 

ft 

situation with another person* A schedule comprising of corcomed questioner 

ft 

was prepared after pre-testation and a21 ny informants were approached by 


me personally mien those questions were ached and replies obtained. 

Then the schedules were filled up by me and subsequently the quantitative 
assessment of the views obtained was made* The reason for using schedule 
method was that I could get concrete and true informations and clear and 
real answers of the questions could be got* The schedule method enabled 
me to establish primary relations - face to face relations - with the 
informants which helped me to get true informations. Besides, the 
schedule is a device for isolating one element at a time and thus 
intensify Our observation of it. For certain reasons, 1 did not use 
questionnaire or any other method as the methods I have used were found 
most suitable to achieve the purpose within the stipulated short span of 
time* The questionnaire is a set of questions to bo answered by the 
informant without the personal aid of an investigator or enumerator and 
is filled out by the informant himself/herself . There vac genuine 
possibility that there would have not any response to my questionnaires 
from the informants, they being away from home or might have forgotten 
about them or they were reluctant to fill up them* 

(S) SAMPLING METHOD 
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Obviously, it was not feasible or practicable to study all concerned ft 

ft 

people due to largeness of the area coupled with the lacl: of time* ”ith a ft 


ft 
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JX 

^ view to ssleot ny informants x:ith objectivity, I ho.ro ndoi-tcl Sapling 
ft 

t Method* A sample, as the name applies, is a waller representation of 

ft 

| a larger whole. It is a miniature picture or cross section of the entire 

a 

$ group or aggregate from which it is taken* There is hemogenity of 

f 

| universe, ray r.3 1 informants being Christians and as such the sample token 

V 

jx 

| by me is fully representative and the information obtained from the sample 
# 

ft must invariably apply on the entire bosogo: ious universe* The sice of a 

9 

| sample is no necessary insurance of its representativeness. Relatively 
# 

f small samples properly selected nay be much more reliable than large 
$ 

| samples poorly selected. With this intention and with a view to have 

9 

8 a sample which should be of adequate size, fully representative and free 

9 

| from bias, for the purpose of this field-work, I have taken 104 inf omenta 

f 

^ being 10 >j of the entire hoiaogenious universe. If I had taken less than 
ft 

9 10S informants, there was every possibility that feu informants only nay 

# 

^ not be adequately representative of the entire universe* Arid if more 

a 

$ informants than 10^ of the universe had been taken, I would not have been 

t 

f able to complete the work within the stipulated time limit. Keeping in 

9 

A 

q view all these factors and circumstances, I have taken 104 informants 

ft 

9 being 10£ of the entire universe as under 


S.Ho. Churches in Ajmer 


Total l:o. 
of 


Total lie, 
of 


1/iOtb 

sampling. 




families 

members. 


1. 

Roman Catholic Church 

342 

1621 

35 

2 • 

United Church of 
Northern India. 

171 

1026 

17 

5# 

Methodist Church. 

120 

752 

IS 

4. 

Church of Rngiand* 

501 

1201 

so 

C 

5. 

St.John’s Church. 

29 

102 

r* 

o 
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xi-/esy effort has been made that only one informant nay be 
selected fro?, one family so that varied views nay be possible to bo 
obtained and representation nay be adequate. Out cf 104 informants, 
there are 55 men and 51 women. They ranged from labourers to teachers, 
nurses* doctors and government servants. 

(a) R^DDM 3.\HPL3KG ICgPHQD a 

bith a view to select ny sample of informants* I approached the 

Church authorities and found out the total numbers of families ar.d 

members from the registers maintained by them for this purpose. From 

' '* * 

the lists of members of each Church, l0/> informants wore selected by 
random sampling method ( irregular marking system* leaving first and th 


# 

$ 

« 

9 

# 

9 

« 

9 

v 

9 

fe 

§ 


♦ 

♦ 

$ 

9 

s 

$ 

* 

t 

$ 

$ 

«* 


« 

f 

e 

t 

$ 

f 

« 

f 

« 

* 

* 

« 

t 

* 

« 

9 

a 

♦ 

e 

t 


t 


T 

* 

f 

if 

f 

t 

# 

* 


«• 

# 

¥ 

$ 

a 

fr 

t 

* 

f 

$ 

«- 


f last in the list ) so that no item is given preference and the chance of | 

f 

selection of any or.e item is the same as that of any other. In this nay, # 

9 

every Church has been represented with a view to have adequate* unbiased ^ 

g 

and fully represented sample of the universe. As such* 104 informants have ^ 

v 

been taken which represent 1040 Christian fenil5.es in A^mer. They cons 9 

# 
& 

from all. walks of life and ranged from all professions end varied degrees | 

f 

of educational standards. Their educational standards and professional $ 

9 

standards are crystal clear from the following tables: 8 

"SUCATICT-IAL STH3ARDS $ 


Educational Standard. 

55 men 

Total Percentage 

SI 

Total 

vonen 

percentage. 

Illiterate 

s 

5.66/5 

S 

11.7C5 

Elementary and middle 

17 

32.08,1 

21 

41.18-1 

High school. 

26 

45.061 

23 

43.141 

College. 

7 

13.2C1 

r, 

3.921 

Total 

53 

ioor. 

* 

Oi- 

1C0£ 




EDUCATIONAL 


J - , 

h *i /j J ‘ J 
' - , /j ' , < 
/// / '/>: ' 4 
'jIO's., 


MEN. 


t!’ uM 

: 'i 'H/i 


STANDARD .-/) 

■ •„ * • ' 

" V/V 


WW'4 ^ - 

mrnim.. 


>Zs.08£ 


> ‘ Erfi 


s> 


■/> 


jMf- -. -- :w ^ w-j ; «. ; 

• :V?- fc '^20jfey. ' A- - ., '• • 

-''•■I '~ K uh . : 

-u •.{'» ■ •,<; ;} i j 

, • ■ • >/.r. .‘‘-‘V . •%' ’a - ' • ’• " ' 

i ' '•ju.ji v/.f^ , ) • 

-• l!i ‘ 


49*06£ 


Hi - 


M :V. 


WOKEN. 
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1. Illiterate. 

2. Elementaiy 
c Middle. 

3. High School 

4. College. 
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f From the above table, it is evident that cut of 55 nsn, 5.G3t con arc 
# 

| illiterate, 32.08,1 ^ve studied upto middle standard, *19»C€£ hare studied 

fi 

« “f*o Hi Sii School end IS. 201 have studied in college ( including B.A. 6 

§ 

| B.T. ). Similarly, out of 51 women, ll.73r, aro illiterate, 41.18 have 

| studied upto middle, 45.14 1 have studied upto High school rod 5.521 
$ 

$ have got college education ( i, -eluding B.A. & B.T, ). As such, vienc of 

^ all standards of non-educatod and educated men and women have be =n 

$ j 


obtained. 


FPOTBSSIKIAL TTinCRU-'T IC1 


Profession 

1. Govt, servants. 
Teachers, clerks, 
nurses. 

2. Labourers* 

o* Household work. 

4. Private cervices. 
5m Doctors. 

6. Others 


53 men 

Total Percentage 


51 women 

Total Percent a rre. 


54.72-; 

27 

52.34,1 

22.641 


- 


11 

21.571 

5.G61 

5 

s.esi 

7.55 £ 

1 

1 oo * 

J> # v Oc 

9.451 

o 

17.C51 


Total 


10 % 


As such, my informants range from govt, servants, to teachers, 
cj-erks, nurses, labourers, hcuseaoxd, workers, doctor «-> OvC. ai.d «»v cy 
are representative to a veiy reason-able extent to the whole Christian 
society in Ajmer. 
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OTHUt K3H1QDS; 

Besides various methods used by me end explained above, I have 
availed of various other methods also like documents available in the 
Church such as certificate of membership of the Church, registration 
certificate, holy Bible, various legislations etc, which have been 
capitulated at suitable places by me. 

In addition to the above methods, analysis and interpretation 
of date has been done by the following methods 

(a) Editing of data, 

(b) Classification of data, 

(c) Tabulation, 

(d) Comparison and interpretation, 

(e) Generalisation, 

(f) Biagramatic representation of data, 

(g) Graphic representation of data. 

As explained above, by availing of the above-mentioned 
methods, every possible effort has been made to present the glaring 
and cogent facts concerning the issue from the field-work, 

DlFFlCULTI'i'-S B FI'~LP \;OBK , 

i This being my very first attempt to under take such field 

i 

work, I could reasonably anticipate various difficulties which I 
would be experiencing but it needed a little patience with 
accommodative attitude to win then ever. As almost all of my informants 
are reasonable with a broader out-look, besides majority of them are 
educated, it needed little or no tine to convince them about the 
fconafides of my contentions and the sincerity of the purpose and onco 
tie win over their unshaken confidence, I feel, there could be no major 
difficulty in my field-work. I and my informants knew common language - 
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t 

| English - end ac such there vac no difficulty in making each other 
ft 

¥ understandable and explicitly clear. On fcnenring r.v intention of doinr 
ft ' L ' 

| field-work on the subject in question, they congratulated re erd wished 

$ all luck bo sides promising their whole-hearted end unreserved 

¥ 

® co-operation to the hilt us they said that nine vac the very first 

| attempt on this subject. Due to my passion for knowledge, truth and 

$ 

ft novelty coupled with great curiosity, patience and tolerance besides 

¥ 

| truly scientific spirit, X was able to over core all difficulties and vhen 

| once we got adjusted ( the informants and the field - worker ) the 
ft 

¥ question of facing any difficulty did not arise. I am conclusively of 
<£ 

a 

§ the opinion that there can be no so-called difficulties in any work if 

¥ 

ft there is patience and accommodative and adjustable attitude in oneself. 

¥ 

^ In the Christian Society in Ajmer, men and women are having 

ft 

f various problems in connection with marriage and how far they have been 
ft 

¥ able to solve then has been presented through this field-work. There 
ft 

$ 

| has been majority of Protestants in Ajmer though Roman Catholics are 

¥ 

ft also in large number in Ajmer. Though I an told that thero is no 

¥ 

A 

^ caste- system among the Christians hub I have found that there aro 

ft 

¥ denominations like Ilethodists, Presbitarianc etc. among thca. I have 
ft 

f also known that the Honan Catholics and Protestants do not visit each 

♦ 

fi 

^ other* s Churches and they also do not encourage mined marriages at all. 

ft Host Of tbs converts as Christians are from the scheduled tribe and 

¥ 

| scheduled casts and on the basis of their original casts, a sense of 

ft 

f superiority or inferiority prevails among then. 
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(a) Philosophy and concept of Marriage. 

(b) Philosophy and concept of Christianity. 

(c) Historical background. 

(d) Marital views of the anciont Church. 

(e) Marital views of the modem Church. 

(f) Objects of Christian Marriage. 

(g) Monogamous fora of Christian marriage. 

(h) Sacramental nature of Christian Marriage. 
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« PHILOSOPHY jgip Cg;CEFP OF CHRIST KII TY * 

| 1JKQ ATS Christians ? 

V 

$ The Indian Christian Marriage Act XV or 1672 provides that the 

$ expression "CHRIST IAI:S n Beans persons prof casing the Christian religion. 

© 

f Children of Christian parents Bust be deemed to be Christians until thev 

A 

J profess some other form of faith. Christians are all persons profession 

f the Christian religion and the terms should include ( for application of 

© 

a 

# Christian Marriage Act ) 

t 

f 1. Converts to Christianity. 

t • 

<£> 

^ 2. Christians descendants of such converts. 

« 

$• 3. Christians British subjects vlio have acauired 

© a domicile in India. 

t 

^ 4* Christian Aliens vno have acquired a domicile 

§ in India. 

t 

f 5. Such /liens as have become naturalised here. 

A 

| 6. Anglo-Indian. 

§ 

$ As such, by 1 Christians 1 , we moan those persons who are 

| professing the Christian religion - the philosophy propounded by Lord 

a 

| Jesus Christ. All those human beings who are the followers of the 

t 

# philosophy of Christ, may be termed as "CHRIST I/L 5". 

f 

| THt? CHRISTIAN CHURCH : 

$ The Christian Church is a fellowship of persons united by a 

t 1 common loyalty to Christ and by a desire to worship and do the will of 

A 

| God as revealed in Christ. In the Christian Church, in spite of its 

f 

g many denominations ( there are five in Ajmer alone ), there is a common 

V 

2 loyalty to Christ which binds the groups together into one. The 

I / 

$ distinctive function of Church is to help people to worship God. 

f / 

| This is why the service of public worship on Sunday is so central. 
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The Church bar many other services to render - to promote reii rices 


| education end growth of character, to comfort the sorrovir.-, lo minister I 

9 

to the sick, to counsel those in need, io cultivate varld-fricndFbir. and f 

.«■ 

understanding • The most fundamental purpose of the Church, in to robe men f 

§ 
£> 

holy - tii&t is, good, right, ouch as Lord Christ willed that they should 

he. 

CgglClPT & EHILOSG-HY 0? CHRIST LuT KAvRIAGa, 

Rations have perished and human beings have lived without 
factories, schools, churches but never without marriage and the family. 
Carriage and family are not optional but they are necessary. They meet 
man's deepest needs. They are far too important to the individual, to the $ 

9 

community and to Society as a whole. Ifaxi ha r. never invented an $ 

institution which meets the needs of all people perfectly but the family 
and the home probably come closer for doing so than any other. Rome 
begins with the marriage ceremony. Marriage is thus a basic aspect of 
the institution of the family, for it constitutes a set cf customs ar.d 
laws by vihich not.' families are founded. Through marriage, society gives 


9P 

its approval to agecud relations and makes the birth of children legitimate^ 

« 

Carriage protests society by assuring that children will have a name and 9 

<9 

A 

a recognised place in their community, as well as the care tad protection | 

$ 

Of two parents throughout infancy nr.d childhood. As the socially accepted £ 

% 

relationship for biological union, marriage represent s society's 
safeguards around sexual relations and child-hearing. Marriage is, 
therefore, the means by which the people arc able to pose or. their 

9 

heredity, thereby providing for the survival of the race through child - $ 


9 birth. 


% 

9 

§ 


It is a religious duty to marry and beget children. Marriage 





/ / 


[tv me i6 <i£2 yiace 




Christian 


Marriage 


22 


&*>&*&&•&&*&&*&*> & 33 *=& 43 * 4Kt$C&' <$»•<$>&» 

is an institution ordained Tor tbs procreation or society ar.d in order 
that human beings »sgr guard themselves from foulness and unchuctity. 

Karriage is a socially approved «ay of establishing a family 
of procreation • Accord j rg to Hobart H. Ionic, marriage denotes l-fcoro 
unequivocally sanctioned unions which persist beyond sensual sntisf c ction 
and thus cojqo to underlie family life. In the words of '.'ill Durar.t, 
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property, but to save us from the tyranny of os>: n . 

In Hindi 1 , lot;, marriage is a semdear or sacr ament snd ^is^ 
always celebrated with elaborate religious ceremonies.j' Under ttohuosiudcn 


? 


ft 

t 

© 

? 


ft Law, the relationship is conceived as a legal contract bstween o nan and ® 


ft a woman and which can be dissolved at will by the man. 


ft 

f 

ft 

In Christian Law, marriage partakes of both these characteristic^ 

ft 

The Church of Hcrac has always regarded it as one of the seven sacraments. | 

$ 

The Church of 3nglar:d and other Churches generally treat it as an ft 

$ 

institution approved and sanctified by God and therefore as the permanent « 

f f 

A 

union of one man and one woman for all tines. But in the eye of civiJ lav, a 

• ft 

it is a contract like any other contract and capable of being dissolved § 
only in special ways prescribed by the legislatures. f 

W 

9 

\ 

The touching of ,Tesus on the subject of marriage reia t ion ship a 

ft^ 

is very explicit, and vitally important. Cur chief source for the manners |- 

ft 

and morals of the early Church ere letters of St. Paul which arc amongst # 


htC.miL VIvuS G£ jHa Hull CJIlHiCH. 


he earliest documents of the row Testament, and which give a vivid 


* 

ft 


picture of the social and moral conditions which prevailed. The lust and | 

T 

A 

uncleanness were recognised and tolerated as part of heathen worsmpj ^ 

^ A 


gross immorality accompanied by all kinds of seK-perversion. Tho 

% 

Church. from the begining adopted a strong attitude towards chastity. 
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ft with the man. St. Paul has said, ’’It is good for a man not to touch a 
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St. Paul invariably placed the sins of the Slosh e.g. fornication, 
uncleaness, lasciviousness etc. and regarded them v;ith utmost gravity. 


ft t 

§ 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

C 

There is no doubt that the Christian community as a whole van called $ 

♦ 

upon to show a vaiy higher standard with regard to sexual purity.,. Although ft 

ft 

St. Paul was personally a staunch up-hoidcr of celibacy, be had a high ^ 

ft 

regard for marriage and a realistic attitude towards sex. He hod raised * 

t 

the sexual relationship to a new level, by presenting it in terms of mutual |J 

«g> 

give and take in which the woman had equal claims and responsibilities » 


ft 
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ft 
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ft 

ft 
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ft 

ft 

ft 
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ft 

ft 


ft 


ft 

t 

ft 


'/ woman. Heverthless, to avoid fornication, let every nan have his own 

/ 

wife and let every woman have her husband. If they cannot maintain 
celibacy, let then marry for it is better to many than to burn 15 . 

From the beginning of the Christian era, much of the professed 
Christian teaching on marriage has been perverted by a false asceticism. 
Though marriage is the very foundation of human society, it could not 
believe that the union of man and women in marriage is an Order of 
Creation, purposed by God the Greator not only for the continuance of the | 
race but for mutual comfort and common happiness. Some have tried to he 
wiser then the nature God created and have so praised celibacy as to 

# 

make marriage appear as a concession to human weakness, permitted to many, ft 

a 

but to be shunned Ly those who would aim at Christian perfection. ^ 

V!e notice this even in the Few Testament. Paul in his letter 
to Timothy ( 1 Timothy 4tS ) speaks of those who forbade marriage, and 
the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews and to warn that marriage is to 
be held in honour among all ( Heb. 15*4 )• As Christianity made its 
impact on Greek thought, and converts were won, the tendency to 
deprecate marriage inevitably became stronger. There was first of all 
the tendency to regard the matter as evil, a fact which we corns up 
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again ct in characteristic Hindu thought. Hatter is evil, end marriage 
* is impure, but the Church maintained the reality of the Ir.carr.ation 
against ail attempts to deny the Hord that become flesh. 

A moral reason was also added to advocate celibacy. In a 
world of licentiousness, celibacy seemed the supreme expression of moral 



power. Thus St. itabrose in his boolc ^concerning Virgins”, spole in 
glowing irordc of virginity as the supreme Christian virtue, and urged 
parents to bring their daughters up to attain this, the highest honour. 
Hot only this, come writers of that decade had ever-emphasized the 
element of virginity by over-priding it and spoke about a morbid horror 
of sex. Even Tertulliun considered marriage &g good only in the sense 
that it was better to marry than to bum. In one of his books, he 
definitely asserts that marriage differs from fornication only in being 
legalised. However, the principal sanctity was that of the virgin 
because it was free from affinity to fornication. To St. Jerome, 
virginity was cleaner than wedlock. To St. Auguctine too, marriage 
differed from fornication only in that it was allov/cd for the purpose of 
procreation. 

But the Biblical teaching is that marriage is not a concession 
to human weakness, and married life is not less •pure* or * spiritual * 
than the unmarried. IT evert'nless, it nay not bo brushed aside that 
there are those called to be celibate because of the re quirements of 
God’s kingdom. Jesus spoke of ’eunuchs for the Kingdom of heaven’s 
sake ’ • 

rifiREAL VI-J:S OF TK? 1&D3KT CHURCH 

In every generation there has been a certain typo of 
adjustment between the older and the younger members of a family. 

It has been observed that many of the old duties and 


£> *lP£K4fcc8) s&'+ft'Z :$•*£> eg: <*$} $ tg c£ t*8> <&'*{£($'<& ‘8 3 '*&'d «fj) 
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V 

<9 ' activities; of the family are clipping away or beir.r tub-. n avav fcv o'a'.cr 
$ r 
| institutions in the modern - complex, fact-moving and industrial - 
# 

$ society. In the marriage of yesterday, a man ar.i a woman «--ero dercrd«nt 

# 

§ upon each other for help* protection and economic security , but ir 

SP * 7 

$ the marriage of today, there is dependency of the nan and woman on ouch 

f 

other for companionship, understanding and affection. The psychological 

§ 

a 

| satisfaction can bo secured only in the family and nowhere else. Tcdav, 

♦ . • . 

§ marriage and fornixy are not optional* They are necessary* Th^y moot 

$ 

A 

^ man's deepest needs* Hew conditions bring changes but history touches 

$ us that the family is as durable as nan. All Christians consider that. 

$ 

# the family is one institution that will never die* It cust, of course* 

* 

| change with the times. In the fast-changing world of today, the 

* 

$ institutions of marriage and the family give us security by providing 

$ 

| for our physical comforts and our emotional needs. Homes begin with the 
§ 

| marriage ceremony, Karriage is, thus a basic aspect of the institution 

$ 

$ of family, for it constitutes a set of customs and laws by which new 
% 

& 

| families are founded. Today every one feels that marriage is indispensable 

? 

% es it protects society. If marriage will be disposed with, there will be 

» 

| no family and this will give complexity to the modern society which trill 

I 

f create multifarious problems. The Christians believe that the 

♦ institutions of marriage and the family have come to stay. Customs trill 

# 

^ change, as they have in tho past, and marriage ar.d family patterns trill 

f 

4 undoubtedly after to fit net-: conditions of living. But the basic 

| institution of the family will lire on because it alone can satisfy so 

$ 

f many of mankind's basic needs. Out of 5" men and 53. vomer who were my 

& 

| informants, 48 men and women consider marriage as essential being 

^ one of the sacraments as advocated by their Lord, but 5 men and 2 vomer 

t 

^ do not consider mttrriage essential and they have not co far named 
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# 

f 

§ though they are above £0 years of age. The fcllcri"- tabl-. ehsa’d —ipia*" 

$ 

§ this date ;- 

# 

a — — ... 

| Marriage is lien Kcmcn 

f Total Percentage Total Percentage . 

I ™““7 

| (1) SBecmtial 48 90.57;, 49 SS.OSo 

# 

§ (2) Fot ensontial 5 9.4-3^ 2 s.923 

f 

| ~~ 52 100S 51 1001 

t - 

•& 

$ Today, the Christians are of the opinion that matrimony is an 

§ 

$ ordination and contract ordained by God and a mutual help and comfort as 

f 

# veil as a prevention of ur.cleansiess and fornication. It lasts until 

f 

| one of tho parties dies and only death can separate then* These vine - 

I 

$ points have bean substantiated with the facts and figures obtained during 

« 

f lay fieid-v.ork and have been incorporated in subsequent chapters at tho 

£ 

a 

| appropriate places. 

f 

$ In tho modern age* Christian Church has always held that the 

f 

^ universal institution of marriage has a central place in God 1 s purpose 

$ 

f for ell human life. Sexual union, therefore, is not a necessary evil r.cr 

f is to be regarded simply as the means of brir.gi.ng children into the v’orld. 

♦ 

| 3y llis examples and teachings, Jesus revealed that the true basic for both 

$ 

% sex and family relationships lies in the recognition of the worth of eacn 

♦ 

f individual in the sight of God. The Biblical teachings advocate that tho 

f 

A 

| ' ec,conce of a truly Christian marriage is not the passion which draws tvo 

| insti ^Qggthgr but the union of body, nir.d and spirit which can only be 

» 

f many of Eu^y death. All my 104 informants have 'nphaticelly disapproved 

n 

^ informant s P * car ^y church has shown that, ir. the power of this 

ft 

ff one 520X1 ce, th© Christian community of the first century did 

$ <1° not consider ^S^ising the ideals of their Lord. By the stress that 
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$ thc * laid u P° n ccxual purity in the minds of a decadent cocirty, but 
§ 

$ iboir regard for marriage as a sacramental union of the highest order 
S’ 

I ordained by God, by basing their family relationships upon a mutual loro 
a 

# and respect for personality which embraced the whole household- they 

t 

? proved that these ideals could produce a consecrated Some life* 

v 

a, 

^ Those 5 men out of 53 men and 2 women out of 51 women, who 

# 

£ did not consider marriage essential are of the opinion that they did rot 
w 

^ like to bother their heads in multiplying their worries by establishing 
«■ 

$ their families by marrying and have preferred to pass their lives without 
§ 

| marrying in peace quite freely. It has been noted vdth interest that 

W 

$ 

§ these men and women have education unto High School standards and arc 

t 

# earning their own livelihood and as such are quite independent. Though 

t 

A 

a these cases are quite negligible in number yet they are indeed of grave 


concern, 


In talcing a positive and Biblical attitude to sox and its 


$ implications in Christian marriage, one need not decry celibacy. There 

t 

§ are those who are called to that state for the sake of the Kingdom of 

f 

A 

^ God. Jesus spoke of them, 1 eunuchs for the Kingdom of heaven’s sake*. 

I 

f The Biblical teaching on marriage is plain and clear. If it is anything, 

f it is not a concession to human weakness, nor is the married way of 
v 

| 

| Christian life less ’pure* or ’spiritual.* than the unmarried. Marriage 

t 

% is an order of Creation; and in Christian marriage eros may pass into 

$ 

^ agape, natural love into that love which has learnt from Christ’s love 

| how to forgive, and which partakes already of the love which is eternal. 

* 

f According to United church of northern India ( Ajmer ), 

# 

£ 

$ ’Marriage may be defined as a contract in society between a man and a 
«- 

t woman normally intended to be binding for life, for the purpose c 

$ 

f union, mutual companionship and the establishment of a family. 15 


eg: 
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ft 

| Christians row consider marriage as a religious institution. I'rcr. the 
ft 

§ point of view of U.CJo .1. (Ajmer), "The United Church of I'orthern India 

9 

# declares its belief that marriage is a holy estate, instituted by God 

A 

^ and so existing in the natural, order and also that our Lord’s principle 

v 

$ and standard of marriage is that it is a divine institution involving 
8> 

9 a life long union for better or for worse of one nan with one woman to 

ft 

$ 

$ the exclusion of all others on either side and that the marriage relation 
ft 

9 signifies the mystical union of Christ and His Church." 

| TEACHINGS OF LOg) CHRIST /■■BOUT MARRIAGE . 

9 

ft Marriage was instituted by God. V!e have the authority of 

9 

^ Jesus in Matthew 19i4»S: • "He which made then from the beginning male 

$ 

f and female, and said, for this cause shall a nan leave his father and 
ft 

9 mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the twain shall become one flesh, 

ft 

a 

| Uhat therefore God hath joined together, let no man put as under. n God 

9 

ft is the Author and marriage was instituted by God to -fulfil His creative 

9 

| purpose, . It is therefore not just a bright idea of man to meet a certain 
$ 

f felt need, but is Divine in its origin, Anns Proctor has said, "Karriage 

ft 

9 was not an afterthought given to man because of his sin and weakness. 

g 

§ Marriage was an extra blessing to help Aden to fulfil the purpose for 

9 

ft which he was created," 

9 

| Turning to the record of those first days of the world to which 

$ Jesus pointed out, vie read in Genesis 2:iC: "Ana the Lord God said. It is 
ft 

f not good that the man should be alone, I will make bin an help mate for 

t him" - that is, one appropriate to him, one like himself, Man’s life 

a 

ft could not be at its best in loneliness. God did not make him to dwell in 

9 

| solitude, he was to be a social being. Even ccmnuniion with holy angels 

f 

$ could not satisfy his desire for syncathy and companionship. There must 

9 

9 be someone of the same nature to love and to be loved. So God gave Adam a 
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90 

marriage . 

«' Hi-. y. ^ ^.3, ^ 

companion, soaisons who could bo with bln in love end sympathy, a helper 
corresponding to bin* 

The story of her creation is found in verses tvsntyone and 
twentytvo of the second chapter of Genesis. Eve was created from the side 
of Adam, signifying that she vac rot to control bin as his superior or to 
bo trampled under his feet as hie inferior but to stand by hie side, an 
equal. She vac to be protected and loved by him. dbe van his "second 


f 

ft 

f 

ft 
ft 
ft 

half” „ This arrangement showed the intimate and affectionate u ait ion which f 

ft 

a 

r 

ft 
a 

i 
* 
p 


should exist in marriage, ,r for no man ever yet hated his our. flesh, but 

nourisheth and cherishetfe if. Looking upon Ids beautiful bride ir. the 

morning of the world, Adam said, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh £ 

of my floslx$ she shall be colled Vonan because she v;as taken out of Han.” 

Ellen G. white has said, fl God celebrated the first carriage. 

Thus the institution has for its originator the Greater of the 

universe. ’Marriage is honorable’ ( Hebrews 15:4 ), it was one of the & 

* * 
first gifts of God to nun and it is one of the two institutions that, after | 

ft 

the fall, Adam brought with him beyond the gates of Paradise, When the 
divine principles are recognised and obeyed in this relation, marriage 
is a blessing, it guards the purity and happiness of the race, it 
provides for man’s social needs, it elevates the physical, the intellectual^ 
and moral nature.” ( Patriarchs and Prophets, p.4G )• 


ft 

ft 

£ 

ft 

* 

ft 

9 

ft 


f 

ft 

9 

ft 

§ 

ft 


ft 

ft 
ft 

In God's plan of life the tie of parent and child is deep. In f 

ft 

ft 

the same Plan the union of one man with one woman is deeper. Lord Christ A 

9 

has advocated life-long relationship of the husband and the wife. ”v:hon ft 

ft 


God hath joined together let no man put as under”. Marriage is a | 

A 

relationship for life and could not be severed if married life v-s found ^ 

a 

to be difficult. Feraunence is essential for spiritual cncness which is ^ 


the crovm of married happiness. 


fX 
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“And God created car. in his cun image, in the irago of God created To hi-., 
and male and feasl created He them.” (Genesis 1:27). There is in Cod 
Himself & fullness vhieh cannot he achieved by the rale- in isolation 
or by the female in isolation, but only by the man and uor.cn together# 
Male and female ere complementary halves. This dees not mean that each 
man is a half which needs some particular woman for its completion end 
vice versa 5 but their m&leness and fenalenes? am complementary. This 
complement aiines s brings the man and tbo \slfc together to find their 
physical and spiritual, fulfilment in narriace. And in marriage, a ’one 
flesh 1 union is established. This one flesh union is deeper then any 
physical act, though it is only through their act of csxacl union it is 
brought about. The singleness for which ’one* stands, in its most 
preganant use, is organic, not arthmetical, and has a suggestion of 
uniqueness $ it is exemplified at its highest in the mysterious trinity of 
the one God, of which the bi-unity of husband and wife is an analogue. 
Thus, when men enter into the state of marriage, they stand nearest to 
ucd. 

Christian marriage is not an end in itself. It is a moans 
to the end. It 5.s the nursery of heaven. Marriage is a help to tho 
Christian in his spiritual pilgrimage to attain unto tho knowledge of 
the Lord. Christian marriage is a way of glorifying God. If marriage in 
to be a help to attain this goal of glorifying God and enjoying Hie 
fellowship for ever, loyalty and devotion to God must cone first. The 
root of marriage must therefore be spiritual. Host of the problem in 
Christian married life will be solved if only husbands and wives were non 
and women of God resolved to refer all things to Him. The goal, of a 
Christian marriage being God and His kingdom marriage roust serve a r- a 
means towards this end. a real Christian marriage is not only a physical 
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$ tufe o. spiritual partnership* Iio nan can act like an autocrat and treat 

f his wife as mere chattel, as a convenience, adornment, cr govern o'-;:- of 
s> 

$ his children. She must he more than a housekeeper or a cock. On the 
a 

| other hand she must r.oi he a calf-centered dictator 2iors=lf , l^-ad inp 

$ * 
f about a lienpacked husband. In either case tho two cav live together. 

| but thoir home will not be a ’little heaven to go to heaven in’, as 

§ eveiy home ought to be. It will not be ”tfco heaven cf clcsrir.* - and 

| peace” which the grayer in the marriage service solemnly invokes. 

# 

$ True marital love is a wondrous phenomenon. As so often 

§ 

f happens, two persons, possibly born thousands of miles apart, grow up 

tt 

a 

§ entirely ignorant of each other. Then seme strange circumstance brings 

t 

f them together, and like a magic flame love springs up ir. their hearts. 

$ 

JJL 

^ After that they are never perfectly happy unless they arc together# They 
§ 

| seem to belong tDgether. They leave their friends, they even leave 
$ 

$ father and mother - the happiest and holiest associations - as Jcssur. 
w 

A 

| said, and establish a new home, a new center, of their own. They become 

f 

$ one flesh; they are one and love deepens with the years. It is only 

$ 

| among people with spiritual attitudes that love becomes tho supreme 

| element in the marriage relation. Divorce itself is not the greatest 

$ evil destroying marriage; it is simply the symptom of the fundamental. 
a 

| evil which is lovelcssness# 

$ 

§ Jesus always recognised the family - tho father, mother and 

§ 

f the children - as the normal situation in life and permanent happiness 

? 

| is based upon it. Kesternarek, in his moniFisntol work *TKf HIsaGTI 

^ OF HUMAN I>iAHRlAGS« says, “Marriage is looted in the family, rather 

| than tho family in marriage. There is not a chrcd of geweire 

^ evidence for the notion that promiscuity ever fezmei a. general stage 

« 

f ir. the social history of mankind * R Here v:e find this writer, \:ho is 

$ 

• 
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# 

| probably the world’s greatest authority on the subject, naming a 

U 

| statement vhich is perfectly in harmony v?ith the Bible story. There 
f 

# 3.0 no evidence that marriage originated in any other way than the Bib3.c 

$ 

£ says it did. It cane free, the Hand that founded the first hone vith the 

e> first man and the first woman in the first days of the world. 

*■ • 

& 

f Christian marriage is something spontaneous, healthy, vigorous, 

| creative, loving, something north fighting for, something vrortli suffering 

# 

f for. 

# 

f FIRST MIRACLE BI LORD CHRIST 23? HAHRlA Cr3 FEAST . 

W "r-r ,n-.,,.,„™ Iin . L » , i.rm. M ' r " “ ' ' " " 

ft 

$ According to Gospel ( John ii 1-li ), Lord Christ performed 

f 

| his first miracle in the marriage ceremony by virtue of which tho signifi- 

| cance of the marriage was multiplied to the hilt. There was marriage 

$ in Cana of Galilee and the mother of Jesus was also there. And Jesus also 
# 

f was invited with his disciples to that marriage. As there was no vrino 

ft 

$ during the marriage feast, the mother of Jesus raid to him, ’They have ^ 

| t. 

§ no wine.” She then said to the waiters, 'Whatsoever he shall cay to yon. <* 

f •: 

| do ye.” Then there were set sis water-pots of stone, according to V<'~ 

ft 

f manner of purifying of the Jews, containing tiro or three measurer. uj-V 
# 

f Jesus saith to them, "Fill the water-pots with water.” And they fS^-' 

ft 

I them upto the brim. And jesus said to thorn, ”Braw out now and err?.:. 

t 

f the chief steward of the feast.” And they carried them. VIhcr. r 
V 

| steward had tasted the water, it \ras wine. This beginning of r*-* * 

$ 

| did Jesus in Cana of Galilee and manifested His glory and : 

«■ 

f believed in Him 0 

w 

a 

§ I have capitulated tixis point here with a vi- ' ’ - : 


the holiness of the marriage because it was the ramV.-- 
where Lord Christ first performed a miracle by raking v 


... / 
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# # 

l OBJECTS OF CHRIST I/sK MARRIAGE. t 

f f 

^ The institution of marriage is a universally approved | 

| institution and its objects have also multiplied greatly, Marriage in a 

$ a 

$ every human society that ve know is a complex cultural phenomenon in thick 4 

<? £ 

§ i 

^ the purely biological functions of mating play but a small role in such | 

8 ' I 

&> sociological functions as the c&ro of children, the maintenance of the |> 

I " <r 

a house bold and other culturally imposed needs of the family. According £ 

£ to the early Church, the paramount object of marriage was only to escape | 

? ■ » 

£ from fornication but this notion has faded out with the tine and the a 

r a 

> ' t 

i marriage has become one of the most integral part of human society, f 

$ ■' * 

^ After the field-work, it has been concluded that all the I 

f f 

£ 

informants advanced the following chief objects for marriage £ 

ft 

■ 1. Procreation. » 

1 I 

! 2. Sexual fulfilment* 4 

f 

S* Life-long companionship and mutual help. jg 

However, the comparative importance of these three objects | 

«■ 

of marriage through the weight of opinions have been obtained which may c 

ft 

be presented in the following table as under | 

OBJECTS OF KA3B1AG5. | 


Objects 

Men 

Total. 

Percentage 

Women 

Total 

Percentage 

1* Religious and social tie. 

48 

90.57 

49 

93*08 

2. Procreation. 

48 

30.57 

49 

9G.08 

3. Sexual fulfilment 

48 

90.57 

45 

S6.CS 

4. Companionship and 




- 

mutual help. 

27 

50*94 

31 

60.78 

5* Any other 

- 

- 

- 

- 


IX * 
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Riarria^e 3 % 

*•** «.a^ «- * 5? 

8 rtisn and 2 voir.en oat o:C 53 men and 51 iTC-men did not consider 
marriage essential and as such according to then there is no object of 
marriage at all. Oat of remaining 4S men and iS women, all opinion-! th-t 
r ol ;. giOus and social wie, procreation and ssrcucil fulfilment aro t' - c rvin 
objects of marriage and their views arrived to SD.57^ of men and :G.:g‘* 
of corner. • But 2.7 men and 51 women also viewed that the other object of 

0 — 

marriage is companionship and mutual help and .their views aggregate! to 
50*04& Cf men and 60*78^ of women. The essential purposes of marriage 
are procreation* sexual fulfilment and life-long companionship and mutual 
help as enumerated above through the weight of opinions of my informants* 
It is considered that by marriage, man becomes more fully a men and woman 
more fully a woman* In Christian society, the above s menticr cd objects 

# . t 

cannot be achieved without entering into the holy and spritisl union of 
man and woman by marrying each other* 

Marriage is a part of the Christian way of 15_fe* Christian 
marriage is the means to help non ir< his journey towards Gcd* It- is 
thus a vocation* If marriage is a vocation and a life-long vocation, no 
husband or wife can hope to pursue that vocation ^orthiiy by his or her 
own unaided efforts* The root of marriage must be spiritual. I believe 
that most of the problems In Christian married life will be solved if 
only husbands and wives resolved to refer all things to God. With 
Jesus Christ as Lord, the husband-and wife are bou nd together with' 

~~ ’ “T 

^ \ 

perfect love, understanding and reverence* 

PROCHSATIQN 

First, Marriage was ordained for the increase of nanlzind 
according to the will of God, and th^t children might be brought up in 
the fear and nurture of the Lord, and to the praise of Iiis holy name* 


« 8 * 
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Opinion 


53 Hen 

Total percentage 


5i wor.cn 

Total Percentage. 




1. Favour of getting 48 

children* 

2. Against getting children 5 


20*572 
9.452 


AO 


23.082 


v. 09** 
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A *** io the «*■»! Of H o,c,,~ d ,„ tM ;o r . e , ? 

Ottor tebond and «*. w b 9 , tts? f lrd ttAt ^ ,, , ^ ,, ^ j 

natures tfd* only children con fill, und M **, osdn; of cMl-lre, 
dra,® th®> closer iogo'oh 3 r. attend «* , d f 9 scoop-. ibolr ,ron-r 
responsibilities to the full, in this respect. 

The love which drays a man ar.5 a wear into r,nrr?a : :o Vis in it 
a creative quality and also a sacrificial quality. The wx of 

fruitfulness which God gave to man is sometimes called procreation*. 

That word means ’creation for and on behalf of’ another - and the other 
is God Himself. The Christian way of thinking about parenthood in that 
it is a sharing by meo and women of the work, of the Creator. Just an 
God in the beginning made the world of living things, no man end vonar. - 
not separately, but together - have heart appointed God’s agents to 
continue His creative work. 

"God created man in his own imago, in ih? image of God created 
He him* male and female created He then. Ard God blessed th.enj end God 
said unto there, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth and 
subdue it* ( Genesis i: 27, 28 )« From the beginning God purposed this. 

This is God’s first instruction is based on this. Purely then cooperation 
with God in the creation of now lives to worship and serve Him bar boon 
regarded as cne of the highest privileges open to men and vDT.on. This 
great privilege involves great responsibility a? st. Augustine advin~l, 

’’As regards the offspring it is provided that they c'aould be begotten 
lovingly and educated religiously.* 

0F1! IGA' jgiGflRDRG K^OgfATIg-: 
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48 assn i.e. 50.575 and « tauaa i.c. S3.C2? oat of 55 r.er. w.d 
| 51 vraen vero in favour of sotting children fit 5 s« i.c. o-.i r . 

w ® Daa i.e. o,22fy vsre basically against marriage ar.d did net favour of 
getting children. 

Both husband and wife receiving children vith joy ar.d gratitude 

& 

& Tron. the hand of God regard thin as a talent ccociittcd to their charge by 
ft * ° 

| God ? not only to be employed far their own advantage but to bo restored to 

a 

J God with interact on the day of recoining* The blessing cf offspring ir. 

$ 

# not completed by iho mere begetting of fnora, but comething dee rust bo 

added, namely the proper education of the offspring. Ir. Christian matrimony ? 
provision has been made in the bent possible nay for this education of 
children that is so necessary', for, sir.ee the parents are bound together 
| by an indissoluble bond, the cere and mutual he'in of each is always at 

f 

ft band. The Christian husband and v5£e, therefore, have the wonderful and 

^ significant taslc of first setting the feet of little children on the 
ft 

$ road to God. Commitment to parenthood thus involves setting up of 
ft 

f Christian bones where children can be nurtured in the knowledge and lovo 

W 

i of lord* 

© 

The purpose of procreation is closely allied to the second purposo| 
cf sexual fulfilment , As a matter of fact, the bearing ana bringing up 

of children is such a great re sensibility and demands such great 

ft 

f sacrifices on the part of both the mother and the father, that mankind 
ft 

| might t well have shirked the responsibility if God in His loving nicies 

$ 

ft had not given us what ws call the sexual instinct, that is to say the 
strong physical attraction that ;r;en and women notmally have for one 
another. Barents* responsibility does not end vrtfc creation of new Ixves 
For, children must be helped to blossom forth ‘unto the measure of the 
| stature of the fulness of Christ* • It is a responsible task for p-re.n-c 
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sstttos tbs little children on the road to Cod. Thie <s.-pericr,cc brir. C n 
neH responsibilities and duties - tbs norriei pair will have to unclasp 
one bund each to bring another into tho circle.... Itarrl= E e, therefore, is 

V 

f not an end in itself* It is a united ministry to others. For most of the 

A 

ft couples the first of those others are their own children. 'Th n riniotrr 
9 ’ 

ft takes up the parent *s life-time* And so the permanence of marriage is 

V ■ 0 

§ necessary to fulfil this obligation. The Christian conception of marriage 

9 

ft as a life-long relationship is the only way of giving a sense of security 
$ 

^ to the children. Out of 53 men and 51 women * 48 men and 49 vromen opined 
§ 

9 that the couple must have children after the marriage or else the married 
ft 

9 life is incomplete and without enjoyment. As such there is definitely very 
ft 

A 

significant place of children among the married Christians, woman further 
feels that they must have children after marriage or else they can’t enjoy 
motherhood* a most essential part of life. 

SgacPAL gPLFILS^HT 

iprt mmi ■ ** iim* i iiiw> rnmmrmmm i m .iw 

Secondly* marriage was ordained in order that the natural 
instincts and affections* implanted by God* would be hallowed and directed 
aright $ that those who are called of God to this holy estate* should 
continue therein in pureness of living. This is the Church’s teaching 
according to Book of common Prayer* The physical expression of human 
love through sexual act is something essential* beautiful and lovely* 
Because this instinct is given to man by God* it is intended to be used 
and enjoyed as other natural instincts* but always as a help and not a 

hindrance to His ultimate god of eternal life* hake all Other insuinco^* 
it needs to bo controlled, disciplined and directed if it is to attain 
this purpose. So in Christian marriage the physical relationship occupies 
an important and honourable position* This purpose is closely allied er.d 
connected to the purpose of bringing up children. Sex, as a God given 
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| factor in ten life, is eownUaUy „oblo an3 ore , liTc . , : ., R orl 

| should be no core aehanri of tbo instinct of cos then of the instinct of 

# hanger# 

$ 

ft 

| vihlle considering this aspect of marriage the God- river. 

| nature of sex must be borne in mind. First of all, it must bo cr.chssir.ed 

^ that ceSa is one of God * s gifts to man and voman and as such is good 

| ^ itself and to be received with thanksgiving^ there is no place for 

| the unconsciously blasphemous ettitude which regards ccunicl activity as 

| . something ’nasty 1 or ’impure 1 . On the contrary, tho right use of the 

# 

f sexual faculties is one of the most natural wavs by which God is 

w 

a 

§ glorified in the body# This, however* demands a Godward orientation 

f 

# of the will j in the immediacy of intercourse there can bo consciousness 

| of none but the beloved, but the act itself must take place in tho 

l 

# contest of g common God-contred life and must be offered to Him - in 



intention beforehand* in thanks giving afterwards - as husband nr.d 
wife silently acknowledge the Author of their love# i.s# God# There 
is a glaring fact tliat the basic sociological unit of Humanity is not 
that man and that woman, bat the man- woman nexus# In marriage the mutual 
need of one another finds its expression and fulfilment in physical 
union, in their becoming one flesh# This is full of theological 
significance# Otto Piper in his renowened bookventitled n !he Christian 
Interpretation of sex” has &aid , n And husband and wife in this one flea- 
union, know each other, that is to say, nan as husband reveals to a 
woman the secret of her womanhood, and & woman, as wife, reveals V 

man the secret of his manhood # n 

' Sex is important. If it were not for the fact of 

life would cease to exist, and the human race would parish. 

would it perish, if humans did not- many, copulate and prand the birth 
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children, but, without it, even the farmer no longer could r^rrenuc- ■? 

f 

plants end animals and their products for human consumption. Frer. u - 

social point of view, sex is important- because, properly handle, it ■* c £ 
the source of great happiness to married people and the ~ozr.r. vhorr-b** £ 

the quantity and quality of the Lamar. population is increased. Th<r is I 

t 

£ 

based on the opinions of 48 men i.e. 30.57? and 40 women i.e. OG.OS" f 

$ 

out of 5b men and 51 women who laid ,reat ir.portar.ee or. r~:uiol happiness. f 

*5 

£ 

They £ur*trh 0 r viewed on tho other h^nd 9 the 5,npropor uro of cc:: nrv £ 

£ 

lead to great individual conflict ^ social problsss of tmny kindr, ard | 

the breakdown of many fine marriages, tty field-work has revolted that the t 

Christians have reasonably elaborate knowledge about the significance of *? 

§ 

sex in their married life and their approach towards sb: is cacred and f 

4? 

£ 

holy* $ 

« i 
l 

All my informants frankly viewed about their approach towards | 

l 

& 

the delicate issue like sex and its significance in married life. The « 

t 

Christians have sane and balanced attitude about sex as a part of life $ 

& 

£ 

and they possess some sound and correct information about sex. Their ^ 

& 

opinion regarding sex and knowledge of sex may be represented in the $ 

* 

following table $ 


« r 

A . V 


Knowledge 

Ken 

Total 

percentage 

Women 

Total 

percent age. 

1. About reproductive system 

53 

ioo? 

51 

100?, 

, 2. Bre-maritol ssx relations. 

1 

E 

S.45? 

2 

o.£2? 

\^3. Post-mar Itai oex relations. 

\ 

— 

• 

** 

' 


Hunan reproduction is not an ir.div-,idual matter, sexual 


u f n 

| bWviour and all the relationships of engagement, carriage and the birth | 

$ \ ^ 
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of children are largely social and core Ter reaching than tfc* ^r-by 

bilogicul. The? involve psychological, social ana ethics! valuer. The 
lives of two persons, two families and two generations, pare-ls and 
progeny are involved* lev, the problems of gcx ur.-l roproductic*' arc, at 
the sane uinc, highly individualised fox* every couple* Sac c err. depends 
upon the intelligent handling of and sacred approach towards this 
relationships as advocated by my all informants as satisfaction of gccz 
and reproductions arc the major objects of the marriage as viewed by them, f 
Due to certain sanctions and restrictions in the Christian Society, like & 


e 

e 

M 

| 

ft 

& 

t 

A 

ft 

a 

a 

* 

£ 

fc 

6* 

£ 


l 

any other society, the satisfaction of sexual instinct outside the vcdloci: ft 

£ 

1g considered a severe crime oat this God-^.iven natural inttti.net of re": !, 

§ 

to 

is to fee satisfied lifce any other instinct and as such th? paramount objest § 

to 

* 

of marriage is to seek social and leg-! sanction for the satisfaction of theft 


instinct of sex within the wedlock. 

Out of 52 men and 51 women. 5 men and 2 women ( who did not 
favour marriage }, had pre-maritu! sexual relations and they had also 
complete knovfledge of reproductory system. This piece of information I 
could get after a careful and tactful handling end the main reason of 
this has been found to be ilia freedom granted to them by thoir parents 
coupled vjith the impact of Hollywood pictures and films end western 
literature besides their contacts with married people* 

LIFID-LClI G CO’.-ir/ 13 10'.’ i ; H IS -'A'J Mfc'U. 1 H H*. 

V i wiwpirnwn iirtifm.Ttii-xi'xawiu'iNi** i iiriimninun m 

S’ 

$ Thirdly, Marriage was ordained for the mutual society, help, 

ft 

^ end comfort, that the one ought to have of the other, beta m pres^eri^y 

ft 

ft and fidversitv. This is true and gracious aspect of Christian numags, 

f 

| for it emphasises the need for patience, sympathy and uns elfishness , the 

f ^ 

ft possession of which lie at the heart of a truly ha r py marriage* *'or the 

| 

$ married couples, marriage is thoir whole lives, joined, chared, 
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| surrendered one to the other gladly and fic-1-. ,-^.M.-- r .. , ... 

| content then* i-Jarricg© is the great vc.y in vhich tr.-* t'*o • • r'' 

I 

it tbe n-nan race *■ oien and women — are united • It Is n living b"ia""' 

9 ~ v 

| which joins husband and wife, and which they build to-'tVr thr^-v 

7 “ 

1 the years* .is such they are to be glued to and incopaivbly -ioir.nl, 

& 

9 Towards this end the husband and wife Iiavo the sa~ «*» trn-r.t ~v ~c«i 

# v. -j-- *■- V.* - 

| of married life# 

# 

7 G°d has created man and woman in ruch a fashion that th-“ 

% * 

| complement each other* In thus supplementing each other in married 
& 

g* life ihs husband and vife rind £. comr^do sli Ip * vliich Ir c-bovc. f’vcrv 

♦ 

f other human friendship* 

9 

# ' 

| Kcbody seeks loneliness. The human beings ere not made for 

♦ 

§ it* Jesus chose Kis disciples that they nay bo vitli Him* It is not good 

# 

| that the man should be clone and as such Lord said, n I will make hir. 

& 

| an help mate for him* And the Lord made a vomer, ond brought- her unto 

9 

f the man,” ( Genesis 2s 12*22 )• Adam needed a companion* -hen God 

9 

| himself says of Aden that ’It is not good that man should bo alone’ , 

I 

f at the very beginning, Bible points to the danger v-hich lies in the 

f mere fact of human individuality, nothing in God’s creation exists 

W 

a 

| for itself } everything exists for everything elso. The animals have 

9 

f failed to meet this need in man. Therefore, when they prove 

9 

^ inadequate companions, voman is created on a now method not from man’s 

§ 

9 ’soul* but from his body, vifh the result tnat the uvakeT *:d m-n 

9 instinctively recognises the kinship ef thi.s nev com. -oraor - ’Bor.e 

9 

§ ofmy bone, and flesh of my flash. ’ 

9 

§ The three Purposes of raurriage — pro cr eat xc r. , ccxa-1 

w 

| fulfi3j:Bnt and comicdechip - as taught by Church tradit.aon bang -OgCukOi . 

S Such has its e,;uul and Snportaut place ii’ the total purpose of God for 
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for marriage. Thus tfco mere blessing of marriage with children does not 
fulfil the whole purpose, nor is sexual fulfilment complete by itself. 
Comradeship is also a need. In the daily living together of husband 
and wife, amid all the changes and accidents of human life, that will 
matter most of ell is that they are true and trusty friends. Karricd 
state of life is not a bed of roses. In difficult circumstances the 
faithful comradeship of husband and wife acts as a soothing balm. 

Bearing this in mind, the Christian men and women who arc married in the 
Church give their troth to each other: 'to have and to hold from this 
day forward, for better, for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness 
and in health; to love and to cherish; till death us do part, according 
to God's holy law*. Two persons who have chosen each other out of ell 
the species with a design to be each other's mutual comfort and 
entertainment have, in that action, found themselves to be good-humoured, 
affable, discreet, forgiving, patient and joyful, with respect to each 
other's frailties and imperfections, to the end of their lives. 

A married Christian couple establishes such a home which 
at once realises its obligation in the wider sphere in the purpose of 
God in the world* Such homes present an atmoshphsre in which it will 
be impossible to keep from thinking of God* The man and woman husband 
and wife - live together in such oneness of intention that their main 
concern is not themselves but the Kingdom of God. As such they see their 
hone as a place which is always open to anyone to come in, the grace of 
hospitality is for them not just an addition but the veiy essence of 
their being. 

All my informants - S3 men and 5i women were asked about 
the circumstances which might be responsible either for dissolution of 
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the Christian couple seek and enjoy the constant companionship of the 
Lord Christ, a companionship which is so sacred, pure, holy and 


3*^ & *3* i$b£ 

a 
§ 
ft 

marriage or desertion of ei.ther partner or separation of tfc« rarriar^ § 

° e 

partners etc. hut they all emphatically stated that such things have r.o | 

V 

place in their Christian society as their Lord, never permits such disrolu-f 

I 

tion of marriage. They further emphasised that, only death could separate ft 

f 

the partners or break the sweet home and no one on this earth, aver; if f 

T 

A 

there is dissatisfaction among the partners after narriage, they prefer | 

ft 

to suffer rather than dissolve their marriage. Carriage is high and | 
wondrous inage of the union of the gouX with Christ. As such by marrying, | 

f 

ft 

$ 
ft 

¥ 

spiritual. This love towards each other does net decay, much loss die, | 

ft 

even after the body's death. For souls which are united in Christ cannot $ 

ft 

be separated from Christ. It is this oneness which may be referred to f 

ft 

ft 

as Carriage is not a federation of two sovereign states. It is a § 

union - domestic, social spiritual, physical - of two souls 0 . 

The paramount objects of marriage - procreation, sexual 

fulfilment and life-long companionship and mutual help - are achieved 

in true sense in every Christian marriage which is one of the seven 

sacraments and a social tie. 

F0ES4 AtlD BATHES OF CHRISTIAN MBlAffiB . 

According to law, marriage is 1 the voluntary union of 

one man with one woman for life to the exclusion of all others*. § 

$ 

St. Matthew has said, ^Wherefore they are no more twain, ft 

Y 

but one flesh. What therefore. Cod hath joined together, let no man put | 

A 

asunder. 0 According to the Christians, marriage is as such a permanent ^ 

a 

life-long union between a man and a woman in order to safeguard the # 

? 

security of the family. Hence the insistence upon the monogamous form $ 

f 

•of marriage, the twain becoming one flesh, living common life and § 


ft 
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sharingtbe cone interests which are bound u? with the veil -being of the 
family* Monogamy is a form of marriage in which no man may he married to 
mors than one woman at any one time. Similarly, a woman having more then 
one husband or a man having more than on© wife, is something beyond 
thinkable in the Christian community in Ajmer. During the coarse of my 

field-work* I found that there was no case which did not favour monogamous 
form of marriage* It was advanced that the Christian marriage is a union 
of two souls as per the will of Lord and the Church does not allow any 
member to live in adultery even, which forms the most genuine ground fer 
granting separation or divorce to the partner* 

FORM 07 MARHIAGS 


<8 
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# 
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$ 

♦ 
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Form 

S3 men 

Total Percentage 

51 women 

Total Percentage 

Monogamous 

48 

99.57$ 

49 

93*08$ 

Polygamous 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unmarried 

5 

9.45$ 

2 

3*92$ 


53 

100$ 

51 

100$ 


3b:cept 5 men and 2 women who did not favour marriage in any 
form, all other 48 men i.c. 90.57$ end 49 women i*e. 38.08$ favoured 
monogamous form of marriage. 

According to United Church of northern India, Carriage may 
be defined as a contrast in society between a man and a woman normally 
intended to be binding for life, for the purpose of sexual union, mutual 
companionship and the establishment of a family * n In view of such concept, 
a man can 5 t at all carry with more than one woman at a given time as the 
society doss not apnrovs polygamy* There is an ideal of monogamy amoung 
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the Christian society* 

The nature of the Christian carriage is sacramental. The 
Church has always regarded it as one of the seven sacraments. The 
institution of marriage, it is considered, is approved and sanctified by 
God and therefore it is treated as the permanent union of one nan and one 
woman for all times. The essence of a truly Christian carriage is not 
the passion which draws two people together but the union of body, mind 
and spirit which can only be dissolved oy death. The marriage is 
considered as a sacramental union of tire highest order, ordained by God 
and by basing their family relationships upon a mutual love and respect 
for personality which embraced the whole household, the Christians have 
proved that these ideals could produce a consecrated home life* 

muks of mmt-m 



Views 

/' 

53 men 
Total 

Percentage 

51 women 

Tot-il leraentage. 


(l) Religious and 


) 




sacramental 

45 

90.57$ / 

49 

96.08$ 


(2) Social. Contract 

27 

69.81$ / 

31 

60.78 


(o) Legal contract 

m m> m m-** t* tm ** m 

14 

26.42$ ) 

9 

17.65$ 



From the above table, it will be seen that 48 men i*e* 

90.67$ and 49 women i.e* 96.08;$ opined that nature of marriage is 
religious and sacramental and 37 men i.e. 69.81';$ ana Si women i.e* 

60.78$ viewed that marriage is a social contract and 14 men i.e. 

26.42$ and 9 women i.e. 17.65/-, viewed that marriage is a legal contract. 

Carriage is an Order of Creation and was instituted by 
Cod. God is the Author, and marriage was instituted by God to fulfil 
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$ His creative purposes. It is therefore the sacred, religious and holy 
«■ 

f duty of every Christian to marry as by doing so the order of th« Lord 
$ 

| is acquiesced* The Christies marriage is ,! iho nurses? of heaven n e.s it 

A 

$ is a help to the knowledge of Lord. The Christians feel that the chief 

♦ 

| end of a ican is *to glorify God and enjoy Him for ever*. The marriage 

fb .... 

^ is a help to attain this goal of glorifying God and enjoying Hie 

| fellowship for ever, through unflinching devotion and loyalty to Him. 
w 

| The roots of a Christian marriage are therefore spiritual. The goal of 

# • _ . . , 

$ Christian marriage being God and His Kingdom, marriage serves as a 

a 

| means towards this end. In view of such views, the Christian marriage 

9 \ . . . 

# is of a sacramental nature. 
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(-2.) Kate selection. 

(b) Elements of a qualified cate. 


ft 
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ft 
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(c) Selection of the mate by parents* 

(d) Selection of the mate by partners themselves, 
(c) Pops 1 Q advice regarding selection of the mate, 
(f } Essential properties of the tuarrisgo* 

(g) Requisites of a valid marriage. 

(h) Utility of marriage and its affects. 
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gFiLSgrxa^ of Lira parity | 

Wives have been bought,, captured and von by wooing. ilony vuyef 

f 

have been designed by custom for bringing a young nan and a voim f women ft 

t 

together for marriage. A few people still believe that fate has designed | 
one perfect mate for each one and that if vs look hard enough and vrait 
long enough our ’one ana only 1 partner will coins along. Sxperience has 
proved, however, that perfect marriages result from lunar* p3.anni.ng, not 
from fate. 

i 

Understanding the other ce>: is something of a life-long 

problem for nil person n but a particularly important one in the adolescent ^ 

ft 

years vhen we take those first steps towards maturity \diich will in time $ 

ft 

to come, lead to marriage and parenthood* 

The person who is seeking a iaute ** and most do sooner or 
later - is looking for someone to satisfy his or ier deepest wishes# 

Coe is always concerned about the traits of the other person but be 
or she shou;d be, first of all, concerned with siting up himself or 
herself appraising his or her ovin needs. Only then can one find his 
heart’s desire* 

Ky informants apprised me that according to Christian concept ft 

¥ 

and philosophy, marriage is a sacrament as it is one of the seven ¥ 

& 

sacraments instituted by Lord Christ. It is a sacred and holy thing | 
and once entered into, cannot be broken by either the husband or the 

¥ 

wife but it can only be broken by death for Christ in one of his sermons ¥ 

/ f 

said, «idiat God has put together, let no man pat asunder 1 *. (St. Hark $ 

$ 

10: 2-9 ). Keeping in view the above concept in mind, their first ft 

¥ 

approach in relation to the immediate prelude to marriage i.e. the ft 
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selection of the life-partner is always eztresely careful and serious* ^ 

ft 
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$ 
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♦ 

because of the fundamental fact that- it has been their confirmed belief § 

| 

that the parents will undoubtedly always thinlr for the betterment of 


My fa-eld xiorli has reveuled tliau there are two processes by which ir.^ 
life-partner is selected among the Christians, Firstly , the selection 
of the life-partner is done by the parents of the prospective partners 
and the boys arid the girls readily submit to the wishes of their parent! 


their children and thoir choice will definitely be tbo best of the lot, 
and secondly the ^election of the partnet is done by the partners them- 
selves as they are themselves competent to think about their future in a 
right way, 

OPH1.IQK 3rCfiKD3rlO S^CjXe; Q? hlFR-ItV.ilv.ljiR 
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53 men 


51 women 

Total 

percentage 

Total 

Percento] 

41 

77.3(53 

59 

76.473 

12 

w» 

22.643 

12 

25.533 
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«• 
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♦ 
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(1) Parents 

(2) self 

(3) Other relatives 
or friends. 


From the above table, it is evident that there are two vic-u 
points in connection with the selection of the life-partner. Out of 
S3 men, 41 men i.q. 77.36,0 viewed that tne select —on of tne lifo— partner 
should bs done by the parents. Out of 51 women, 39 women i.e. 76.473 
opined that the selection of the life-partner should be done by the 
parents. 12 non i.e. 22.S4& and 12 women i.e. 23.553 opined that the 
selection of the life-partner should only bo done by the concerned boys 

i 

or girls only and not by the parents because the marriage partners 
themselves have to adjust their view points, habits etc. Tttth a view 
to make their marriages happy and ever lasting, more especially because 
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The Church does rot propog&te divorce at oil a? per the will C f their 
Lord* 

J?£gl ^.n.t_oLJBLr-fcners sou-ht by Parent:: uhllg ££irctirr 
the life oartne vri. 

Consent 


Consent obtained 
consent not obtained 

Total 


i-isn 

Total 

Percentage 

Vcz 

Total 

en 

Porcer.tr.go 

48 

i00£ 

40 

ei.Gsr, 

- 

m 

9 

18. 572 

48 

10% 

49 

iCQS 


f 

ft 

9 

« 

9 

ft 

9 

# 

9 

f 

<8 

9 

ft 

9 

ft 

9 

« 

9 

ft 

9 

ft 

9 

« 

9 

w 

9 

ft 

9 

ft 

9 

ft 

9 

ft 


From the above table it is rev soled thnt 5 n 88 cases 
(46 men and 40 waxen ) in which the selection or the i>ari r er was 
done by parents , the concent of 48 i&n i.e. 1002 aid. 40 wonen i.e* 

V 

81 .63$ was obtained and in cosec of 2 women i«e 0 18.&7& opinion was not ^ 

ft 

sought. $ 

ft 

Besides, during my field work, it has been revealed that 9 

T ? 

9 

when the informants wore asked as to who should select the life-partner £ 

9 

for the marriages of boys and the girls, and whether the consent of ft 

ft 

parents should be sought in case the boys and girls themselves select | 
the Fortners, two answers came which nay be clear from the following 
table j“ 


ft 


ft 


V 

Opinion of both self and parents in selection of life-par tner | 

I 

7 f 

opinion of self to be obtained opinion of parents to be obtained y 

in selection by parents. in selection by seif. % 


opinion 

men ' ’c:r.on 

Total percentage Total per cen 

-tage 

Ken 

Total percentage 

women ( 

Total percentage 

i 

Yes 

21 27.50 17 50.95 

27 95.10 

29 26.67 

Ho 

3 12.50 

4 19.05 

2 6.90 

1 3.53. . 


24 1GG£ 

21 • 10Q£ 

29 100^ 

30 IOC# 


D ^2^ 


ft 
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f 


# 

t 

# 


f 
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From tb9 above table it is apparent that in the cases of 
selection cf marriage partners by the parents with the prior opinion 


of the partners, out of 24 men, 21 men i.e. G7.5C£ men ard cut of 21 


& 

♦ 

$ 

t 

$ 

V 


women, 17 ’..■omen i.e* 80*95^ viewed that thair own c.nssnt should t’* 1 t 

t> 

obtained by the parents. The rest of them i.e. 12.5CT’ m on and if. or' vomerf 

stated that their consent may not be necessarily obtained when the £ 

parents select their life-partners. 

Oat of 29 meai who stated that the selection should be done 

by self only, only ?.? men i.e. S3 .10'!- and 29 women i.e. 93.071' stated 

» 

that though the selection may be acre by the marriage partners themselves 
but the consent of parents should be obtained. .Against this, 2 ner i.e* «■ 
6.90^ and 1 woman i.e, 3.55;j stated that the relection of the marriage 
partner should be dou-e by the ^arttars themselves and the corse-. t of the 
parents is not necessarily to be sought. According to these, all non 
and women can consider their future themselves in a more hotter way. 
JSLEKSJTS 05' A -’.UALIFI'iO ISATS 

t 

bhile selecting the life-partner, with which one has to pass | 

£1 ft 

9 the entire life after marriage, grout considerations are done irrespective | 

I of the fact an to whether the selection is done by the parents or by the $ 

f | 

concerned boy or the girl, uc far as the issue regarding selection of J 

ft 

the life-partner by the parents is concerned all concerned hnov well 9 

# 

that the parents would never try to spoil the future of their son or $ 

$ 

daughter and as far as possible for them, they will undoubtedly have the J 

f 

best selection. They would always try to select the very best match. 9 


<8 

f 

(8 

$ 

V 

f 


% 


Even in cases, where the selection of the life-partner is done by the boy $ 

‘ t 

# or the girl himself or herself, he or oho would naturally have a life- $ 


partner of the best choice with whom the future married life may pass 
in happiness and peace. 


$ 

f 

% 

♦ 

# 

t 

<p 






Christian 1 Marriage 

Daring ifcy field work among the Christians in Ajmer, I found 
that while selecting the life-partner either by the parents or the 

partners themselves, the main consideration is done about the blood 
relation* As the cross-cousin marriage is not favoured by the Chrictien 
it is ensured that the boy and the girl do not have blood relation* 
However., in either case, as revealed during the course of my field work 
the following elements are considered for a qualified mate or the 
life-partner as is evident from the following table s- 

Elements considered while selecting the life-partner 


S*0o* Elements considered while 53 men 51 women 

selecting the life-partner Total Percentage Total Percentage. 



«* m mmmmm w^mmmmm****** mmmmm mm*** 





1. 

Financial status 

49 

92*45 

51 

10 0 % 

2 • 

Social status* 

38 

71.70 

SI 

60.78 

S* 

Educational standard 

48 

90*58 

49 

96.08 

4* 

Health and Physique 

41 

77.38 

48 

94.12 

5* 

Personality and character* 

49 

22.45 

59 

76.47 

6. 

Age difference* 

11 

20.75 

7 

13.73 

7. 

Expert in house hold work. 

9 

16*98 

29 

56.83 

8* 

Family standard* 

24 

45.28 

17 

53.55 

9# 

Prohibited degree of relation- 
ship there should be no blood 






relationship between the 
boy and the girl. 

53 

10G£ 

51 

100 % 

10* 

Common faith* 

53 

100 % 

51 

100 % 


From the above table, it is manifestly transparent that 
while selecting the life-partner, the parents or the partners thsaseive 
lay great emphasis on common faith, prohibited degree of relationship, 
financial status, social status, educational standard, health and 


» o • » « a 
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# 

♦ 

ft 

t 

t 




ft 




ft 

t 


t 

« 




religion they have been converted. 

(5) Personality and character. 

Among the Christians in Ajner, importance is attached to 
the personality and character as to be married it is essential for the 
boy and the girl to be of good character. According to my field work, 
so much significance is laid upon the good character of the boy and 
the girl, that a certificate of such good character is essential for 
them. To eliminate the doubt regarding the character, before the 
celebration of marriage in the church, notice of the intending carriage 
is published to invite objections. Cat of S3 men and 51 women, 49 
men i.e. 92.45$ and 59 women i.e. 76.47$ gave significant consideration 
to this point. -The rest of those 4 men i.e. 7.52$ and 12 women i.e. 
25.53$ viewed this point worth considering but did not give it 
importance. 

(6) Health and Physique 

Besides, other above mentioned factors, this point is also 
given importance and it is ensured that they boy and the girl are 
having good health and do not have any disease. 41 men i.e. 77.36$ 
and 43 women i.e. 94.12$ opined that this factor must be carefully 
considered while selecting the life partner. 

(7) Educations! standard 

Out of 53 men and 51 women who were my informants, 48 men 
i.e. 80.56$ and 49 women i.e. SG.0S$ opined that educational standard 
of the boy and tho girl must be given due importance while sheeting 
the life partner. They further supported their views by observing 
that the education makes the partners more sensible and intelligent 
coupled with a sense of mutual understanding and as such they can live 
a happy and peaceful married life. 


♦<8> <*c$^c8>^c8:^c8i<l*£83«^ c8 
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During the course of my field work when the question wo 
asked as to why la it essential for the boys and the girls to be 
educated, they gave various reasons which may be clear from the 
following table :- 



Why ic it 

essential for boys and 

girls to be 

educated? 

s.tio 

• Seasons 

55 lien 
T Cv» si 

Percentage 

51 women 

Total Percentage 

1* 

To gain respect in 
society 

51 

95. 23? 

59 

76.47? 

2i 

To raise standard of 
living. 

53 

100? 

51 

100? 

So 

To become self- 
sufficient. 

49 

92.45? 

41 

60.59? 

4. 

To improve knowledge 
and personality 

27 

50.94? 

11 

21.57? 

5. 

To get right type of 
life-partner 

18 

55.85? 

49 

96*03?. 


t 


From the above table, it is clear that five reasons have 
been advocated due to which it is essential for boys and girls to fee 
educated* 

51 men i.e. 96.25?, and 59 women i.e. 76.47? thought education 
essential to gain respect ir. society because they felt that tbs higher 
the education, the higher tho respect they will get in the society* 

55 men i.e. 100? and 51 women i.e. 100? considered education essential 
to raise tho standard of living because they thought that education 
will help to achieve lucrative jobs. 49 men i.e. S2.45? and 41 women 
i.e. SO .59? viewed that education helps to become self-sufficient and 
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ft 

t 

ft 

t 
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ft 
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<*>> t8?$Kc$b 


w 

I economically independent. 27 nor i.e. 50.94# end 11 women i.e. si. 


57# 


opined that to improve knowledge and personality, it is essential that 
the boys and the girls should be educated 1 ? can i.e. 55.85," ond 49 
wOE©h io0o 3o.08& viewed tbat, feeing Gduc&'todj one con be cuccGSorui in 

t 

having a qualified and right type of the life- partner. | 

ft 

From my field-work it has been concluded that education $ 

<8 

essential for a happy and peaceful married life . On being anted by | 

f 

me during ay field work as to lead a happy peaceful r.nd prosporioun ft 

f 

married and family life, upto vhat standard the boys and girls should be | 
essentially educated, tho opinions sought may be furnished as per the % 

ft 

following table. V 


y[pto r -Woat , standard bo vs and girls should be gscgntJojlr 
educated? 


ft 


ft 


S.Uo. Standard 

Eon 

Boy Girl 

total. # Total 

% 

Boy 

Total 

Women 

Girl 

Total 

55 

1 • Bleacntaiy 

** «* 9 

16.98 

•* 




standard. 







2. Bigh cchcol 







standard 

IB 24.53 57 

69.81 

23 

54.90 

14 

27.45 

5. Higher 







standard 

40 75.47 7 

12.21 

25 

45.10 

37 

72.55 


55 1003 55 

100# 

51 

ICO;, 

51 

» i 

O 1 

H ! 


From the above table, it is clear on the basic, of the field 9 

ft 

work, that out of 55 men and 51 women, only 9 men i. 0.16.58# viewed that f 

9 

for girls only primary or elementary education is essential. The reason | 

being that they felt that after all the girls are not required to serve J 

- 

in Government services except that they have to maintain the petty househS^, 

t 

ft 
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f Gsrgsnoes account with & little irnowiadj?© of reading and iritioe. ir> men * 

$ i.Go JM »5o/- viewed tnat tac fcoys must have education ui-to Ip'ii t 

f ’ | 

# standard for getting scae good jobs vrilth a view to nsintuin th* fc->-v. v $ 

v * f 

| expenses* 40 asn i.e. ?5.47>$ opined that the boys must h uvc education | 

^ iipi-0 hxchsr standard ( 2 -uc ly.ds-n g D • A , ? Ll.A and oUiar degrees ) for ^ 

# # 

f getting lucrative Jobs and to maintain high standard of living. f 

| | 

9 Regarding girls, 57 men A.-;. £3.82# viewed that they must have- education J 

§ a 

f upto high school siurdord. 7 men i.e. 15.21% opined that the girls nur.t I 

| f 

J have education apto higher standard ( including E.A.. H.A. ar.d other | 

f * * 

# dogreos ) so as to become self sufficient in ease of need. In ccntraiy | 

T 

f to these views, 88 women i.e* 54.30% viewed that men must have minimum $ 

# ^ 

f education upto high school standard. Other 85 vozi&n i.e. 45.10% o~5.r.ed f 

* ' I 

| that men must have education upto higher standard ( including B.A*. II. A. $ 

i " j 

$ and other degrees J. Regarding education of girls, 14 vome i.e. 87.45% g 

a Y 

f § 

| viewed that they must have zuininsm education up to high school standard ^ 

f _ <9 

y and S7 tjoaor i.e* 72.55% Opined that they must have education upho higher f 

f standard which includes B.A., M.A. and other degress. | 

I . f 

I ' Pro::', the above, it is manifestly transparent vbat great: $ 

$ 

^ Sdiphasis has been laid on educational standards which may bo attributed 

Y 

f to their oonse of self-sufficiency and the impact of western 

f 

| philosophies. 


It is very essential to consider the age of the boy or the 
girl 'while selecting the life partner* Or.like the Hindu Society, ar. 
which small boys and girls ax*e married, there are no such cases of 
elviid-m&rri&ge among the Christians in .Ajmer* Fro:u ny total infcrrianis 
which aggregate to 104 persons ( 55 men o.r,d 51 vzr.v.'-n ) , 43 ~sn ar-d 4-3 
women were married and their ages at the time of carriage may bo present 
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an the following table s» 

&S& razi^ja t;i~, Tim 07 vi/jiRiAtg?. o" ivii g-n ran* 


S«KO® 

Age 

/3g rnos-i 

Total' 

Percentage 

49 women 

Total Percentage 

1. 

0 20 yrs 

- 


1 

2.04 

2 e 

21 yrs to 25 yrs 

15 

51.25 

26 

53.0-3 

5® 

26 yrs to SO yrs 

27 

56.25 

21 

42. OS 

4® 

Si yrs 'to 35 yrs 

6 

12.50 

1 

2.04 

5. 

36 yrs to 40 yrs 

- 


«* 

- 



to 

IOC# 

49 

10c# 


From the above table, it is clear no man was married before 
tb9 ago of SO yrs. and only 1 v-oman i.e. 2.04# was married before the 
age of 20 years ( In this case, she was married at the age of IS 
years ciuy ). 15 men i.e. 51.25# and 26 woman i.e* 55.08/5 wore married 
between tbo age from 21 yrs. to 25 years. 27 men i.e. 56.25/5 and 21 
women i.e. 42.83# v'ere carried between the age from 26 years to 30 yean 
6 men i.e. 12. SC# and 1 woman i.e. 204$ ware married between the ago 
from 51 years to 35 years. There was no case of marriage between tbs 
Gge from 36 yrs ancl above. 

On being ashed as to what should be the marriageable age of 
tbs boys and girls, different answers were received which may be 
presented in the following table 
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53 men 

Giric 


51 , .*cr.i-r. 

Girl 


a T 

!o. Ago 

group 

1 Ou 

al % 

Total 

55 

To tii?. 

5 

Tot id 

i- 

1© 

0 * 

15 yrs. 

mm 

mm 

2 

3.77 

• 

- 

_ 

mm 

2* 

16 - 

20 yrs. 

r* 

V 

16.98 

3& 

60.58 

27 

52.94 

37 

72.55 

3. 

21 - 

25 yrs. 

r? i 

oi* 

56.49 

18 

33.93 

21 

41.10 

14 

27. <5 

6© 

2G - 

50 yrs. 

^ M 

jr,o 

24.53 

x 

1.39 

2 

3.92 

- 

- 

5© 

51 • 

35 yrs. 

•* 

- 

•» 

- 

1 

1.85 

- 

*» 

6. 

36 - 

<10 yrs. 

*» 

~ 

- 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 




S3 

10$ 

53 

lOOg 

51 

ioo;; 

51 

100;' 


From tho above table, it is cleir tliat according to the views 
obtained during the field work from S3 r.tsri, the zcaxriageablc should bo 
as fellows* According: to tho views of 9 nen i.c. 1G.9S$, the age of hoys 
should be between 20 yrs. and IS yrs but it defends upon the :aev:tol wd 
physical capacity of the individual case. In any case, they did not 
favour child Earriagos* 51 rise i.e. 58©4S$ viewed that the age of boys 
should bo between 21 yrs. and 25 yrs. 13 raen i»e» 24.53 viewed that the 
age of boys should to batussn 26 yrs. and 30 yr s. However, no nan favoured 
that the naiviageablc ago of boys should exceed ir.oro than 30 yrs. as no 
one favoured still higher liarriagoable ago for boys. Similarly, regarding 
the ra*Jrriageabj.s ago of girls, 2 won i.e. 5 .77^ viewed t>:-t tho girls 
should be &srrisd latest by tho ago of 15 yrs. 32 iugs x.e. G0.38JS viewed 
that the iuarriafjeabXe age for girls should be between In yrs to 20 yrn. 

IS nor. viewed that it should. Its between 21 yrs. and 25 yrs. ana. i r.r.n 
i.e. 1*2% viewed that it should be between 26 yrs. and 3G yrc. ' o con 
favoured that tho liarriagaabls ago of girls should exceed more than 50 
yrs. as wo one favoured still higher onrriagoable age _ 
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¥ 


According to the views Obtained from 51 vomer, the rnrrierrr-cle 
| age of boys, according to 27 women i.e. 52.94$ should be uoto £0 yrs, f?i 
women i.o. 41.1C# viewed that it should be between £i yrs. and 25 yrs. 


# 

¥ 

v 

¥ 

# 


t 

« 

f 

♦ 


marriageable age . 


$ 

t 

© 


* 

♦ 

e 

¥ 
¥ 
♦ 

t 

2 isssisn ~ £#9&£? SGxxd ‘fchcvfc it should bo bc’bt&sft 26 yrs # srd 50 w.c* end, § 

a 

1 woman i.e. 1.80$ said that it should bo between 51 yrs ord 55 yrs. 

¥ From the above figures, it is evident that out of 104 perrons. 

$ 

| only 2 i.e. 1.92$ viewed that the marriageable og© of girls should b? 

♦ by ID yrs. only. 69 persons i.e. 66.55$ said that it should bo between 

# 

I 

J 16 and 20 yrs. 52 persons i.e. 50. 77% said that it should bo between 21 

¥ 

# and 25 yrs. and 1 person 2..e 0 0.95$ viewed that it should bo between £C 

¥ 

| end 50 yrs. only. Similarly regarding tho marriageable ago of boys, out 

« 

¥ of 104 persons, 26 persons i.e* 34.623 views d that it should be between 

* 

| 16 yrs. and 20 yrs. 52 persons i.e* 50.00?' said that it should be between 

¥ 

$ 21 yrs. ard 25 yrs. IS persons i.e. 14.423 opined that it should bo 

¥ 

| between 26 yrs and 50 yrs. and 1 person i.e. O.SGjS said that it should 

¥ 

A 

9 be between SI yrs and 35 yrs. only. These views may be presented in 

I 

¥ the following table :» 

f Flews of 104 informants ( men and tamer. ) r er ^ydj. n g, 


* 

¥ 

« 

¥ 

¥ 

« 

¥ 

« 

¥ 

fl 


¥ 


« 

¥ 

t 

? 

e 

♦ 

« 

¥ 

f 

¥ 


S.Ko* Age group 


Marriageable ago 
for boys 

Total percentage 


Marriageable age 
for girls. 

Total percentage 


1 . 

0 - 

15 yrs 

- 

- 

2 

1.92 


16 *• 

20 yrs 

56 

34.62 

69 

63.55 

s. 

21 - 

25 yrs. 

52 

50.00 

32 

30.77 

4 . 

26 . - 

30 JTTS. 

15 

14.42 

1 

0.96 

5 * 

31 - 

35 yrs. 

1 

0.93 

- 

- 

*•* •*•»! 



104 

IOC# 

104 

1 Q 0 # ■ 
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ft 

frcn the above, it is evidently clear that according to the majority of 
of the views of 52 persons i.e. 50.00$ the marriageable age for boys shoi 
be between 21 yrs. and 25 yrs. and according to the majority of views of 
69 persons i*e. 66.35$ the marriageable age for girls should be between 




aid 


16 yrs and 20 yrs, 

(9) Expert in Household affairs * 

This point is also given due consideration while selecting the 
life-partner 0 men i,e, 16,98$ and 29 women i.e, 56.86$ viewed that the 
boy and the girl should be well-versed in house hold affairs and should 
know the elements essential in maintaining a peaceful home and family. 
They further viewed that the maintinence of a peaceful home depends upon 
the expertness of boy and the girl in household affairs and as such, 
such things p howsoever small in value, do count a lot in selecting the 
life-partner. 


(10) Family standard : 

The standard of the family from which the boy or the girl iG to 
be selected is also critically viewed as opined by 24 men i.e. 45.28$ 
and 1? women i.e. 53 .53$. The criteria for Judging the standard may 
differ according to various individual opinions. 

Though as explained above, it is evidently dear that the 
majority of persons give weightage to the opinion of their parents and 
their selections of life partners, yet day by day, the trend of 


selecting the life partner by the boys and the girls themselves ic 
increasing, and in the near future, we should not be surprised if 
cent percent boys and the girl select their respective partners them: 

Thor© might bo cases in which all the desired qualities and 
abilities are not found and one or the other requirement is missing. 


The really significant thing, is therefore, the value one places upon 
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any single factor* 

JPillLQ SOPHY OF L0V5 HAItRI^GF! 

iti8 glaring fact that the Christians are r.ov shewing their 
o x> many xn g p or son s on the basxs op j.ovcj can not* ho 

brushed aside. This is greatly due to inpact of western culture where 
complete freedom is enjoyed by each boy and the girl in selecting the 
life-partner. This was not so in fow decades ago but with the changing 
of times, the present generation has become more modern and the boys and 
the girls nix with each other very freely. In such an event, love is the 
jpre-requisite element and only because of their having developed love 
tot. rds each other that the boys and the girls have love-iiarriage. It 
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£2*pjot necessary that a boy or girl may marry the first person he or she * 

se^^-oy s ( q $ and their have been quite a number of nestings between then 9 

_ ch might have ultimately resulted in their marriages . A boy and girl ¥ 

$ 

nay have made several acquaintances before they have found the right one. ^ 

9 

VIhile acauaintance is determined in the first place by race, neighbourhood © 

t 

f eaily, social or economic status, school or college, faith, etc., it is | 

$ 

also deteiminedby a man’s or woman’s conscious effort* to cultivate the ^ 

right kind of friendliness patterns with those cf the opposite sec:. 9 

# 

After having gone through these stages of development in relationship ¥ 

9 

with one of the opposite sex, the boy gradually acquire enough experience ^ 

# 

and arrive at a point where ho can accept, as well as give, a greater 9 

degree of intimacy and sympathetic understanding, and emotional ties | 

f 

between the boy and the girl may become closer and more deeply established^ 

«• 

liben the boy meets someone who satiefiee, in most respects, his social 9 

♦ 

criteria of race, faith, social status, and so on, and who seems to ¥ 

satisfy his emotional needs, he then begin to reveol himself little by | 

& 

little in terms of his inner thoughts, feelings, desires and ambitions. | 
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In the later stages of tbs process of selecting a life-partner, a nature | 

and wbolcjscas love affair nay develop which reveals both the deepest f 

# 

feelings of mutual need and frank and sympathetic understanding of the needs | 

9 

of each other* In this final consummation- of friendship into a nature f 

<8 

engagement and potential marriage, each has arrived at the point where he f 
has less anxiety concerning himself and has acquired a predominant loyalty | 

f 

and paramount interest in the other person which, in each case, is reflected © 

¥ 

hy those attitudes and sentiments wo call appreciation, tolerance, and ^ 
sympathetic understanding* At this stage, now the boys and the girls have | 
arrived, at a state of emotional readiness for those responsibilities 


which marriage entails* 

In the above lines, I have attempted to present some of the 
processes as known by me in tho field and which involve in the beginning 
of mate selection and its development from the initial beginning into a 
successful engagement and potential marriage* 

By field-work has revealed, that 104 informants ( 53 men and 51 
worn© ) are of the views that greater importance should be given to tho 
vital point of selecting the life-partner as they are fully aware that 
such selection will subsequently fom or constitute the foundation of tho 
edific of the marriage, which should undoubtedly be sound and genuine. 

After capitulating the many and varied factors which are 
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considered in selection of the life-partner, it may be difficult to arrive $ 

£ 

at any conclusion as to which ones are the basic and most important 


because any one of then nay have so much emotional significance for a 
particular person that it nay become the cause of serious conflict after 
marriage* In general, every one wishes that his or her 3i.fe-partr.er must 
havo good personality, high education, and sound health and physique* 

He or she must come from a high and respectable family enjoying good 
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| social status* The boy is expected to be- having a lucrative icb or $ 

I V # 

V A 

f occupation to become economically independent* In any case, it is | 

| genuinely expected that the lifo-partner must be physic all;-, intellectually ,3 

§ ^ 

$ soc5.ally, economically and emotionally mature and grown up cnounh to f 

f | 

| understand and assume the responsibility v:hion raarriugo ui.11 ental ucon § 

l m t 

^ the couple* Like so r-isny things that concern carriage and human g 

l I 

| happiness^ the question of age for carriage, for example, is r.ot nearly | 

I ' I 

| so simple as it appears be a lay-man* It is Obviously difficult to f 

l fr 

I decide rigidly as at what age one should marry as it depends upon many | 

# I 

A <8 

I circumstances arad on ihe person » s own plans for life* * 

i ? 

8 It is clear that the happiness of veduei life depend in large $ 

t . I 

I measure on the selection of the life-partner. A house is as safe as its | 

f foundations. If the selection of the life-partner will be right, the f 

f t 

v marriage will undoubtedly be right. | 
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73B4S OF PQPHPIUS XI ABOUT SgilftiTIGG k LPE-PA^^R 

About choosing a life-partnor, Popo Pius XI has advised the 
Christians and a few examples from his encyclicals are enumerated telc\; :• 

« CK0Q3a YOBS LIFE PART ijm CfiBSfffiLLYff 

"The immediate preparation for a good married life is the err of cl 
choice of a partner. On that depends to a large extent the happiness or 
o then-rise of the future married state. The one party nay be to the other 
a great help in leading a good narried life or a great danger and hinderanec 

• " PHAY B5SOH3 YOP CHOOSE* * 

tfThose who contemplate marriage should pray diligently for God's 
help so that they may make their choice in accordance with the Christian 
prudence: not* indeed* led by the blind and unrestrained impulse of 
passion* nor by the desire for wealth or other selfish motives but by a 
true and noble love and by a sincere affection for the future partner.” 

« SS3K THIS ADVlGfc? OF PjMTS” 

^Let them take care to seel: the prudent advice of their parents 
•»?hose matured knowledge and expei*ience of human affairs may be a 
safeguard against a disastrous choice. Thus will they win more abundantly 
the blessing of the fourth Commandments Honour ifey father and thy mother 
that it may be v.dH, with thee." 

s PBgSSBrs PURITY OF HEARTS 

^It cannot he denied that the foundations of a happy married life* 
or the ruin of that happiness ** are set in the souls of boys and girls. 
Those who before marriage run after their own selfish pleasure and even 
give way to impure desires will* perhaps* be in the married state that they 
were before: they will reap what they have sown. In the home* there will 
be sadness* grumbling* mutual contempt* quarrels, coldness* weariness of 
domestic life* and worst of oil* such people may find themselves at last 
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f left alone vriLth their own uncounquercd passions, 0 
# 

f uj*HA£S:2CAL SHAKING FOR HOMS LIl^° 

«■ — “ 1 

ft 

# «3efore you enter upon a worldly carrer, yon devote much tine 

9 

| and study to the work of training: surety then there is need of thought 


| and care in preparing for the life long duties of the married ctats#.... 

# * • 

$ Those who are thinking of entering upon carried life should he well trained 
4 ? 

^ and prepared to support one another along the rough road of life, so that 
# 

| the father may be truly a father and the mother truly a mother to tlie 
f children. Thus it will come about that even the poorest home will become 

fi 

| a paradise on earth* a foretaste of Heaven 57 0 

$ 

| The Pope, as Father of the Christian family, has further advised 

¥ 

| that, R in order that the couple way not deplore for the rest of their 

l 

$ lives the sorrows arising fron an indiscreet carriage, those who are 
# 

| thinking of entering the married state should carefully deliberate 

a 

| before choosing the partner with whom they must pass the rest of their 

f 

| life* Let them consider first the interests of God and His Church, then 

XL 

9 of themselves, their future partner and the children to come," 

I 

# Happy mrried life is a paradise upon earth, but it is the 

| reward of prayer, self-denial and serious preparation during the tame 

I 

« of selecting the life-partner. 
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Ij?5s?&giAL HSffizarigs of Tzre Christian karriact:. 


# 

Froa the nature of tbs purpose of the marriage, tbs essential | 

JX 

properties of this contract has been deducted. These ere, first of ell, ? 

f 

its permanency and therefore the indissolubility of the carriage bond, 4? 

T 

Tbs element of divorce is therefore, altogether eliminated for, by the | 

a> 

alarming gravity of this evil, the welfare of the children is cost $ 

<8 

seriously imperilled and thus the primary purpose of carriage is largely | 
frustrated. For sufficiently grave reasons, of which she is the judge, | 

f 

the Church permits separation of the husband and wife but once a valid & 

f 

Christian marriage has been consummated, the possibility of divorce | 

<8 

in the ordinary sense of the term, is absolutely excluded and neither § 

the husband nor the wife can during the life time of the other, validly $ 

§ 

contract another marriage. This rigorous insistence of the indissolubili-^ 

¥ 

ty of the marriage bond undoubtedly at times works a great hardship to $ 

$ 

the innocent party. But this holds for practically all laws Those | 

<8 

primary object is the common good. And in regard to marriage and $ 

«• 

divorce, the common good is so profound that it admits of no relaxation ¥ 
of the law, | 

./mother essential property of Christian marriage is its unity, § 

t 

Polyandry, polygyny and bigamy are absolutely excluded by the law of the | 

A 

Church which demands the strict unity in marriage. The Christian marriage^ 

$ 

is an ideal of monogamy in which no man nay be married to more than one $ 

$ 

woman at any one tame, | 

To eliminate as far as possible, rash and undesirable unions, | 

f 

the Church provides numerous safe-guards, such as the previous f 

investigation by the Church of the competency of the candidates, the # 

? 

public proclamation of bans announcing the Intended marriage, giving | 

§ 

instructions to the candidiates on the nature and the duties of the ^ 

4 ? 




Christian ^ 


Marriage 


6 ? 




# 

t 


# 

$ 

« 

f 

ff 

* 

«> 


e 


t 

# 


* 

t 

« 


f 


u 

t 


married state, the formal acceptance of tbs contract in tho presence of 
witnesses and an authorised Minister of the Church, etc. 

The Church recognises no dual standard of morality for can 
and woman and the dignity in their naritEi relations is absolutely equal. 
The Church considers the procreation and care of children reasonably 
exercised in matrimony, as a sublimely privileged and meritorious way of 
serving God. The life of the unborn child is as sacred as that of the 
first citizen of the land. 

Though at first sight, the Church’s discipline in regard to 
carriage may appear intolerably severe, but all my 104 informants 
have viewed with pleasure that it is a divinely taught - and in can *s 
present state - a necessary safeguard to human happiness and that tho 
Church is the loyal champion of womanhood and of the child. 

REQUISITES OF A VALID MARRIAGE 

I wtiww id»i i ii ii imw«wwww 

1. Each of the parties should, as regard age and capacity, mental 
and physical, be capable of contracting a marriage. 

2. They should not, by reason of kindred of affinity, be prohibited 
from marrying one another. 

5. There should not be a valid subsisting marriage of either of 

the parties with another person. 

4. The parties, understanding the nature of the contract, should 
freely consent to marry one another. 

5. Certain forms should be observed. 

UTILITY OF MARRIAGE * ITS SgFlM^ o 

The marriage confers the status of legitimacy on children 

bom in wedlock and endows them with rights of inheritance which other 

children do not en^oy. It also gives rise to the relations of 

consanguinity and affinity. It brings into existence certain direct and 


TT 
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indirect rights in favour of either conjux. It cannot in General be 
dissolved merely by mutual concent, as other contracts arc The marriage 
cay be defined as the voluntary social union of ore car. and one versa 
for an unlimited time, entailing certain mutual rights and duties and 
evidenced by some legal fora or ceremony - religious or secular - 
expressive of the consent of the parties to enter ouch union • 

In ancient Home a woman on marriage passed into the *il&nus* 
of her husband and became subject like his slaves and children, which 
glare him absolute authority over her life, limb and property. 

The lav? applicable to Christians in India is more merciful 
to married women than either the lav? of the Hindu or l&hscsaedan Law. 


It renders them capable of entering into contracts holding property and 
suing and being sued in their own name. A wife does not lose the rights 
she possessed prior to her marriages but she acquires her husband* s 
domicile and various other rights in addition, as a consequence of her 
change in status. 

iXBlClhS 

k woman on being married loses her own domicile whether 
it is her domicile of origin or by acquisition and acquires that of 
her husband. But there is an exception that the wife’s domicile no 
longer follows that of her husband if they, are separated by the sentence 
cf a competent court of law, or if the husband is undergoing a sentence 
of transportation. 

GUMtDlfiHSHI? 

If a married woman is a major, she does not stand in need of 
any guardian to look after herself or her property, if she is a minor 
and goes to live with her husband in his house, she passes atone e into 
his guardianship. If she still remains with her parents, and has never 
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moved 5ntc her husband’s hone, her parents vttl continue to bo her 
de-facto guardians# 

WU&TiawtG'Z* 

Fieri the date of her naxxl&gc and on her proceeding to live 

adth her husband, the wife is entitled to maintenance at tho hands of her f 

§ 

husband or if the husband is himself a dependent upon his father, iron the | 

9 

husband’s parents. If she is refused to be maintained by the husband she £ 
can seek help of the competent Court of Lav. 

"CCKscgffiiqag . 

Another of the wife’s rights is in reference to intercourse 
involved in conjugal relationship. If her husband refuses to consumato 
or continue senna! relationship, she can institute a suit for 
restitution of conjugal rights. The .right of consortium is a mutual 
right which each party has against the other. 

«FlK!3asL 7«EarS3S* 


A husband is liable to meet the ©'ponses connected with his 
w5.fe’s burial when she dies, but a widow is not bound to pay for her 
husband’s funeral cut of her own pocket. 

« OCKT&iCPT£L CAPACITY 

In former times a married woman had no separate contractual 
capacity and could only contract along with and through her husband. 
After passing of «aarried Women’s Property Act III of 1874” which is 
applicable to Christians in India cnongst others, a married woman can 
now enter into any contract on her own account or take up any employment 
and any wages that she might earn by such employment becomes her own 
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RIGHTS OF Hv.OPl?HT X 


The wife does not get any right over her hu shard’s property 
except the right of maintenance# The husband too has no right against 
the wife’s property, unless there is a Joint settlement in favour cf 


h inself an d his wife* If the wife saves money out of an allowance given 
to her for house keeping or from the proceeds of Ms business, the savings 
belong to the husband, though they may be invested in the nsae of the wife. 


unless the intended such savings to be treated as gifts to her from him* 
COST OF SPIT 

If a wife brings a suit against ter husband for divorce or 
dissolution of marriage or Judicial separation or grant of alimony, 
according to the lay, she should bo entitled to have all the costs cf her 
suit paid by the husband even though the suit is against the husband* 
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CilAHER-4 

CHEgSTIfl! MARITAL RITES 

(a) Etag&gssent cerenony. 

(b) Karris ^e Service in the Church* 

(c) Significance of Marriage in Church* 

(&) Difference between a marriage 
celebrated in Church and that 
celebrated in Registrar^ Court* 
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| CHRISTIAN lifiHRXAES SiWIGE 

# 

9 2n every society and culture, with a view to accord social 

3 

l sanction to a specific element certain procedure is adopted, Similarly, 
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t 
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* 
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9 



with a view to give social and legal sanction to marriage, it is 
desirable that it should be celebrated according to the specific procedure 
prevalent or in vogue in that society. The procedure of celebrating 
marriage among the Christian Society in A^mer has been adopted with a 
religious point of view, and as opined by all my informants, marriage is 
considered as a relegious, sacramental and social service. According to 
them, like Hindu marriage, the Christian marriage is also celebrated 
with religious ceremonies in the presence and witness of God Lord Christ - 
in the Church. But unlike Hindu marriage in which ceremonies are 
prolonged and continued for 5 to 4 days, the Christian marriage is 
celebrated just in a day only. 

IffOAfiMK? C8BEKCKY 

After a careful selection of the life-partner, when a boy and 
the girl have finally accepted each other, to confirm their acceptance 
they have a formal engagement. In other words, the proposed marriage 
contract is usually preceded by a pre-contract, commonly known as 
engagement. Engagement serves two purposes. One, and perhaps the most 
important, is the opportunity it gives the couple to feel free to discuss 
the many questions which marriage entails 0 It is not that these cannot 
and are not discussed during the process of selecting the life-partner, 
but that when a couple reach the stage of becoming engaged, they are 
emotionally ready to consider the more serious problems and opportunities 
confronting them, if and when they marry. Second, their relationship 
has social sanction, and/tfaeir Christian community accepts their core 
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A $ 

, I An engagement extending over a period of frcmi- year to three ft 

I ' | 

years lias a greater chance of future marital happiness than one which £ 

% 

exists only a fev? days or weeks though no definite period of engagement ft 


# 

t 

ft 

ft 

# 

ft 

# 

ft 

© 

♦ 

ft 

ft 

ft 


ft 


ft 

ft 

© 

♦ 

ft 


has been laid down or proscribed or pro-fixed* It may even he done away, ft 

<? 

if the occasion so demands due to urgency or critical time* During the | 

ft 

longer period, it is possible for the persons to actually know each 
other better, to become bettor acquainted with each other f s family, to 
discuss the ideals each has in mind for his marriage, when to many and 
the kina of ceremony they want, hav to have what they want on the man’s 
income, the question of the wife’s working, the question of children 
c. discussion of the type of place they wish to live in, self- education 
on matters of housekeeping, finance, sex, etc* on which they may need 
help* This period of engagement gives the prospective couple a fair 
chance or opportunity to reconcile their views or differences, if any* 
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ft 
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ft 

ft 

ft 
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t 

ft 

ft 

ft 


f If these discussions do not result iri. a workable agreement, the engagement ft 


* 


ft 


VI 

ft 


is emphatically advised to bo broken* A broken engagement is better than 
an unhappy or a broken marriage, more especially when the Christian 
marriage is absolutely indissoluble* 47 men and 39 women opined that 
there must be engagement extending for a. period of minimum 6 months 
and maximum 1 year and it should not bo done away with. 

The engagement ceremony is celebrated among close relatives 
and friends with or without the presents of a priest* Tills usually 
takes place at the girl’s residence { which is quite unlike the Hindu 
custom ) but there is no hard and feet rule for this* If the priest is 
present, the engagement rings are blessedby him in the presence of the 
prospective couple to be engaged* Then the boy puts the ring on the 
small finger of tho left hand of the girl and then the girl does likewise* 
It is not essential that a priest should b-s present at the engagement 
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$ • ^ 

| cereffiony. The rings may be blessed by the priest in the Church and could # 

r ^ 

| bo placed on the figures in the presence of parents and witnesses. The % 

% . "| 

7 engagement ceremony is followed by serving of refreshments, e 

$ 

| A marriage is entered into for a lifetime and as such the actual I 

f t 

<s occasion of one’s engagement should be something upon which one can look t 

$ “ 

| bach as a happy and joyous event, performed in the presence of one’s $ 

§ family and dearest friends, 6 men and IS women ware of the opinion that t 

$ | 

| if the circumstances do not permit, due to certain unforeseen or unexpected# 

$ ^ 

A reasons, the engagement ceremony can be eliminated and straight away «- 

* t 

f - the uedding say be celebrated. But a proposal of marriage is a serious * 

A T 

ffl 

| natter and the engagement period gives fall opportunity to tbs prospective $ 

I . « 

# oouple to fully understand each other in the minutest detail. This t 

$ $ 

a clear understanding of each other before the actual wedding helps the # 

I f 

§ couple to continue thoir life-long union in an atmosphere of complete § 

f $ 

| haimony. | 

| Till 1 '; CHRISTIE MAKBlAQB RUES OH S5EWICSS * 1 

t ■ f 

| Marriage is, of course, as old as the race, and from earliest $ 

| times man has established customs and ceremonies in connection with it, | 

I 9 

$ The Christians believe intensely in the sacramental character of marriage - § 

f t 

| as a natural thing which is transformed by the touch of God, and as one | 

i & 

$ of the ways in which God makes Himself known in the world, The carriage ^ 

f ^ 

f service carries more than the rite by which two persons are united: it $ 

$ $ 

^ carries also the Christian philosophy of marriage. It is ’’Holy t 

1 I 

f matrimony’ in which they are to be joined. It is an ’honourable estate 1 , ^ 

i § 

! It was ‘instituted of God*, It. signifies to us ’the mystical, union wxth f 

I Christ and His Church’. It would be difficult to think of a liigher | 

| conception of marriage then this. | 
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i. 


Bridegroom & his best man 
before entering the Church 



Arrival of the bride and 
her maid at the Church. 


riecepti^n of or? de ct th 
3e s t ma n press n t . n ;; o o u q ue 





Bride's father offering 
her to the bride -groom* 


| t 



Bride a nd the br i de -*g r'bom 
kneeling before the altar 
in the Church# 



Priest performing marriage ceremony - 
Bridegroom putting golden ring in 
br i de ' s finger . 





3 ride and the bridegroom 
signing the ferriage dsglstor 
in- the Church . 



Bride and the bridegroom leaving 
the Church after marriage ceremony 
1 b over* 



Bride and the bridegroom- with the 
bestman end the 'laid coming out of 
the Church door to leave . 
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Then during tho service, the coupDe ir- advised. r ard therefor* 
in not by any to he entered into ur advisedl- 11 ^v. v,-4 

* - » ;* -*- — v.».- «.t< ^ 

discreetly, advisedly, soberly and 5i. the fear of Gcd r . }>re ir. ml forth 
the frame of mind in which marriage is - wisdom, vbich looks ell round th” 
picture before taking the stop - ard faith, which acts in this great natter 
only with the approval and help of God* 

Whenever a marriage is intended to he solemnised by any Minister 
of the Church, tho following procedure is followed: 

(a) One or both of the persons intending marriage shall give notice 
to the Ministers in-obarge of the Congregations to which the parties 
severally belong and shall state therein 

(i) The full ncae, the father’s name, the ago, the profession 
or occupation and the condition of each of the perrons 
intending marriage and their relationship, if any, to each other* 
(11) The dwelling place of each of thorn* 

(iii) The tame during which each has lived there* 

(iv) The place in which the marriage is to be solemnised* 

(b) The Ministers in charge, on receiving such notice, shell cause 
it to be published during the regular service in the places where the 
parties to bs married severally reside ( or if ihereb no Church in 
either of those places, in the nearest suitable place thereof ) on 
three Sundays* Publication of notice may be by proclamation during the 
service or by written notice displayed at the Church door* A Church 
Council may make rules providing for the relaxation :.n special cases of 
the period of publication of notice and for permission to publish notices 
of marriage on other days than Sundays, provided that ir. r.c case shall a 
marriage be solemnised without the lapse of at least P3 nours between tho ^ 

e 

first publication of the notice of marriage and the solemnisation of the g 
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After ths issue cf such certificate, tho carriage us? us 


f 

ft 

e 


carriage* 

(e) Sack Minister is; charge ( cr if the iii; .inter no autLerixc-, 
the tension Secretory j chail on the completion of such i-ubiic alien 
issue g certificate of publication having been &ofe and ox r.c lawful 
impediment Loving been shown, provided :- 

(i) That no lawful impediment has been sfcoun lo Lis satisfaction 
why such certificate should not be issued, and 
that when either of the parties is a minor, the Minister is 
satisfied that consent has been given to the marriage by tho 
person whoso consent is required by law. 

»: >nr % 

*-7 ^ 

solemnised -at the place of which notice has been given, by tho Mr.ictcr 

in charge of the pastorate in which that place is situated cr by any 

other Minister of Church authorised by him for that purpose. The marriage $ 

§ 

may be sol eternized in any other place than that of which notice has been 4 

ft 

given only with the written permission of the Ministers who have issued 
or caused to issue the certificates referred to in (c) above. 

If a marriage is not solemnised within three months after tho 
d&te of the first publication of notice of ths carriage, tho certificate 
of publication shall be void and no person shall proceed to solemnise 
the marriage until new notice has been given and certificates of tho 
publication thereof issued as provided above. 

(e) A Church Council may make provision for tho issue of special 

marriage licences under which a marriage may be solemnized without ths 
publication of notices required in this connection. I It is under steed 
during the course of ioy field-work that any rules in ths sewer sane by 
g Church Council shs23, require the sanction of ths 3 ssc usavs UOso-xtt&'O 
of the General Assembly before they are operated ). 
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C$o(@3<^>C$3 

/JL1 fcrnr o;. service for the scl opr i sa.t5.on of r.arri&ge which a rs 
at prec-et sr use rr. the Church irr.y be used, cmd row feras p.cybo used, 
provided that t v o folio-. ’inc shell Torn pertr of any ouch foras :- 
(:•) a lrclr.rr.t-* or by each of the ptrUcc th'.t they hnov of no 


ir -i tu.rj vio-y r ot be 1-riJfuliy joined together ir parriagn* or 

u:o'* , t by o'ch. of who p'-.r«.-.L«?r to such 0 . 3ccle.rat.ior’ road by the Minister 
r.ol-r.ir-: r tV- r-r rr.v; ~c cr n cb rrgo by the Minister that if they TenOv c£ 
=»:d* l-l-' j ;r:r*rt tl-y should «o*forr. it. arc! further, a charge by 
the Minis! or IV. i if ct.y : omo" prefect brows of any such inyedipcnt ho 

/v.- ■ ", ... -• p - 1 r-t 

» i.*-* ^ r *»' • *. . * . v . b \J fc 

{* 0 } . ■• r t by eh of t o : ’.rily* to question ashed by the Minister 

of their -’ill ' c 11 *e together** iv. fTnrist.i.an carriage. 

( 0 ; ihr -cr alighting by the part* or of their truth to each 

rl* or ir •• -dr sp eh. n by 0 oh, to the following effect :- 

"X, '*?■,, ■ be th-'3 C .e . , to by riy redded tiifc ( husband ) 

J.o.:,;, *.r v » boil, live, vc cording to 001*3 holy ordinance. w 
(.1) 7 he i lac by the of a rl'q upon the vouan * r. finger, with 

Suitable were' , a j the rose i**i"' f of the s- v.e by her. 

Ihvaav bio-; ly the I lit lister tint they :.ro nun and wife. 

4 

j’r'-yer t’-.d ble-'niry by the Mil' inter* 

..ccor.'.i .y to -.he traditions and cartons, certain forte is used 
Per the rcl.e. .aJ vatic.. of the r. rringe service in the Ghurch. The wedding 
nay tale yj wee it. the i.ornii „ or in the eronirg according to the choice 
of the 00 vile, beu-ll;;, the coupler- heve their wedding corcriony in the 
f r.er.-i:. j ;.s 1.1*0 Church also rccceme.ids accordingly. high ::cor., or evening 

| allies are ,.ot in >oopi:.;; with the spirit of the Church which has 

£ 

f ir.r.cp'-r-bly avtucl.oi . - ucst tcuchiztg ar.d efficacious bios sing to the 

4 

f Kuptiwl ;.„cs. It is however, r.ct obligatory or canpulcoiy that the 
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f carriage ceremony should be followed by the Mass. Viby seme people $ 

# ft 

| prefer to have thoir wedding ceremony followed by the Huptial Hass, f 

I is because they wish to communicate themselves with Christ by receiving I 

| another sacrament called lloly Communion. Homan Catholic Church attaches f 

T a 

| significance to liuptiul I 

s> . $ 

$ The marriage functions are as follows. $ 

4? $ 

| The bridegroom first goes to Church along with tho bostman i.e. | 

$ $ 

f his man in waiting and along with his bestman he walks up to the rails $ 

# ft 

| of the main altar of the Church and there kneels on a bench specially | 

& - ■ * . . ft 

| kept there for the couple. Tho boatman then comes out to wait for the w 

f f 

| bride. After a vhilc. the bride cones along with her parents, bride’s * 

T ' $ 

| maid and flower girls. At the entrance of the Church the oestman hands f 

? § 

r her father who is to give her away in marriage. They are followed by f 

e # 

| the flower-girls, bostman and other relatives. !7hen the bride and | 

f f 

# her father reach the altar rails, the father makes the bridge kneel at $ 

f f 

f the side of the bride-green and he along with the other people takes ® 

T T 

& $ 

| places in the other benches. ^ 

$ $ 

f The priest ulor.g with his servers come to the altar and prayers $ 

% <8 

| arc offered. After this, the priest comes to the £ltar and gives a | 

# ' « 

« short instruction about marriage and its responsibilities. After the | 

f f 

f instruction is over, the copul c vrith tho best-man and bride’s maid, $ 

f # 

| vail: opto tho foot of the altar. The rings are then produced by the | 

% $ 

f boat-man which aro placed on a tray. The rings are then blessed by the $> 

l f 

| priest. Tho bridegroom and then the bride swear before God to love, $ 

^ comfort, honour and keep the other to the end of their days. Only | 

| vh~n thev havo both so promised this deep promise to God does the | 

1 f 

g ceremony proceed to tho parent offering his daughter’s right hand, ^ 

^ f 

taken by tho priest and by the priest joined to tho man’s right hand. $ 

t > 
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Christian *1" 

* - - - - - — 

Tfco bridogroom speaks to the following effect t- 

n ^>* ^ :c ^ G0 8 ••**•• to be my lawfully 

wedded w5.fo so long no we both live, according to God's holy 
ordinance.' 1 

Ilar.do arc then separated and rejoined by the priest and the bride 
then nance the sane promise to her bridegroom the following effect 

n I, •••••••••••• . take thes, .«••••••••••• to be my la\jfu31y 

wedded husband so long as wo both live, according to God's 
holy ordi'ance R . 

The wedding ring is then placed by the bride-groom on the fourth 
finger of the left hand of the bride and the final promise is made by 
the bride-groom as under 

f, ’’ith this ring I thes rod; with ny body I thee honour, and 
all ny vorldy goods with thee I share; in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 0 
The bride also dees the came repeating the words as above. 

Then follows the prayer that "they may surely perform 
and keep the vow and covenant betwixt them made" and that they "may 
ever remain in perfect love and peace togehter. 0 Tfco priest declare, 
r *hoce whom God hath joined together, let no man put asunder..*... I 
pronounce that they be man and wife together* 1 . 

Then tfco Carriage service moves into the last stage - the 
Bonodication, beginning with the singing or saying of a Psalm. There 
follow certain prayers; that they r.ay profitably learn from reading 
the Bible. Then follows a prayer that they may live long together, 
have children and see then grow up chrictianly and virtuously. And the 
t h ird prayer is that nothing nay ever part them asunder. 
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a The eorvicc ends with the blessing* $ 

l <5 

| n Alnignty God, pour upon you tho riches of his grace, sanctify \ 

| and bless you, that ye may please him both Sn body and soul. # 

£ 9 9 

# and lire together in holy love unto your lives* end. R t 

f 

| The Carriage Service in the Church is so balanced and beautiful. 1 

l f 

f It is sinple, without being too cinple as to be t rival. It gives some idea J 

<s f 

| of its completeness, the simplicity and sincerity of the purpose. | 

a /if ter the marriage service is over, the bride and the bride-groom f 

t & 

T go to the sacristy which is a small room behind the main altar and there f 

# # 

| they sign tho Marriage Register which is witnessed by two other persons. « 

9 . ¥ 

§ The purpose of signing the register is to maintain a permanent record $ 

f 

| with could bo used for further reference when Runs etc. are announced. ^ 

l $ 

£ After the signing cf the register is over, the couple come out of Church $ 

§ e 

f whore they are greeted by their parents, relatives, friends and well- f 

| wishers. Thic being over, the bride and the bride-groom go for a driver, $ 

9 * 

§ or for having their wedding photographs, while in the mean time the people g 

t t 

| gather in the reception hall. After the arrival of the couple after short | 

# ft 

f time, the ’.redding cube is blessed by the priest and the cake-cutting $ 

ft % 

f ceremony takes place. This is follovred by a toast which is answered by J 

I I 

# th« bride-groom after which fellows the reception. The bride and the J 

f 9 

# brid<~- groom are the first to leave the reception after which the people $ 

f S 

| disburse to their respective hones. | 

I A 

| SjgPP£lfi ERAST a 

# f 

f /-O men out of 53, and 51 women out of 51, further viewed that $ 

^ tbrox.'ing a dinner party or conothing of this sort, is not obligatory and 9 

# if one does so, it is only because of a sons© of social prestige. Ifo j| 

? case was, lioxrevor, found by me in xrhich refreshments xjere not served. It ^ 


9 is according to one , s financial capacity for such feasts or parties and | 
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in cases uhon pecuniary position doos not peinit, such parties can bo ft 

ft 

done away with, # 

JPOhlg AH D V.TSDPJHG PH gSgSTS f 

"* ' " “ 

A 

As far as dowry is concerned , it is not compulsory or obligatory 

for tho bride ‘s parents to give dowry. But in all cases under my field 

work, wedding presents were received by tlio bride and the bride-groom 

from relatives and friends. This is again not obligatory bat the 

expression cf affection and social etiquette. 

Tir, GXG : :iriC/'.-JCl OF K/JgRlAgS S,' THij GnURGli. 

In cent percent cases under ray field work, the marriages of ell. 

carried can arid women ( 40 con and 49 women ) were celebrated in the 

Church because of tho sacramental and religious nature of the marriage 

according to the ChriGtian conception and philosophy. 

Those who get married in Church accept the Divine Institution 

of marriage. They acknowledge that whatever things have deviated from 

their right order cannot be brought back to that original state except by | 

ft 

a return tc the Divine plan and to God its Designer. Pope Leo XIII has f 

ft 

said, r It is a Divinely appointed law, that whatsoever things are constituted 

ft 

ft 

by Goa, the author of nature, these are found the more useful and $ 

f 

salutary, the more they remain their natural state, unimpaired and unchanged*? 

in as much as God, the Creator of all things intimately knows what is J 

a 

suitrd to tho constitution and the preservation of each, and by Ris will | 

♦ 

ard mind has so ordained all things that each may duly achieve its purpose. | 
But if the audacity a. id impiety of men would change and disturb this | 

order of things, cc providentially disposed, then indeed things so ^ 

§ 

wonderfully ordained will begin to the injurious, or will cease to bo ft 

f 

beneficial. 11 By their zsanying in Church, they accept, tho Divine plan ft 

v 

taught by the Church. That is to say, that marriage with the fall of | 
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nan hao lied its fall, nnd that it has boon restored to its purity in 
Jucsus Christ the Restorer of ell things. They ore also instructed by 
the Church as to tbo Christian implications of such acceptance* 

Secondly, the Christians accept carriage as a Divine calling. 

"Dearly beloved, \:c are gathered together here in the sight of God..... 
to join together this ::e.n this vonan in Holy Katriraony*'. In the Church 
the atmosphere is different from that of the Civil Registrar, for the 
vows arc to ho made before God and in the fellowship of Christian people, ft 

f 

In Church it ic acirxvledgod that He who called them to that state would | 

m i£> 

be faithful to help them to .fulfil His purpose in marriage, and hence His f 

9 

blessings are courfct in prayer dt the ceremony. $ 

ft 

Thirdly, it is significant that the congregation of the faithful | 

f 

take part in the ceremony * Ilarriage is a. special form of the comauniion ft 

of saints. The voiding ceremony 5.n the church is the solemn establishment ^ 

ft 

of r. not? homo congregation. Within the larger circle of the parochial $ 
congregation, a mailer congregation is formed, th9 cc r gregation of a 
j'.or.e. by that the newly married couple take up a new office in the 
Church. The congregation nukes Itself co-responcible for the fact that 
tvo of its combers nurry. 

for reasons capitulated above, the Church discourages Civil 
•Xrriago. licwever, the Christian society duly recognises marriages 
cclcbraW in the Registrar's Court. But the people carrying in the 
Registrar's Court do come to the Church to seek blessings of the Lord. 


♦ 

ft 

♦ 

f 

The Christians believe intensely in the sacramental character of marriage. «> 

f 

The marriage service in the Cliurch carries more than the rite by which | 

two persons arc united, it carries also the Christian philosophy of | 

A 

uLZTi^':** It in Hioly r.afcrir.ony 15 , and ^bonourabio eotato* and was | 

$ 

f "instituted by God." It signifies "the mystical union that is betwixt f 
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^ ^1 
| On** on« Hi* Church". All each Cteictto philosophies about narriago J 

I 

nro missing in waddings performed in the Registrar's Court, That is 1 
the Groat fault of the Registrar form of marriage. Its poverty of ! 

I 

thought, its rScViculouf prr-vity, Itr. poorness of commitment shout to 
high heaven that in a trJvcl thing - which by ony genuine understanding 
of human nature, quite apart from mutual understanding and belief, it 
is net ard ought never to be no considered. 

Tim GhriEtir.no are of the opinion that the sacramental character 
cr nature of the marriage in loot in Registrar's Court and then, it 
becomes simply on ordinary contract -like any other business contracts - J 

TF 
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which can be dicrol-'o:! ac and when willed so. On this account, the 
Christians foolthat cut of all the various forms of marriage ceremony, 
there ir ret o^e vhici is to rounded, balanced, beautiful, complete 
and oil .pie w the "arris.;* Service in the Church performed according 
to Frcycr Boo 1 .:., 

Crsidop, the Church believes that marriage is a holy estate, 
instituted b;r God or.d re rjcicting In the natural order, and alGO that 
Lori's pi’i'cixlf! star lari of marriage is that it is a divine 
Institution, j - vclvin - a Ilf.- -long union for better for for worse of 
or. a with one re* an to the inclusion of all others on either side, 
and that the marriage relation signifies tho mystical union of Christ 
ar.d hie Church, The Church fd so realises the responsibility for doing 
all. that lino in its power both to provide proper instructions in the 
r coning, pr*vil f> ^ea a* d duties of Christxun marzo-ago and to ensuxo, 
vl» r *n it c*oj f *T.eis /, s . * pr 1 ** rl a g** , that uhs contracoxng partj.es have not 
only received nrd understood such instructions but also intend that 

j ■ yj'j Q'i Li.fe shall c a ■ ’ Icrri to the Christian sjosndda* Such 
responsible ard n>or*.d protection is totally missing for the couples 
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* vho celebrate their weddings In the Registrars Court • t 

l _ 2 

f Like the noon, carried happiness has phases* It shines* it f 

# * W 

xL to 

# vanes* Pifficult5.es in married life are to be solved* Marriage is § 

9 .. | 

# an adventure* Married life is to conquer difficulties and certainly f 

f <B 

* ft 

| divorce is not its end. Christian carriage is something spontaneous, | 

* f 

$ healthy, vigorous, creative, loving, something vorth fighting for, «■ 

* f 

| something worth suffering for* | 

$ * «• 
| «'..liero shall vc find words to declare the happiness of that $ 

# # 

® carriage x.hich the Church ordains, which the Holy Sacrifice confiras, t 

a a 

4 which the nuptial blessing seals, which the angels proclai, and which J 

f f 

§ is ratified by God, our Father? 1 ’ - a highly educated male inComant <s 

? f 

a interrogated* 2 
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C II A i T n RrS 


CHRISTIAN HA3RI&G5 /JiDWIGISLATION 


(u) The Indicn Chriciion iiurriugo Act, 1872. 


(b) 7hn Indian Divorce Aot t 1869* 


(c) Isj-EdiiAcr.ic oi' Christian liarriuge. 
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ggniLTlAN h/U^lAG?: AMD LJHSLATliQK 


In lnd^a, various legi si at ion c have been woe Bed in connection ^ 

v5.th Christian marriage. First cf all. The Indian Christian ferriage | 

Act was passed on 18th ,T U ly, in 1872 ( Act AT of 1872 ) and from time I 

$ 

l.o tine various rsiondr.ents wore mode in It. Specially in 1874, 1891, | 

1T03, 1911, 1929 and 1926 amendments vara made in this Act. This was S 


prepared by Shri Ritchie ard xvio presented in the Legislative Council. I 


There -re EP sections end 5 schedules of this ; ;ct. 


r~9i.:-: cHfiam: iPuiai -.c.' act. ia?p. 


Jr p'-rt I of this Act, t]:e persons b,v whom marriages 
or erg ibe Chi-iniiane miy b:; c.ol«.-f»i:i;-.ed, have been described. Besides, 


u 

Priests or Ministers cf the Churches, other persons capitulated therein 9 


r.ny be licensed to grsnt certificates of marriage between Indian 


Christian r. According to recti c: 7, Etrte or General Government may $ 


u 

appoint or.o or more Christians to be the Marriage Registrar or Registrars § 


c.r* in their ebrence, a Magistrate of the district may also act as 


Karri'; go Registrar. 


In part II of this Act, time and place at which marriages 


nay solemnised have been described. In tei*as of section 10 , a 


M 

ij arris rn :?u'* be sole r '. >r >1s^d between the hours of sill in the morning and & 

4 

seven in the even* It has sane niror exceptions also • According to ^ 

9 

s<~ct'' 0 ;i i* , place for colcanising marriage has been fined and which can $ 

t 

only be a Church. If there in no Church vitliin 5 wiles distance by | 

th- shortest route, the marriage can be sol am feed at other places also* | 

9 

Tn part. HI, there arc sections from 1?. to 26 wherein 9 

$ 

r.vmJ a^cs to be solemn? j;ed by Ministers of religion 3.iccnsed under # 

this Act, has been described. According to section, 12 notice of g 


A 

intended marriage should bo given in writing in the prescribed schedule ^ 

4 ? 
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to tho Minister of religion by one of tbs persons intending to marsy. | 

According to Section is, publication of such notice should be made by | 

§ 

tho Minister or Religion# In csotion 14$ notice of such intendod m&rrl&gG $ 
in private dialling has boon mentioned and in such a case, due notice is % 

V 

to be given to the Marriage Registrar. According to section 15, if one | 

$ 

of the persons intending marriage is a minor due notice will be given f 

to tbs Marriage Registrar and according c to section 1 G, the consent of | 

$ 

tho father or guardian or the mother of the minor is required. $ 

f 

In part IV, there are sections from 27 to 37 and wherein the | 

lavs regarding registration of marriages have been mentioned. | 

<s 

In part V, there are sections from 58 to 59 and wherein the $ 

«- 

Icvrc concerning marriages solemnized by, or in the presence of a f 

i 

Marriage Registrar, have been enumerated. As stated above notice of # 

1 

intended marriage before Marriage Registrar in to be given and | 

• <g> 

publication of ouch notice is to be done by the marriage Registrar. | 

9 

Then the parties to intending marriage take an oath that there is no $ 

% 

lawful impediment against their intended marriage. Thereafter a f 

& 

certificate in is cued to them by the Marriage Registrar and they can even £ 

* 

nariy in the press’' ce of the Marriage Registrar. $ 

7 

JU 

In part VI, there are laws in connection with the marriage ^ 

I 

of K-utive Christians as enumerated in sections from GO to 65. The $ 

♦ 

folio wing conditions, on which marriage of Eativo Christians may be | 

& 

certified, are capitulated in section 60 9 

9 

(i) That tho age of tho man intending to be married shall exceed $ 

$ 

1C yearn and the age of woman intending to be married shall exceed IS | 


years. 


The Chile marriage Restraint Act of 1929 is applicable also | 


to native Christians. 
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( 2 ) That neither of the parsons intending to bo carried shall 

have a idfo or husband still living* 

(s) That in the presence of a person licensed under section 

and of at least two credible witnesses other than such parson, each of 
tho parties shall say to tho other - 

"I can upon these persons here present to witness than 
I A #B* , in tho presence of Almighty God, and in the name of our Lord 
«7csus Christ, do take thee, C,D« to bo ray lawful we dde d wife ( or 
husband ) or cords, to tho like- effect* 

Fart VI will rot apply to Roman Catholics vide Section G5 

of this Act* 

Thorn is provision of penalties in Part VII wherein there 
are sections fro." GG to 7G. According to section GG, whoever takes false ft 

ft 

oath or gives false declaration ard notice for procuring marriage, shall | 
bo dccraod to have committed the offence punishable under section 195 
of the Indian Penal Code with Imprisons.'' t i of either description for a 
tom which v.vy extend to three years ard, at tho discretion of the court, | 
with fi.no. Vide feet ion 74, unlicensed person granting certificate 
protending to be licenced cbtfll bo .punished with imprisonment for 
a tom which r.-'y extend to five years, end shall else be liable to fine. 

There are sections free. 77 to 88 in Part Fill wherein 
levs on miscellaneous ratters have been capitulated* 

Tira p:dlt; divq ;c^ »ct* is g? 

This act is applicable on the Christians in India* Tho 
Indian Divorce Act was passed on 26th Feb*, in 18G9 ( Act IV of 
10C3 ) to amend tho lay relating to divorce and matrimonial causes of 
persons professing the Christian religion and to confer upon certain 
courts jurisdiction in natters matrimonial. There are 14 parts of this 
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Act, tihich have G2 sections and 14 schedules* 

Tho following chief provisions have been provided in tbit 


Act* 


(1) Dissolution of Marriage 

(2) JIullity of Marriage 
(s) Judicial Separation 

(4) Protection order 

(5) Restitution of Conjugal 
Rights. 

(6) Dcrures and costs 
DlShOLLI IQ.- 0? K h'niUAu?, . 


part III 
Part XV 
Part V 
Part VI 


Part VII 
Part vm 


f 

In Part III of this act, there arc sections frost 10 to 17 # 

$ 

reg-rair.g the dissolution of marriage. Any husband, under section 10 ^ 

V 

of this act, may present a petition to tho court, praying that his $ 

marriage may be dissolved cn the ground that his wife has, since $ 

& 

the solemnisation thereof, been guilty of odulteiy. 9 

f 

Ar.y wife may present a petition to the Court, praying -chat § 

f 

ft 

here marriage nay be dissolved on the ground. ^ 

(1) That her husband has exchanged his profession of $ 

§ 

Christianity for tho profession of some other religion, f 

I 

ar.d gone through a foxn of marriage with another woman. | 

$ 

(2) that nor husband has boon guilty of incestuous adultery. f 

$ 

(3) that her husband lias been guilty of bigamy with | 

f 

adultery. $ 

$ 

(/.) that her husband has boon guilty of marriage with another § 

$ 

woman v.ibh adultery. f 

W 

that her husband has been guilty of rape, sodomy or ^ 

bestiality. $ 
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(6) that her husband lias been guilty of adultery coupled with | 

$ 

such cruelty as without adultery would have entitle her to | 

X L 

a divorce a mensa-ot-toro. ^ 

(7) that her husband has been guilty of adultery coupled with & 

$ 

desertion, without reasonable excuse for two years or | 

upwards. $ 

Upon c-ny such petition prscantod by a husband, the petitioner | 

A 

shall noise the alleged adulterer a co-respondent to the said petition, J 

$ 

ar» c required vide section 11, unless he is accused from so doing on | 

one of the following grounds, to be allowed by the court ^ 

© 

(1) that the respondent is leading the life of a prostitute, $ 

# 

and that the petitioner knows of no person with whom the f 
adultery has been ccrmitted; ^ 

(n) that the none of the alleged aulterer is unknown to the § 

. t 

petitioner, although he has made due efforts to discover it; | 

(?, ) that the alleged adulterer is dead. . $ 

§ 

Vide section 17, every decree for a dissolution of marriage f 

W 

r.ade by a District Judge shall bo subject to confirmation by the High J 
Court. f 

t 

rCLLITY OF M/iHRlAGiS | 

A 

Vide section 18 and Part IV of this act, any husband or § 

| 

^:ife mar srocent a petition to the District Court or to the High Court, g 
praying th-.t his or her marriage may bo doclared null and void. ^ 

/•ccord irr to section 19, such decree may be made on any of the § 

9 

following grounds f 

. v 

that the respondent was impotent at the time of the marriage # 
and at the time of the institution of the suit. | 


£ -ton-ton** 
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( 8 ) 


(5) 


( 4 ) 


«■ 
£ 

that the parties arc within the prohibited decrees of 1 

I 

consanguinity (whether natural or legal ) or offimity. $ 

$ 

that either party was a lunatic or idiot at the time of tho I 

t 

narrxnge. <s 

% 

that tne fomcr husband or wife of either party was living 
at tho time of the ncrriag< 3 , and the marriage with such 
former husband or vi.fo was then in force* 
rothing in this rostion shall affect the jurisdiction of 
the High Court to malce decrees of nullity of marriage on the ground 
that the co .rent of cither party was obtained by force or fraud* Vide 
section 20, every decree of nullity of carriage mode by a District 
Judge shall bo subject to confirmation by the High Court, 

ffanicl r j. raP.iV.TION 

f 

According tc section 22. of part V of this act, the husband | 

sy 

or wife nay obi o in a decree of judicial separation, on the sound of 
adultery* or cruelty, or desertion without reasonable excuse for two 
years or upwar’c, and such decree shall have the effect of a divorce a 
r.cnsa-rjt-toro, under tho existing lav, and such other legal effect as 
hereinafter mentioned* Vide section 23, application for judicial 
separation on any one of the grounds aforesaid may bo mode by either 
husband or vifo by petition to the District Court or tho High Court, 
and the Court, on ool ng satisfied of tho truth of the statements made 
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* 


in such petition, ard that there in no legal ground why tho application 9 

$ 

should r.ct bo granted, nay decree judicial separation accordingly* | 
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ft Vide section 27 of part VI , any wife to whom section 4 of 

| tbo Indian succession Act, 1925 does not apply, nay, vhsn deserted by 

¥ 

| her husband, present a petition to the District Court or the High Court, 

9 ^ y tor such docorfeion* for dn ordsr to protect &uy property 

ft 

¥ vhich she nay have acquired or nay acquire, and any property of \-Mch 

t 

ft chc nay have become possessed or nay become possessed after such desertion, 
ft 

f ngarnct her husband or hie creditors, or any person claiming under Mn* 

| rvJffiTurio,. oy ccjusal rigid . 1 s . 

¥ 

§ vi.de recti on 5£ of Part. VII of this act. when either the 

¥ 

f husband or the wife has, without reasonable excuse withdraw from the 9 

* ¥ 

a society of the other, either wife or husband nay apply, by petition to ft 

• ¥ 

| the District Court o~ the High Court, for restitution of conjugal | 

fi $ 

^ rights, --a the Court, on being satisfied of the truth of the statements 

f ft 

# mulu in each petition, and that there is no legal ground why the ¥ 

I eptdicaticn chsuld not be granted, may decree restitution of conjugal £ 

I ‘ ¥ 

ft riots accord j.-‘Giy« § 

* ¥ 

¥ HrJj it!i > « uJ COCT'c. a 

ft ^ 

X Vide cectior. o<- of dart VIII, any husband may, either in a ft 

f % | 

* petition for dissolution cl unrriago or for judicial separation, or in f 

¥ | 

| a petition to the District Court or the High Court limited to such | 

# £ 

ft object only, cl<-.im dc mages iroii any person on the ground of his having | 

ft .1 

¥ ccanittc-a adultery with the wife of such petitioner. Such petition shall | 

I ¥ 

S be served on she t-JJLogel »«diuitoi*or and the wife, unless the court m 

¥ # 

| dirpenr.es with such service, or directs come other service to bo | 

f substituted. The damages to bo recovered on any such petition shall. f 

% bo coccrtoinod by Lna r.olj court# altboush tho reopoedents or either f 

1 I 

T of thes ooy r.ot uppoor# a 

i * 
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Vide; section 56, the wife nay seel: alimony and according to tbs 
provisions of section 57, port XIII of this act, if there is no appaol 
the parties may have liberty to marry again after six months from the 
date of an order of a coart. According to sections S8 ard SS, nc 
Minister, specially -.nglish Ministers, can be compelled to solemnise 
marriages of persons divorced. 

i:-ii ni:,-:.: Yd oy it CHfgarx/Ji mabrI-agi, 

YlJe following arc the impediments that is obstacles which 
would invalid: .to a;-, ctto..:ptci marriage: 

( i / of liberty ? 

-here one of tin parties is already carried, the attempted 
r.irriago vould hj invalidated ns r:o Christian, \ihO has already once 
n-’.rricu ..ml hie or her life-partner in dive, is diouci to marry a 
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either of the parties is iacotent at the time of itarriageJ 

ft 

9 

rich attcv.Lt i marriage would bs invalidated* # 
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(iii) Coei 'cj or. ; g 
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In the eyes of tho Church, and in teras of the Child Marriage 
Restraint Act, 1229, the hoy should not he less than 16 years and the 
girl not less than 15 years at the time of marriage. But the child- 
carriage, if performed, becomes vailed in the yes of the Church when 
after reaching sufficient maturity, both parties freely ratify the 
contract made by their guardians in their behalf. But gener all y, ehild- 
norriages arc not favoured by tho Church. 

CONTRACTUAL CAPACITY : 

Marriage being a contract, the parties to the marriage should 
have contractual capacity at the time of the wedding and should give 
their own free will, without coercion, duress or undue influence. That 
is to ray, they must not he lunatics or of unsound mind, in which case 
a decree of nullity of marriage can be obtained. The express consent 
of a guardian is necessary in a case where one or the other contracting 
parties in minor, if the marriage is celebrated by or in the presence 
of a Marriage Registrar or a Minister of religion licensed to celebrate 
marriages, 

Ky f icld-\:orl: has revealed that there has not bean even a 
case in which the either of the parties was minor at the time of marriage. ^ 
Besides, The chu.d M.rriagc Restraint Act, i'29 is applicable to the 
Christians in India in terms of which the chile-marriage has become 
illegal. 

Tim FOR CnLEORATrAO MARRIAGE , 

Vide section 10 of the Christian Marriage Act of 1872, 
marriage must bo solemnised between C A.M. and 7 P Ji* Exceptions are, 
however, provided in tho case of clergyman of the Church of England 
(when ho l:an obtained a special- license ), of the Church of Rome and 
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HUH® C;^ A MARRIAGE S3 CSLEBIil/iTiSn 
l‘!o clergyman of the Church of England is allox-ied to 
solemnise a marriage at any place other than a Church p unless there 
is no Church x.’ithin a five mile distance by the shortest route to 
his place and a special license authorising him to solemnize the 
marriage elsewhere is given hy the Bishop. As regards other persons* 
apparently they can solemnise the wedding anywhere* 

Under the Indian Christian Marriage Act* 1872* Marriage 
p^gistrars and persons specially licensed can celebrate the marriage 
anywhere. 

Since the Christian marriage* as eluoidatod in exhaustive 
details above* is very carefully planned being a life-long union due to 
its indissolubility, it is celebrated invariably in the Church. 
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CHRISTI/sK KAKHIAGg & IPS PKCBEEMS 

i 

(a) Mixed Marriage - its neaning and defects* 

(b) Divorce - Indissolubility of Marriage* 

(c) V.'idow - remarriage. 

(d) Child - carriage. 

(c) Dowry system. 

(f) Class and caste cycteas. 
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J CHRIST I AH n ARRIAGS ARQ Us PRQRLmq J 

| $ 

| After concluding my fieldwork, I have genuine reasons to feel $ 

| ttiat llke * iindu KoiriagB and its connected problems of serious nature, there | 

| are no such acute and serious problems connected with the Christian marriage. * 

v f 

| Dowry system, bride price, child-marriage, viidowhood and xddow-reaarriaga , | 

J separation, divorce etc. are some of the accute problems connected with I 
§ & 

9 Hindu Marriage but the attitude of the Christians towards these problems $ 

| has reduced the graveness of these problems to a greater extent, with tho l 

9 f 

% result that such grave problems do not crop up with the Chrisitan marriage. * 

f ' 

| But it would r.ot be out of place to touch the issues of deep | 

| concern like nixed marriages, divorce or the indissolubility of marriage $ 

I * 

T union besides dov.-ry system, bride prior? 9 child marriage, x&doi**remarriage 9 
* * 

& a 

i etc. in relation with a Christian marriage. 1 

9 " ♦ 

# it is no because tho Christians have been greatly influenced f 

t | 

| by the western philosophies and culture with the result that they have | 

9 . # 

# broader cut-look towards tho sacramental character of marriage* Their own f 

f views and philosophies are based on the teachings of Lord Christ and His t 

V j 

| Church which arc greatly responsible in eliminating or solving the so-called » 

f t 

% problems to an appreciable extent. § 

I f 

| C/hilSII/j'-S* /J'TirUDTv TG’.Ii^RDS KIX53 MARRIAGES. | 

J 9 

f Marriage x:as ordained in order that the natural instincts and $ 

# 

t affections, implanted by God, should bo hallowed and directed aright; that | 
| those xrho arc caUcd of God to this holy estate, should continue in pureness | 
of living. Marriage vras ordained for the mutual society, help and comfort $ 

that the one ought to have of the other, both in prosperity and adversity. | 

▼ 

Ihio In n tnio a,i erncioun acpcot of Christian ccrriaES, for it emphasizes | 
! that need for patience, empathy and unselfishness, the possession of Aicii | 

I 

| lie at the heart of a truly hoppy murrioge. Marriage is the fpreat way in | 
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V 

f “ ich ttl ° *“ hateco of thc h ®» *— - ®® and women - ara united."* 

| in a living bridge which Joins husband and wife, and which they build 

{ tOEOther **"* Ul ° * at0 ' *“«• **» e"4. the husband and «if a BBst 
| "^g' -30 te °* ° r 13011 0f “«*- bub the Christiana, attitude 

A? 1 nUrrla!!0 hM Pr0TOJ oonolB8 i^ that they do not favour 

e i ^g gl- et- gX as the very purpose, nobility and saeredness of f 

l^tbe r-arriaro are frustrated or marred to the core in mi*ed marriages as ! 
theix opinion in this connection may be presented in the following table:- I 


Opinion, regarding Mixed Marriage 

Mixed marriage 

S3 men 

Total Percentage 

51 women 

Total Percentage 

Favour 

1 1.89 

m — 

Airfare urea 

52 96,11 

51 100/ 


55 100/ 

51 100/ 
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t 

ft 

f 

V 

ft 
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ft 


ft 

t 

ft 


r rcr. t he .'-hove it ic evident that out of 104 informants, only | 

i man h'-e opin'- 1 in favour of mixed carriage and the rest 103 have disfavour^ 

ft 

-cd it, Tl:rre bar been r.o cace of mixed marriage in the cases of my 


ft 


informants • 


Ly a r.i ::cd marriage ic meant one between a Cliristian and non - $ 


ft 


Christian, It may be elucidated that the union of a ,r bom Christian* 3 
’•ith n p cor.vcrt ,! in not a nix^d marriage. The Church discourages 
emphatically cuch mixed marriages as the difference' of religion often 
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t 
t 

creator a \: -.11 of ice between husband and wife • Before marriage, presses $ 

ft 


arc readily made, but eventually they often fail, to bo kept. If the 
Christian in true to the Faith, there uUl bo insictonce on Cliristian 
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| fulfilment of condition n, which frequently leads to wrangling, quarrels and 
| too oft n, to real ly disruption. The paramount reason of disfavouring such 

| rixed carriages by \ho Christians is that they fear that sometimes, to 

f 

# prevent fcaaly disruption, the Christians will compromise and eventually % 
| degress, give us tr.c Faith altogether. Tho children, raeanvihile, observing 

ft 

t father and -other going different ways, will be divided as to which Kav 

$ 

| to go, and ;..uy end up by going their own way, which usually means the 

$ 

f wry of r.o religion at -11. It is because tho Church is solicitous for tho 

# 

? eternal welfare of her children, that she cloac all in her power to dissuade 


| then frer. niwed r -^rJager. 

f 


I * p -2 ^ ♦» ■ - ** r o. 


r are a curse. The Christians hate those who 


i 

| carry r.or. -Christians for the sake cf education, higher status in the world, 

# 

f for earning money or for 'vr.y other reason. They fail to see the our pose 

# 

| cf God. The r.crcdnoes and religious character of marriage, is duo to the 

f 

8 feet that it hue r God for its Author and has been oven from tho beginning 

t 

& a fere shade ring cf the Incarnation of tho Vord of God”, In nixed marriages, 
s 

p this is apt to b: forgotten. Also, to achieve spiritual unity of a 
ft 

f Christian hur b'.nd end a Christian wife, it is important that religious 
I 

£ affiliation to nude subject to an earnest dosire for one form of worship 

I end or.o Crunch Ic-iJLiv in the hc.ec and family. Marriage is a high and 

| vcr.drcur. imago of tho union of tho soul with Christ. This love will not 
f decay, much lore die, even after tho body*s death. For souls which ore 

f unit'd Chrirt c/ -.not b-- son'-ratoi from Christ. It was this oneness 

J which rotor March'll roforred to in his philosophy of marriages 

f 

§ ^y.-rrif ic not t. fr deration of two rovnrign states. It is a union • 

f . 

| dcr.estic, socii-1, rpiritual, jhy steal. It ic a fusion os. two hearts - 

| 

# tho union of two lives * tho coming together of two tributaries, which 

f 

t after hair .r joined ir carriage, will flow in the sane channels in the 
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fulfilment of conditions, which frequently l S a5s to Mangling, quarrels and 
too oftsn, to fen ily disruption. The parsr.ou.nt reason of disfavouring such 
n?j:ed marriages by the Christians is that they fear that sometimes, t-> 
prevent family disruption, the Christians mil compromise and eventually by 
degrees, give us the Faith altogether. The children, meanwhile, observing 
father and mother going different ways, \jill be divided as to which ray 
to go, and may end up by going their own way, which usually means the 
way of- no religion at all. xt ;.s because the Church is solicitous for the 


eternal welfare of her children, that she does all in her power to dissuade 
them from mimed marriages. 

Kimcd marriages are a curse. The Christians hate those who 
mariy non-Christians for the sake of education, higher status in the world, 
for earning money or for any other reason • They fail to see the purpose 
of God. The sacredness and religious character of marriage, is duo to the 
fact that it has R God for its Author and has boon even from tho beginning 
a foreshadowing of the Incarnation Of tho Ford of God n . In mixed marriages. 


this is apt to be forgotten. Also, to achieve spiritual unity of a 
Christian husband and a Christian wife, it is Important that religious 
affiliation be made subject to an earnest desire for one fozn of 'worship 
and one Church loyalty in the hose and family. Marriage is a high and 
wondrous image of the union of the soul with Christ. This love will not 
decay, much less die, even after the body’s death. For souls which ore 
united in Christ cannot be separated from Christ. It was this oneness 
which, Peter Marshall referred ‘to in his philosophy of marriages 
Carriage is not a federation Of two soverign states. It is a union - 
domestic, social, spiritual, physical. It is a fusion of two hearts - 
the union of two lives - the coming together Of two tributaries, vThich 
aftor being joined in marriage, will flow in the same channels in the 
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sssic diroo uior Guzxj/^-Ti^ *olic Cdiiso fourusns cf responsibility* r.r.d ctV r- V'c r 
As opines by all my informants, the modem marriage in a tcugh 
proposition. It makes a lot of expert handling to nsfcc it a success. And 
nothing is more fundamental than unity of faith ( or unity of a inch of 
faith ). The Christians observe that to start married life t~ total cr 
radical disagreement about religion, is to start marriage with a fri-btfcl 
handicap. The disparity of religion in a simply appalling read -bio cl: 
on the way to happiness in marriage. In the modem world, though the 
number of divorces in western countries has been multiplied very heavily, 
yet the Church has stood firmly against the divorce among the Christians* 
With such an attitude , it is indeed very wise 'On the part of tho Church 
tc forbid mixed marriages because they cause harm and sufferings. Tho 
Church forbids mixed marriages because the Christian nay gradually lose 
his religion and the children may be lost to the Church, Tho Church feels 
that mixed marriages generally mean the cooling of love between the man 
and the woman belonging to different faiths. To be happy in marriages, the 
man and the woman must live in perfect m^ion. How can they live in 
perfect union if they disagree in their deepest convictions, in their 
religion? They, certainly cannot. • 

The Christians have their hard convictions that almost always 
the mixed marriages are unhappy marriages and if a negligible few are not 
happy, they would have been happier if both partners had the same religion. 
But usually nixed marriages end as unhappy naiTiagoo. 

Ilcrriuge is the strictest tic of perpetual friendship, and 
there can be nc friendship without confidence, and no confidence without 
integrity,- and .he must expect to be wretched, who pays to vanity, richos 
or politeness that regard which only virtue and piety can claxm. In su.^h 
mixed marriages, it is made more and more, difficult to imitate by a 
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# lively conformity of spirit the nychoiy of the close union bstrars Christ 

| and His Church. The clone union of the spirit which is the glory and 

% 

f sdormaont of Christian wedlock will ho conspicuous tv its efcs«nc«, b-cuu-'' 

# 

| whore there exists diversity of mind, heart and rill, the tend of union. 
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of air.d and heart is sure to he broken , or at loot vosfcerod. hack of one 

faith will torpedo the very foundation of Joy, happiness and peace, which 

are the narks of a Christian marriage. The strain of the divergence 

< 

between the non-Christian and Cfcr! sticn ways of life would prove intolerable ft 
a mixed marriage io the highroad to hell on earth, and tc the lie3.i of the 
damned thereafter. To make peace out of hell on earth, the Christian 
party vioald find it impossible. With such strict attitude towards nixed 
marriages, whe Church .not only discourages but emphatically condemns then 
in to to, as they are an injury to the faith of the Christian party as 
there is fear of perversion* There is danger of falling into the fire if 
one gosc too close in bending over 5.t 0 To summarise up, the following 
burning issues are responsible for the Christians disapproving a 
Uiixed ivorriage* s- 

1 , It causes suffering, wrangling, quarrels and too of tern, the 
family disruption. 

2 . It is feared that the non-Christian nay gradually lose his 
religion. 

It is feared that the children of such marriage nay be lost 
to the Church. 

It is feared that such mixed marriages mean the cooling of 
love between the mars and the woman which will ultimately 
lend to an unhappy end. 

It is feared that the man end the woman c annot live in 
perfect union as they dicagros in their deepest convictions. 
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in their religion. 
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i'«hat- about the education of the children of marring *''■ 

Is it vO b«. according to Christian philosophy i? £. Missiornyv 
School or otherwise? 

It is fgared that the children loving at heno where diffrrer.es 
oi religion ic a constant source ox dissension, ciic-un5.cn, 
jarring disturbances and turbulent scenes, will undoubtedly 
get unflinching impression on their heart u^d mind and which 
in turn will lead teen to be unsocial beings lost to Christim 
society* 

For Christians, .marriage is a sacrament and the non-Christian 
party may not recognise matrimony so a Sacrament and then, 
thero will be danger of perversion for the Christian party* 
iho Christians are forbidden to hold communion in sacred 
things with those outside the fold* The union of marriage 
requires chiefly union in religious sentiments* 

Daring the course of ay ficld-v*orlc, it has been revealed 
that in very exceptional case and for very eorious reasons, the church 
nay allow a biiaed iiazriags * • Eat in such a case, the Christian party is 
told in crystal clour ar.d emphatic words that the mixed marriage when 
permitted by a reluctant dispensation of ecclesiastical law, must, bo 
celebrated with as little solemnity as possible, vhon the compact is 
duly signed, the Church with sorrow allows the marriage to tube place* 

In such instances baiir.c are r.ot published, nor the marriage celebrated 
within the sanctuary of the Church, neither in the Nuptial blessing 
given, for tho Church cannot bless v.hat she disapproves of* I'o sacred 
ceremony is to be porferund nor sacred vestments to be worn while the 
words of the swarriags contract are repeated* Thie is the dcctrano of 
the Church, it hinders, dees everything, to prevent mixed marriages. 
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Hovaver, the "Church may allow a mixed marriage strictly under the 
following conditions and if they are not agreed upon in toto, the Church 
tota ll y disapproves the nixed marriage. 

1 . That the Christian must he fr»=> to prentice the Faith, 

g. That the children must he brought up as Christians, 

That the Christian party must try to convert the non-Christian f 
party by the good cacacip3.9 and prayers, 

Tivit the non-Christian party must freely promise to abid by 
these conditions in toto, 

i-iy field-work has revealed th.’t there has not been eny case 
of ’mixed marriage’ in L,iner and 105 irsfonnants cut of 104* totally 
disapprove ouch ’mixed marriage* for reasons capitulated above, 

GHfjfTiAKs’ mmm towards airocs 

i , nm — —w m w— t*m 

By Divorce, we mean the dissolution of the marriage with 
the sanction of tile law. 

According to Christians, marriage is a Divine institution, 

God, the Author of hisn«n nature, has proclaimed that marriage is 
indissoluble and the Church merely teacher what her Divine Founder, 

Lora Christ entrusted her. 

The V- 2 \: Testament touching is very clear on the 
indissolubij iiy of marriage ( i-latt. 5 : 52; 1?: 5-12; Luke 10 t 1C; 

1 Cor, 7 : 1G,U ) • The man-made divorce has no place at al'i in the 
Purpose of God, and as such also not in His Body, the Church, The vows 
taken at the wedding service in the Church accept and co r tiim the 
Biblical view that Christian marriage is a life-long commitment. At 
this service the man and the woman give thoir troth to e-ach other in 
this manner The man says t ”1 , tem thee ( i-«me ) 
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as my wadded wife, to have and to hold from this cay forward, for totter, § 











Christian 


Marriage 1 0 i 




for vans®, for richer* for Poorer? in sickness and in health? to love and | 
to cherish, till death us do part* according to C-od'n holy law? and thereto | 
I give thee ray troth. And the woman says: **I, take thee ( name ) to he ? 
my wedded husband, to have to hol d till death us do part, & 


$ according to God's holy lay 


j a he z &2I1 cy oi the twain becoming 'one flesh* makes marr it <^q § 

♦ fc 
f indissoluble. This word is completely indissoluble as the feet of | 

J being brothers and sisters? fathers may disown their sons but that does t 

$ f 

| not alter their essential relationship. The law may allow diverse or. earth,! 
f “ 

| but that cannot undo the essential union which was part of the marriage. ^ 

% <& 

| In the words of an educated male informant, ^Divorce is a disease which $ 

t § 

f destroys marriage". f 

♦ W 

A 

$ Christ said, "Every one that put both away his wife and marristh § 

♦ * 
| another, con&itteth adultery and he that raarrieth her that is put away from | 

? f 

A § 

^ her husband, coijunf.tteth adultery ^ 

# « 

f In the words of Saint Kathew, fifhey are no more twain but one f 

« $ 

| flesh, that God hath joined together, let no man put asunder. And I say $ 

f . 6 

% unto you, whosoever shell put away his wife, except it he for fornication $ 

t * 

f and shall marry another, committeth adultery and whose raarrieth her which § 

t 1 

A M 

| is put away doth commit adultery." ^ 

I In the words of Saint Paul, « A woman is bound by the law ae f 

♦ \ ^ 

| Vong as her husband livoth, but if her husband die, she is at liberty,* 3 | 

{ \ | 

| SaUnt foul hue further stated emphatically and unconditionally that, ^ 

t "vllilst hor husband livoth, she shall he called an adulteress if she bo | 

f 9 f 

f vitk another nan." And to make it evident that that he states is Divine f 

I l ^ 

| fur ih, he says, nfo them that are married, net I hut the hard ccanandeth, # 

§ tba^ the wife depart not from her husband and if she depart, that sno ^ 

[ | 

i reas *ns unmarried . r 7 









Christian 


Marriage 


¥ 

« 


« 

¥ 

<s 

ft 


XT 

¥ 


ft 

t 

4 

¥ 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

t 

ft 

¥ 


ft 

¥ 

ft 

f 

ft 

¥ 


ft 

¥ 

ft 

t 

ft 

¥ 

I 


I 

» 


102 

All informants agreed that, considering the divorce in its 
various aspects, it is recc-ssary to uphold the indissolubility of tee 
marriage oond Uvlicut rs.sepTi2.cn, even though in certain cases it Trorlis 
ind2.v2.dual hardship o If today r,ne Church stands against divorce* it ic 
not chiefly for religious reasons out it is so because the Church regards ^ 
divorce as an eneray of human happiness and because it has historical 
experience of the intolerable danger that divorce has beer, continue to 
be to the human race. 

It is note- worthy lo capitulate here on the basis of my 
findings in ny field-work that there has been nc case 0 ? divorce or.ong 
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§ the Christians in Annex’. The opinion of my informants regarding divorce v 


may bo tabulated as under 



Opinion regarding 

Divorce 








SJ? 0 . Divorce 

Men 

Total 

percentage 

oomcn 

Total 

percentage. 

1. Favoured 

1 

1.89 

- 

09 

2. Disfavoured 

52 

23.11 

51 

10G1 


53 

XG0& 

51 

103$ 
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Out of 53 men only one married man (Protestant) i.e. 1.85$ ¥ 

ft 

A 

favoured in extremely and uncdjJustabXs circumstances- end 32 nsn i.c*. 

t 

98*11^ and 51 tssmen i.e. 100,1 disfavoured Divorce, because , today, af-oer <j> 

ft 

twenty centuries , the Ghr?.sti&ns can see all too clearly the terrible ¥ 

w 

l harm that divorce does to home, family, marriage, children and the vhole f 


future of the human race. A Christian re^ octs divorce, not cat of any 
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| desire to be cruel to his fallow men, but because he loves his fellow-men § 
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dseply and reasonably. lie must see sorrowfully a single individual 
suffer here and there rather than watch the whole race decay. He does rot 
accopt a practice, burner gentle or civilised or convenient it cay seen 
in this case or that one, when it means the ultimate rain of the institution 
of marriage, upon which depends the whole future of humanity. Undoubtedly 
it may be hard for a Christian to be bound by a marriage that has proved a 
failure but is considered better for that individual to suffer in the 
larger interest of the entire human race*. Individuals must often moke 
sacrifices for the common good. The Christian people in Ajmer are fully 
conscious that the Christian stand on divorce do mean for tho individual 
concerned much suffering and loneliness. That concerned individual is 
asked to remember that this step toward the dubious happiness in re-marriage 
means another step towards the ruin of the race. 

iiy Christian informants are totally against divorce* The opined 
that an individual must sometimes suffer for the good of the race* The 
soldier must go out to die for his country even though all his instints 
are for self-preservation* A mother must accept the pains and inconvenience 
of child-birth in order to enrich the race* An honest man must time and 
again put aside the possibility of easy and dishonest money in ordor to 
vindicate htcaan integrity and honour* 

The Christians rejected divorce with a categoric finality because 
lord Christ also rejected divorce in unequivocal terms* "In the beginning 
it was not so*”. He said and He returned marriage to its stability and 
purity. More than that. He raised marriage to tho dignity of something 
very holy and sacred* Sat* Paul said, "This is a great sacrament*" It 
is considered that in married love, a man and a woman reproduce in 
beautiful parallel the love of Christ for His Church. Marriage is, not 
the chance mating of animals, but a sacred and solemn joining of the 
souls and d bodies of the sons and dau#iters of the Lord. It is the 





» 

t 

ft 


ft 

f 

ft 


ft 

t 

« 

t 

ft 

t 

i 


Christian T 

Marriage j q 3 

ptslHte to the production of iraasa life, that Epsterious gift of tea 
that nill last as long as God Himself exists. 

To recall the past, I may kindly be permitted to capitulate 
here that years ago George Bernard Gliaw bad Ms say about marriage in 
his usual careless fashion* He has always had the devil 1 s own disrenrd 
for the consequences of anything he thought startling enough for public 
point. Married people, he said, in effect, should find getting cut of 
marriage as simple as getting into it. (Christians - specially Catholics - 
have strongly denied that people should find getting into marriage as cocy 
as all. that. They do not believe that couples should be allowed tc slip 
into marriage with the same facility that they might find to slip into an 
early show at the neighbourhood movie house )• According to Bernard Shaw, 
oil that should be necessary for divorce would be an appearance in a 
convenient court, the announcement to an official that he or she was tired 
and through - then a genial wave from the judge - and freedom to many 
again. 

Divorce is now sweeping over higher society like a tidal wave. 

On my interrogating a Protestant informant, he said, <! Book, people make 
mistakes in marriage as they make mistakes in a lot of other things, lou 
can*t bind a men and e. wosan together just because they made such a 
mistake and woke up married to the wrong partners. 0 He continued, ,! f-.T3 
you going to hold them to their mistakes? Are you punishing then less for 
the bloody sin than for the stupidity of their youth? Is this not 
ridiculous*’? I then reminded him about the teachings of lord Christ about 
divorce and referred to him the Holy Bible. He then, further said, X 
can see religious reasons for the ruling out cf divorce but after all 
one cannot live a life-time entirely on the basis of religion. The ^ 

experience of mankind proves shat a mistake it is not to permit aivorce.* | 
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| He continued, n I also remember that Christ vac talking 
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*g to primitive pooplc ^ 
those view point was entirely like His own. Ho could not have been thinking | 

about the modem men of this scientific age who live in our psvcholo^cnllv I 

* f 

disturbs! or disturbing age* Here He alive today, Christ Himself would f 

understand tbe problems that make modem divorce a Dimple necessity 5 cti ^ 

inevitable escape from tbs conflicting snarls brought about by modem * 

9 

civilisation* 15 Burxng the course of my talks with him, I found out that he | 

<g> 

is a regular visitor of movies produced in Hollywood ( U.S.A. ) and is f 

ft 

quite veil-read and informed about the personal lives of the Hollywood f 


* 

f 

ft 


artists* Besides, he had great impact of the western culture end philosophy ^ 

f 

on his mind* The edifice of society is beginning to shake and totter because? 

9 

its strong support - marriage - is being under-mined* The Catholic Church § 


ft 

9 

« 

t 


« 

9 

« 

t 

« 

9 

* 

♦ 

? 

♦ 

# 

9 

« 

♦ 

| 

? 

« 

ft 

t 

« 

9 

9 

9 


is the only barrier to divorce and which alone of all creeds makes no 
compromise on the Christian doctrine of marriage as proclaimed by the 
Divine Founder of Christianity • Error may give latitude to nan * s waywardness 

9 

but it is the latitude that ends in degradation, Keversnce for God's lav ft 

9 

may ental. restrictions, but they are the restrictions that are for nan's | 

ft 

welfare here and hereafter* The marriage tie is indissoluble according to ^ 

ft 

the Christians, sTHl death do us part 17 and «Hbat God bath, joined together $ 

# 

let no nan put asunder, 0 t;ere it not for the wide-spread influence of the 9 

9 

Catholic Church, the tidd wave of the social disease like Divorce would $ 

ft 

have claimed a good number of cases. The loyalty of Christians to the 9 
teachings and doctrines of Christ and His Church coupled viith the fact that | 

f 

one of her Cardinal doctrines is that Catholic marriage is a holy Sacrament ^ 

ft 

which when consulate! con only be dissolved for no other cause and in no 9 

9 

other manner except by death, has served as a barrier to the volume of 9 

a 

divorce which is ovor-essuming increasing proportions through the world, ^ 

9 

It threatens to sweep the world into moral and social chaos, Slost of § 

9 

to 
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th3 heretical sects have tad their origin in sinful carriages , sufficient 
to quote only HSTRE V3LX and LUTHSR. Divorce vith all its horrors has 
become almost general outside the CioSsticn society, specially in western 
countries* 

Family is the basis of society. Divorce shatters the family* 
Society consequently will rest on a shattered foundation if divorce is 
allowed to have its destructive way. whenever divorce has prevailed in 
the west, there has been a trail of broken hearts, broken hones and 
vitiated society* Divorce is an enemy of society and in order to keep it 
from destroying the family, which 5.s the fundamental basis of society, 
individuals may at times be required to suffer hardship and Iocs. If 
divorce once tolerated, it will spread like social disease. Just as e. 
disease affects the individual body, so does divorce affect the sac id 
body* The foundation of society is tbs family and whatever enfeebles the 
family, weakens society. By divorce the children become estranges from 
either father or mother. One of my educated female informants opined, n I 
have never let myself imagine what must be the futuro memories of little 
children who have had to sit through the divorce proceedings of their 
mothers and fathers in open court lashing out at each other with charges 

v 

A 

of unmentionable sins and crimes , r - lifelong bitterness has bean engendered ^ 

Z 

in those in whom only love and reverenco should dwell o Divorced persons $ 

9 

ordinarily contract another marriage which usually results in further g 

7 

A 

detriment to the children. In the midst of un-natural parents the children ^ 

* 

live a life of horror and repugananoe. The possibility of divorce often f 

9 

causes ordinary misunderstanding between husband and wife to develop into § 

disastrous discord and eventual disruption of the family. If divorce |. 

$ 

were out of the question, these misunderstandings would readily be $ 

4 

adjusted* If a husband or wife becomes interested in a more attractive f 
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person, tbs possibility of divorce will tend to Croats conditions in the 
home which will result in breaking the marriage bond in order to form a 
new alliance. This would not have been so, if the possibility of seeking 
divorce had been eliminated totally* Besides, these disastrous consequences 
of divorce, there is another much more serious outcome which directly 
defeats the primary purpose of marriage, namely race-suicide • with the 
possibility of divorce in mind, husband and. wife may refrain from having 
children, so that if divorce should be decided upon, they would not be 
encumbered and embarrassed with off-3pring« 

I have noted that every serious mind is appalled at the 
magnitude of divorce in today *s world. But the Christian society in Ajmer 
has kept this disease of divorce miles at-iay for the present and the most 
cogent and glaring reason of this is what the Church decrees. The Church 
is mightily against Divorce, The Church has no power to loose the marriage 
bond tied by God Himself between the husband and wife, by which the two 
arc considered one. This is its very essence of sacrednesc. The church 
cannot and will not dissolve it on any account, for no reason, while both 
parties remain in life. This is the express law of God and no man can 
break what He Himself had tied. 

On awaking after his deep sleep, Adam declared for ell tine tho 
indissolubility of marriage when he said, f <bone of my bone and flesh of my 
flesh", St. Paul also tells plainly that the woman who 1ms a husband, vhil 
he is bound to tho marriage law but when he is dead, She is free to from 
a new contract, Divorce is a sin and remarriage adds shame to sin. As 
such death alone can dissolve the marriage bone. 

The Church, as such today convince its every member that it 
is a tremendous thing to enter the marriage state. It is irrevocable 
and must be entered upon only after serious reflection, that nothing 
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I but reunion and Mutual love, one faith, on-- Goa, one Church, on- ^.cctrir. * 

9 tall maintain union pore and untarnished. 
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i . TO. GUI S; TH -~: srar?rv of ■nitric*: 
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* f ***~ i£SMk T>lS3Ag1 g 
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| I5ivorc ® 3« 5t now not a pressing problem in India. Ac 

| ‘prevention is always better than cure*, it is considered vsiy significant 

# . 

^ &*iv2 sxipoi*v»^T>*v? 'to Gi'^irQ-co \5ffxc}i xusy cure tfco soc$.ctv o C 

| Divorce, the social disease. 

I 

9 Divorce will gradually loss its frequency, if marriages are 

^ entered upon more thoughtfully ••• » if marriage becomes once More a 

9 

$ sacrament and not a spree...., if parents study the characters of their 

9 

| childrerj and the children with whom their children associate before they 

| give their consent to carriage.... if marriage is regarded as a serious 

& 

9 profession,, the most important and significant natural profession in the 

% 

| - worlds not as a license of self- instil genes end ngxa^JL liberty U* bonosl 

9 ' 

& people w-alra us much effort to turn their jnarriage into & success as 

9 

| professional raen ar.d women do to secure the success of their carrers • . • • 

f Loose or easy laws regarding carriage cause many who unfortunate in their 

\ 

| first, try & second mi-Fcrhaoniyl experience and as such the lows should bo • 

J made in the strictest fora which may compel! the divorce-seekor to third: 

9 

^ twice- before going to a Court of Law. • * • The Church should oppose divorce 

| with more sincerity and more saplsatieelly because divorce is the in-doing cf 

$ 

| human beings when the Church loves greatly.*.. Right from the age, say 

» 

9 ’..’hen the children puss senior Cambridge or Matriculation examination - ■suoy 

| should be taught about the anticipated marriage they \fi3X celehr-ite an a 

| couple of years touching the issue of divorce ar;d its grave a "d serious 

x 

[ after-effects, nt;hat doth it prcCit a bub if he gain the whole world and 

i suffer the 3.ocs of his own soul?*’ - Matthew zvi. 28. And last but not 
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least* c&! people - specially the Christians - should keep in vie*-* that the $ 

$ 

retries© is a Divinely insiituod institution and as saeh it is a sacramrr.t cr.Jf 

a 

rnr-i^tbing extr&soly holy and once entered into, cannot he dissolved encept £ 

9 

■u. r ^Qjitb* It is a prelude to the production of human life, that mysterious f 

' V *B 

?ift of Sod that will last as long as God 13 inself exists - and C-od is beyond | 


death* 


Xt is heartening to note after r.y field-work that the cancer of © 

$ 

divorce has not operated upon ir? the Christian Society in Ajee r so far ^ 

4? 

bsssase of the cogent fact that the Christian minority has been greatly | 

O 

influenced by the old and rich culture of the Hindus - vho also consider 9 

marriage as a sacrament and believe in the indissolubility of marriage | 

union - and besides this, the Christians in A^er deeply follow the holy % 
teachings of their Lord Christ and because Lord did not favour divorce, the « 


$ question of eve: 


sn thinking or considering about divorce doss rot arise at all*^ 
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A legally Earned woman attains widowhood the moment her husband 
dies. Unlike the Hindu widows, the Christian widows enjoy an privile-cr 
and tlieir family life, social life, economic life and religious life arc 
satisfactory. Like Ku&Lims the re-marriage of widows is accept oi arid over, 
eneoarcigei by the Christians. The widow is granted full privilege to 
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ft re-many with the wan of bar choice but it is opined by all informants tlr-t ft 


a widow aged 45 years or above should not genc-raily remarry. The r.nir; reason | 


ft 


-5 being that the late husband may leave sufficient money and property which ft 

ft 

may help her to bo self-sufficient • Besides, she may have her young children $ 

ft 

who will support bar financially and win also give her company and cense of { 

9 

security. K widow aged 45 years or above does not go in for remarriage duo ft 

^ 9 

to sensual reasons but only when she has no other source to support her ard t 

¥ 

ft 

she has no children or relatives of her own, she might consider the ft 

ft 

.desirability of remarry ir/g with the mar. of her choice and the Christian 9 

§ 

$ 

society do not disapprove such remarriage. The unfortunate girls who attain ® 

♦ 

widowhood while in young age, are advocated to renany and they enjoy full ft 
and eouul rights like all other women in their society. 


ft 


ft 

I was informed by the informants that there is no case of iddov ft 

ft 

remarriage in recent times among the Christian society in Ajner. 9 

- ft 

a 

In answer of ©Question, my informants opined that a widow may | 

ft 

remarry under the following circumstances s- ft 


(1) 

(S) 

( 5 ) 

U) 


vlidow is not capable to earn 0 

Her late husband has not left sufficient funds and assets. 
To roar up the children. 

To escape from fornication and sin. 


ft 

9 

ft 

♦ 

« 

9 

ft 
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Opinion .regarding rurriog^M » ■~rr L oj' yjgp i:s 


< 3 * 


3.110# • Age 

group 

Total 

i-ercer.tago 

• 

ro 

o 

• 

30 yrs 

41 

r.o C O 

s. SO - 

40 yrs 

54 

51.93 

5. 40 - 

50 yrs 

o 

S.C5 

Totol 


104 

10 •# 


Frosv the above 'table, it is evident that 41 i.e. 39.41;!. r.cn .and 
women that by the F;ax:l£ur/i -age of 50 yr c a widow should be remarried# 
According to them after the ago of 30 yrs. there is ro necessity of 
remarriage for a widow# 54 i.e. 51.S5,r> mo n arid women opined that for 
reasons enumerated above, by tho maximum a^e of 40 yrs. a widow should 
remarry* • 9 i.e. 6.65'! men and women viewed that by the maximum age of 50 

yrs. u widow c!iou3.d remarry for reasons advanced above. On the basis of the 
majority of the opinion as above, it may be established that the widow 
remarriage must be favoured upto the maximum ago of 49 years# Out of 51 
women informants 4 wore widows but none of them remarried because - 
(l) they were capable for earning their livelihood, and 

(g) their ages at the time of their widowhood wero over 40 years# 

As such they did. not consider remarriage essential. 
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CHILD MARRIAGE 
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ft 

t 


ft 

♦ 

* 

♦ 

V 

ft 

a 

t 

ft 

§ 

$ 

$ 

ft 

ft 


ft 


ft 

♦ 

ft 

t 

« 

ft 

ft 

t 

ft 

t 

# 


# 

♦ 

ft 

♦ 

ft 

♦ 

ft 

? 

« 

ft 

t 

« 


As par the provisions of the Child Kairiaco i>straint Act, irSi ft 

ft 

the boy o.t the tine of carriage should bo of age over 18 years and tr .3 girl | 

ft 

at tho time of marriage should be of age over 15 years* The uarriare solcr-fc 

ft 

rased between a bey and a girl of age lower than that stimulated in the abref 

ft 

act, uill be lTiQ\m as a child carriage «> q, 

ft 

Buring ny field work, no case of child marriage was found* The ft 

ft 

Christians arc of the opinion that till such time a man is employed 
permanently on a sufficiently lucrative post, or earns through other 


ft 

ft 

ft 


business etc reasonably handsome amount , which may be sufficient to support * 

ft 

not only himself but also some other persons, he should not. go in for ^ 

ft 

marriage* The main aim being that he should be economically celf-sufficionift 

ft 

as it is felt that r.o one can remai.n alive only upon love and affection* ft 

ft 

ft 

It is viewed that the life-partner should be such which way not only grant | 

ft 

physical pleasure but should also be in a fitting position to maintain a ft 

ft 

family in a truly Christian - manner and prove a life-part ;er in ups and | 

ft 

downs of the life* K© should he fully capable to rear up children property ft 

ft 

in a Christian way of life and give then proper religious and social ft 

£> 

education* Such aims prove frustrated if child marriage i& solemnised and ^ 

ft 

as such there is no problem of child marriage among the Christians* # 

ft 

Besides, the realisation of the purpose of marriage as designed ft 

ft 

by God is done in tho setting up a Christian home imbued with a mission | 

ft 

from God Himself. Marriage and Christian homes are helps toward the goa«. ft 

ft 

of Christian life - the Union with Gcd. This goal is the target not only ft 

ft 

ft 

for individual husbands and wives but it is also the goal for the whole | 

ft 

community. After marriage, the man arid wife are required to live # 

ft 

together in such oneness of intention that their main concern is not 


ft 

ft 

ft thsasdlves but the kingdom of God* These purposes are impossible to be ft 
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f ft 

ft achieved in child marriage. V 

t | 

| jaSlliGXl regarding child ? 3 ^ 

I ¥ 

s I 

| Child carriage Ksn vsasn J 

^ Total percentage Total pore enta 30* 

<s § 

« f 

ft * 

f (1) favoured* - - - - J 

I I 

$ (g) disfavoured* 53 100*00 51 100.00 $ 

« ’ $ 

f ...M.*.****— ~“S 

| Total 53 IGCg 51 ICQrJ | 

I — " | 

§ Ky all 104 informants i.s* cent percent f emphatically disfavoured f 

IP «■ 

^ child marriage for reasons capitulated above* Che of my male informants | 

f w 

| referred child-marriago as a «dbH 4 s playn. Or, the basis cf the field vosSs, | 

% " f 

f -5t racy bo concluded that the GhristiuRO do not favour- ard arG emphatically # 

$ ~ u • ^ 
I against - the child marriage* This is not so because of legislation in this | 

I ft 

& regard but due to their ov-n outlook, approach and philosophy* $ 

: « 

f 

♦ 

ft 

I $ 

[ * 

& e 

\ ft 


ft 


» 


a 


* 

» 

if 

I 


t 

ft 


If 

ft 

t 

$ 

* 

ft 

f 

ft 

% 

ft 

t 

ft 
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B0S5E SYST B' 


ft 

f poir?u of fact 9 it would be incorrect to capitulate that cIc.-t-' 

ft * ' -• 

| system prevails among the Christians in Ajmer because or. the basis o? th- 

$ 

ft field worm, there is no such problem connected with Ciiristim r--.-mL.v.r~ 5 c- 

t 

g provoking* 

7 

XL - 

9 Ordinarily doi«y is the property which a nan receives vksn ho 

ft 

f marries, either from Jus wife or from her family. The none-. -oods or 
# fc ' '■ 

| estate, which a wocaan brings to her husband in marriage may he called the- 
ft 

f dowry# 
ft 

f The Christians in Aimer do not attach undue significance to the 

ft 

ft 

$ dowry and in fact, they are of the views that the divinely - instituted 

$ 

ft marriage should not be degraded to the level of a nurhet commodity. They 

A 

^ arc emphatically against the dowry as it iantamounts to Bridegroom - Price 

I 

‘ which has no place in the divinely instituted institution on sacred marring 

ft 

The paramount reason for such elimination of dowry system 

among the Christians in the proportion of education. The Christians are 

very liberal in this regard. Therefore, they as such call dowry system, 

a social evil* It is now high time that the Hindu society should also put 

an end. to this evil, custom as it has driven many an innocent girls to 

commit suicide* It is note-worthy that the Christians i &© are surrounded i: 

the Ku clime and the Hindus in Ajmer have not allowed themselves to be 

^ influences by such social evils which are prevailing among the r.on- 
§> 

j| Gliristians in Ajmer* 

) Uith reference to the system of dowry if we view the Chn6ticr. 

> 

I marriage it may be called an ideal marriage because like the Hindu-marrio^ 

9 ' 

£ the ..expondittara is not done unnecessarily in the Christian m arrange* 

| Neither there is dowry eys tea nor compulsory wedding feasts are given and 

| after the elimination of these two -/cry expensive items, there is r.o 

[ other item over ifnich the high expenditure should be incurred, "^ew vnen 


i ?<• o _ v 
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♦ 

* 

f 

£ 

t 

# 
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c9-tg:c3~c$'£ 

the parents cf the bride give some dowry according to their ovr. rich and | 

$> 

sources,, it is mostly in the shape of articles and not in each, 

The figures obtained in my field work reveal the ir.foirr-ticn 
regarding asount spent on wedding gifts and c-tber articles -iven vi3.lir.ri- f 
by the parrsnte of the bride and received by the bridegroom in the following ¥ 
table :- | 


9 

¥ 

9 

♦ 

* 


Rs* spent or received as doxjiy 


percentage. 

Below Rs* 250 

45 

46.SS 

Rs* 250 - Kfi* 500/- 

5S 

40,21 

Be. 500 - Ro. 760/- 

12 

12.37 

Hs. 750/- Rs. 1000/- 

1 

1.05 

Total 

** m •**»■•«* m « v* mm aft mnm m m m m m mm m 

97 

100$ 


t 

¥ 

? 

$ 


From my total 104 informant (53 men and 51 t'ttasn ) s 4-S men and 
40 women i.e. total 97 were married as 5 men and 2 vornsn wore against 
marriage and they did rot as such married • From the above total 07 
married persons ( 48 men and 49 women ) in the marriages of 45 persons 
i.e, 46.30;-. expenditure on dowry was below Bs. 250/-. In 39 cases i.e. 

40.21$ expenditure or dowry was between Bs. 250/- and Rs. 500/-. In 12 
cases i.e* 12.57$ expenditure was between Rs. 500/- and Rs. 750/-. In 
one case i.e. 1*03$ expenditure on dowry was between Rs, 750/- and Rs. 1050/* 
This expenditure was done voluntarily and was mostly in the shape of 
articles* The figures of married cases ( both men and women ) have hesn 
shoim together as in each ease-, one of the other party cither gives dowry 
or takes it* 


8 

¥ 

«■ 

¥ 

<8 

¥ 

9 

¥ 

¥ 

9 

¥ 

«■ 

¥ 

9 

¥ 

¥ 

9 


<8 

¥ 

9 


<8 

9 

9 

¥ 

4 ? 
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' ^Mtud? towards brldss not ja^^jg ^jgtotgy 



7'ctal infomantn 

P/vi*** 4- 

• lw> /’# 

1* Brides a ro looked upon with contempt 

mm 


g. Cot looked upon with contempt 

97 

1C0JS 


•97 

iot; 


jji oil 97 named cases, it was opined that the attitude 
towards the brides not bringing dowry is usually good and they are, on 
this account, not tortured or look-d upon with eontsapb by their in-rows. 

at aiwy, therefore, be concluded that ar.ong the Christians t.o 
undue significance or compulsion is attached to dowry. $his is very 
unlike the Hindu Society amidst which the Christians have been living* 


« 


*8><*B>c8*««c8* *©<&«**&3»‘<3>c8i*<Jfec8 =<&c8j«^c8J-^c&^c9><^t93^ c8 <? **&'&**&&**&&«& <8 ^^G-**** <&*&<*•** 
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ft 

¥ 

has been concluded on the basis of ny field-.’crl:. that y-v-r'' f 

ft 

¥ 


Gloss and CASES SESBrS iS • 

1 i n i i w — i ZlJZZl • 


c.'~> vitk 


# the Christians Gpinod that they hav e r.o caste-systcsi, in concor.an 

¥ 

f that of th3 Hindus, yet they have classification or. the basis of r—ir. 

¥ 

| faiths - like Homan Catholics ar.d Protestants. It is then mere like a 
ft 

¥ social class than the caste - differentiated on tbs basis of r elisions 

| denominations, a social class is a culturally defined group that is 

f accorded a particular position or status within the population as a whole, 
ft 

f It is the aggregate of persons having essentially the cane nocicl status in. 

W 
A 

§ the specified society. A‘«ong the "Roman Catholics and the Protestants, them ¥ 

f v 

| is class consciousness coupled irith the sense of superiority and inferiority ^ 


ft 

¥ 

t 

i p 

t 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

¥ 

9 

¥ 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

¥ 

%> 


f an the persons of both religious - sects claim higher status over the other. 4 

■J ¥ 

¥ There is nothing like capitalistic class among the Christians in ." liner and $ 
ft ~ ¥ 

’ f economic element is not as such responsible in creating the class system ^ 

f ft 

I aaong them. ¥ 

¥ S 

| Such classification of the Christian Community on the basis of 

A 

^ religious sects has created the problem in connection with the Christian 

I 

¥ marriage. On this account the field for selecting the life-partner has 

| been de-limited and narrowed as this problem has been responsible for 

¥ 

ft encouraging cub- sect endogamy esong the Christians. A Honan Catholic 

¥ 

a likes to marry a Homan catholic only and similarly, a Protestant prof ore 

A 

^ to carry a Protestant only because the Christians are of the views, as 

ft 

¥ co -eluded on the basis of opinion obtained in tbs field - work ( 105 

personc are the favour of sub- sect endogamy and 1 person against it ; than 
to start married likfc in disagresuent about faith, is to start marriage 


ft 

¥ 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

¥ 

9 

9 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

ft 

& 


? 

ft 

ft 

¥ 

ft 


¥ 


¥ 

with a frightful handicap. The disparity of faith mors and frustrates \.ae ^ 

ft 

happiness of marriage. f 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

¥ 
ft 
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tS-- & 


gg:clu-ho:s 


ft Today , the sancaty of marriage io being attacked frcn d*‘ *~f 

ft 

ft angles. It is under fire due to a current of irresponsible thirlin'- and 

# “ 

^ acting, IfeXTxago is scorned and degraded. The root cause for tris attack is 

ft 

v aan’s giant sin of by-passing God, Taking an irreligious attitud- of li->. 
ft ' 

| such io on deny tbs Divine institution of marriage, but co* sider it as an 

$ institution invented by man. It is considered as merely an institution r C v 

ft 

| human convenience, its standards will also be unregenerated human standards. 

| Such standards are those which are prevalent in coiatunieites and 

ft 

ft individuals who would order lives without reference to God, The standards 
ft 

ft therefore could only be founded, changed and abrogated according to fca?iun 

ft 

9 caprice and the shifting circumstances of human affairs. In practice it works 

ft' 

f up to this: It is a union for life for those who are happily married, or a 

1 

ft 

| trial union, for shorter or longer duration, for those who are faced with 

ft 

ft difficulties and sorrows in their married life. It has been finally cor eluded 

ft 

| after ny field-work that the Christians in Ajmer take marriage in a li.^it 

ft 

ft mood and as a source Of recreation and entertainment , The age for marriage 

ft 

| has gone vary high and there are persons who do not wish to marry at all 

ft 

ft thereby challenging the lax? of nature. The views of young nan and women are 

ft 

ft being greatly influenced by widespred propaganda, Films are sbovn and seen, 

• 

f and novels are written and read which im.-ly that fidelity is impossible and 

ft 

ft marriage is a tyranny. How can they who deny God’s power made available to 

ft 

| those who would accept marriage as a vocation ofrem God? Young man are often 
ft found to be carried away by such propaganda. Their philosophy of marriage 
ft seems to amount to this: ” A trial costs noth5.ng. Let us get married and 

t 

£ see if it works. If it does not we can be divorced”. There are stall 

I 

ft others who would look at marriage only from economic cr physical corcidora- 
ft . 

f tie ns. Ho doubt such considerations arc important, but. they are secondary. 
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ft 


§ 


For, if marriage is to be of lasting happiness those who enter it much 


understand it and lift it up to the spiritual level as God's scans cf h-lpir. : f 


mankind to become his children to reflect His character. Ebvevcr rv field- ft 

ft 

writ has revealed that there is still people who consider r.arria^ cc a rccr~$ 
t* religious rite which must be performed in the holy Church orlv. | 


KCMCGAMY 


ft 

ft 

f 


ft 


TJ 

♦ 


ft 

ft 


ft 

♦ 


ft 

t 

} 

I 


♦ 

ft 


Despite the Govt, cf India having passed legislations permitting | 

the Christians to divorce on specified grounds, there has beer: a cent, percent 9 

ft 

monogamous nature of marriages among the Christians in Aimer. The main reasons# 

ft 

of this being their religious outlook towards marriage as they feel that the | 

e 

failure of a marriage between Christian neople must always be a particularly <& 

ft 

cad event, for themselves and for their friends and relatives. To avoid this # 

f 

ft 

possible failure, Christians have a special obligation to choose their ^ 

ft 

partners wisely and to go into marriage only after careful preparation, and ft 

ft 

in a spirit of solemn dedication. ^ 

$ 

S3L30TICH (XT LlFTO PAHEK3ft « 

f 

It has been established £ aftor the field-work that the Christian:# 

ft 

boys and girls are granted more freedom in comparison to other societies in ^ 

selecting their life-partners themselves. Of late, there lias bean more ft 

§ 

number of love marriages among the Christians. It is undoubtedly correct that ft 

$ 

if the selection of the life-partner is done fcy ths boys and the girls very q 

ft 

wisely and carefully after considering all aspects fully, there is great 9 

ft 

ft 

possibility of massing thea.r married life with complete happiness end & 

ft 

satisfaction and in that case the question of divorce will be eliminated and ^ 

ft 

combed out completely. This is one of the most significant element of the | 
Christians marriage. Besides, prior consent of both the boy ana the girl is ft 

ft 

ft 
ft 


obtained before finalising marriages and I would be happy if all other 


| societies - Hindu, iluslim, etc - give similar freedom to boys and girls so § 
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M7E0TS OF MQD^RT TfliTFOATTrn . 

During the course of my field-work, I have found that good 
education is imparted possibly to all men and vrnen* Such education has 
undoubtedly effected the institution of carriage and its other dements 
greatly. Almost all men and x-ssnen of th 9 Christian society in Ajner feel 
that the affect on the selection of life-partner and other factors 
concerning marriage is mainly due to the following «- 

1. Modem system of education. 

Be Cinema, radio and english newspapers. 

3o 3mpast of western literature. 

Due to such impast, there has been a sense of self-respect end 
democratic views among the men and women in Christian society. "Educated 
i-jomen are coming forward to accept all sorts of jobs in civil as well as 
government departments besides taking leading part in politics also. This 
is mainly due to impast of western culture. 

MARITAL RMS. 

Like other Indian societies, among the Christians also various 

< 

marital rites are performed according to religious and social customs but 
however, great importance is given to the religious ceremonies performed in 
the Church. This is very unlike religious ceremonies performed among the 
Hindus and the Muslims as they do not perform them in temples or mosques. 
Ho undue significance is attached to marriage party like the Hindus and tho 
Christian marriage is completed in a day only within few hours. 

MARRIAGS ISXEEftSSS. 

Unlike a Hindu marriage in celebration of which few thousands 
of rupees are spent, .a Christian marriage is celebrated generally in a few 
hundred rupees only. If one has no money to give a grand dinner, he can 
just give some light refreshment only and there is no danger of his losing 
his social reputation in as much as there is no hard end fast nuc an this 
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connection «One can spend money in marriage according to his own pecuniary 

r 

means • It is not so specially among the Hindus who spend a fabulous sun on 


one particular rite only. During my field-work* I found that all marriages 
were celebrated in less than Bs, 800/- in each case, With this point of few, 
it is felt that the Christian society has given a lead in this connection end 
it may be advisable that the Hindus and the Muslims should also follow the^^ 
in this regard o 

AFFECT OF EBIGISLATffiSSS Qjj Mj CHRISTMAS, 


It is note-worthy that still the Ind5.en Christian Marriage Act* 
1872 and the Indian Divorce Act* 1869 are applicable on the Indian Christians 
but these acts* in fact* were introduced by the erstwhile English rulers in 
India and as such more facilities have been granted to the English Christians 
and the English Bishops, 

Under the Indian Christian Marriage Act* 1872* most of its 
sections compel the Christians to strictly adhere to certain formalities ijhitfe 
during the course of time* have become one of their own routines, With the 
result* that those compusions have become exemplary customs or the 
Christians now. For example* the registration of marriage is a compulsion 
on the Christians in as much it .has been noted during the field-work that all 
informants consider marriage as a sacred and religious duty. When it is so* 
there is hardly any significant for registration of marriage just to 
establish an evidence because in a religious .and sacred wedding* there is 


absolutely no necessity to establish an evidence or proof of marriage* W& 

if such proof of marriage is established by registration of marriage* the* 1 * 

/ 

the Indian Divorce Act* 1869 eliminates its importance fully sna 65 ouC& 

/* folly i-** 

it is desirable that some more liberal laws should bo enacted sJP ec 


the modern democratic state* 

The provisions of the Indian Divorce Act* 1869 

„„ hac bc?n r.o 

availed of by the Christians in Ajmer in as much as there 
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of divorce daring By fiela-vork® Tbs Christians consider marriage os a 
very sacred and religious order of their Lord end as such to whom God has 
joined in marriage, no one should separate then h y divorce. As such tho 
Indian Divorce Act has not been operative at all among the Christians hut 
this ih not so because the law itself is defective or um wanted but only 
because the divorce is totally ©gainst their religious outlook as taught 
by their Lord, i however suggest that more facilities should bo allowed 
^to the Christians as far as divorce laws ere concerned as these will protect 
the unhappy cases of marriages end might also servo as medicine to cure 
them also® 

PROBLuKS AMD THEIR ESSULTS ® 

* As already stated, there is no case of child-eiarriago among the 
Christians and also that vddov~ remarriage is also favoured® It is very 
much desired that the other Indian socieites should also adopt these 
elements in the paramount interest of the nation as a whole to eliminate 
all social evils® There is no dowry system among the Christians and it is 
high time that tho Hindus should also follow them in this regard to 
eliminate social evils totally® 

AEEBCTS OF VARIOUS ACTS® 

Some very significant rights have been granted to the Hindu 
women by the Hindu 1 st? of Inheritance ( Amendment ) Act 1929, The Hindu 
women* s Right to Property Act, 1937, and the Hindu Succession Act, 1S5S 
and as such naturally it is essential that these lavs must influence the 
institution of marriage greatly, beoause to get right of property of 
husband or father by the women is certainly a sign of change® But it has 
been found that women are little conscious of such of their rights of 
property and they have not claimed or got any such property as their shares. 
It is therefore concluded that there has been no affect of these laws on 
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the Christians, 

AFTER EflSBgTO/KCa 

2h this post-independance ere, though a great progress is being 
achieved to its highest peak* yet it will not be incorrect if it is enumerate* 
that the Indian women have not been granted the desired freedom in every 
respect which should grant them independance in true sense. The Indian voma£ 
are oven now fully dependent upon their husbands for everything and anything, 
despite that all possible sources of progress are available to them. In the 
eyes of lav, there has been no discrimination between men and woman. On 
this basis, in the Christians in Ajmer, equal rights ere enjoyed by all men 
and women and the laws concerning marriage are also being implemented by 
them. Recently, bills have been submitted to the Parliament to bring some 
amendments to the Christian Harriage Act and the Christian Divorce Act end 
if and when they are passed, more rights and liberties will be availed of 
by the Indian Christians to advantage© 

FPTBBE 

The Christians in Ajmer are having cultural changes due to 
impact of western ideas and philosophies through films end literature© 

Every one is desirous of getting high education, specially ladies, and as 
such they are becoming very liberal minded. Tills cultural change will be 
responsible to bring simplified changes in the institution of marriage also 
among the Christians. The men and women win enjoy more freedom in selecting 
thoir lif copartners and thus there will be great increase in number of 
love-marriages, with such changes, the Christian society will follow the 
path of progress and peace© 
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SCHSSPL'S -1 
(Section 12 and 58 ) 

KO? ICE OF M ARP. I AGP 


?C S 


A Minister ( or Registrar ) of 

I hereby give you notice that a carriage iG intended to he 
had within three calender months from the date hereof, between ns and 
the other party herein named and desirable ( that is to cay ) : 


liane Father 1 c condition Ranh Age Dwell- Length Church, Dist.t. in 

Mao© or ing . of Chapel or which the 

profo Place Resi- or place 

-ssion dence of worship resides, 

in which when the 

marriage parties 

is to be dwell in 

solemnised* different 
district* 
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other party £ 
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1 
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Witness ay hand, this_ 


day of 


One thousand nine hundred and sixty 


ft 

* 

ft 

$ 

ft 


(signed) 
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t I 

9 I 

6 * 

I s chedpl: - ix | 

I | 

«■ I 

f ctHtifigkte of iegsipt of none: l 

? j 

# •* •- - . - do hereby T 

A 9 

7 a 

| certify that on th e d ay o f notico «a s duly 1 

! f 

a entered in ray marriage notice book of the carriage intended between the * 

# f 

| parties therein naned and described, delivered under the hand of :- g 

W * 

| One of the parties ( that is to say ) $ 

I % 

# Haae Father *s condition Rani: or .Age Dsrll- Length Church, Disit* in t 

t nemo profe- ing of Chapel or which the £ 

a ssion place Hesi- or place other party^. 

§ dence. of worship resides, 9 

$ in which when the #« 

| carriage parties $ 

| is to be dwell in | 

a solemnised different * 

§ district* 9 

# 1 

| 1 2 S 4667 8 9 | 

7 „ , 7 

| «■ 

} ¥ 

g> 9 

? ¥ 

S> « 

? ¥ 

& * 

l ¥ 

& 9 

f -Q 

* § 

| And that the declaration, or ( oath ) required by section f 

? ft 

\ a 

17 or 41 of the Indian Christian Karri age Act, 1872, has been duly made | 

. § 

J by the sai d * $ 

f 9 

\ 9 

r 8> 

>, Dato of Rotioe entered ) The issue of this certificate has not a 

) \ $ 

l Date of certificate given ) been prohibited by any person authorised $ 

r ) f 

\ ) to forbid the issue thereof* 9 

> | 

[ Witness my hand, thi s d ay of 1 9 * » 

r 7 

> ¥ 

> (signed) 9 


M 


(si^aed) 
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SCHliDULS IV 


(Section 32 or 64 ) 

ftfelrgfigtS IffBISriSSD BOCK ( RT£, CEnTITIG:^: 


No* When married , Ease o.C parties Age Condition Rank Re si- Father ’ t 

Day Month Year Neao Sur-naac or donee nano 

profc- at the and 

ssion tine of surname* 

carriage 


4 5 


f Married in th e 

t 

^ Race of Priest 

I 

f Minister of the 
# 

f The Marriage oas solemnised between us 


£ In the presence of us 


Signature of Boy_ 
Signature of girl, 
Witness > 


Witness 
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9 

f 

9 

f 

9 

t 

# 

$ 

« 

t 

w 

• 

9 

$ 

♦ 

$ 

t 

9 


SCHEDPLM 


Petition - By husband fcr a dissolution of marriage with dsr.agcs 
against co-respondent by reason of adultery* 

SFTlTICr* 1 ft c/ 

J.V. 1 , Xw» iv ,r 


In the High Court of 
to the Hon’ bio l*ir. Justice 


Or to the Judre of 

— * m 

d ay o f 


tno 


10 


day of vne thousand 


9 


* 


The petition of A.B*, of 

1. That your petitioner was on the 

Kine Hundred an d , law fully married to C.B., than C.D. 

Spinister, at (a) e 

2. That from his said marriage, your petitioner lived and co- 

habitated with his wife at a nd at i n 

and lastly at . i n 


§ 

9 

9 

? 

* 

f 

<8 

♦ 

9 

f 

<fc 

t 

9 

f 

# 

f 

«■ 

t 

# 

f 

<6 

? 

9 


f 

«■ 


¥ 

and tiiat your petitioner # 


9 

t 

* 

# 

t 

« 


and his said wife have had issue of their said marriage, (Jive) children, 
of who m sons only survive, aged respectively and 


years* 


o* 


That during the (three) years immediately preceding the day 


of 


one thousand nine hundred arid 


Vrviw 


<8 


9 

t 

«• 


| constantly, with few exceptions, residing in the house of your petitioner | 


9 


I 

» 

* 

? 

& 

«• 

t 

# 

t 

♦ 

* 


at aforesaid, and that on diverse occasions during the said period, the 
dates of which are un-known to your petitioners, the said C«B* in your 
petitioners said house committed adultery with the said X.Y. 

4* That no collosion or connivance exists between me and my caid 
wife for the purpose of obtaining a desolution of cur said marTiage or for 
any other purpose* 

Your petitioners therefore, prays that his (Kcn'ble) Court 
will decree a desolation of the said marriage and that the said X 0 Y* do 


9 

♦ 

9 

9 

a 

♦ 

* 

9 

$ 

9 

9 

9 
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pay the con© of Rs. 5COO/«* as dsnages 'ey rasions of his having c emitted 
cdulteiy with year petitioners said 'wife, such damages to he paid to 
your petitioners or other vise paid or applied as to this ( Hon'ble ) 


Court seems fit. 


(Signed) A.B.(b) 


PGKft OF VAjHgXOflglCa 

I A.B* The Petitioner named in the above petition, do 
declare that what is stated therein is true to the host of cy infomation 
and belief. 
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O-tJt! SK<&, 


0 

I Ho. 2 

W 

t 

0 

f 

# 


!ZSSPC gg S?T«s STAT^-oFT ih T .^S'-oR ?- T o. 1 

ir^jwuip ii •»■■■ 

In tho Court cC tho 


Ci 


♦ 

t 

0 

t 

0 


0 

t 

0 

f 

0 

♦ 

* 

f 

0 


Between A.B. Petitioner 

G.B. Respondent 2 -nd 
a*i* Go-B.ecpondont 

G.B., the respondent by D.13*, her attorney ( or Vakil ) ir. 
answer to the petition of A .3, says that she denies that cho has no 
diverse or any occasion eoixaitted adultery with Z.Y • as alleged in tho 
iilviTj parsgrapa of the said psuitiuii • 

Inhere for the respondent prays that is Hor'&Lc Court will 
reject the said petition* 

(Signed C.B.) 


$ Ho*S 

I 

♦ 

0 

t 

» 

* 

i 


0 0>555l ? a53;d!?»e SXAT&TfflT K AVIgvU£l Ho A i 


In the High Coart of 
Th e d &v of 


Between A*B* Petitioner 

G*B* Hesponder.t and 
A.«f* Co* , 3espondeiio • 

U*Y* the Go -respo n&ont 9 in answer two tho petition filed 
in this cause* (said that he denies that he aonnitted adultery with the said 
G*B. as alleged in the said petition* 

. VJherefore* the said l.Y* prays that- this (Hon* able) C-ourt will 
reject the prayer of our said petitioner and order hie to pay the costs 
of and incident to the said petition* 

(signed) &.Y. 


f 

0 

t 

0 

f 

« 

* 

f 

4 ? 


f 

a 

«- 

t 

0 

? 

4? 

t 

0 

t 

* 

* 

4 ? 

♦ 

t 

0 

¥ 

44 

¥ 

¥ 

0 

♦ 

4 ? 

♦ 

0 

♦ 

0 

¥ 

0 

0 


0 

« 

4 

0 

* 

0 

0 

0 

¥ 

0 
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SCHEDULE 

SoHOo Date 1960 

Naae Sex - Hale/Female, 

Age Caste Occupation 

Education : Primari/Secondary/Hie^ier 

Family: Joint/fouclear Iferried/Unnarri od • 

1« Is marriage necessary in your views? Yes/fto. 

2, How many menbers of your family are married ? 


Married 
Male Female 


Unmarried 
Male Female 


total 


Total 


5. How many members of your family are educated ? 

Educated Hon-educated 1 Total 

Male Female Male Female 


Total 

4> According to your views what should be the nature of the marriage ? 

(a) A sacrament, 

(b) A social duty 

(c) A Contract© 

5© VJhat type of marriage is prevalent in your society? 

(a) Monogamy 

(b) Polygamy 

6© Uhat are the objects of marriage in your society ? 

(a) To escape from fornication 

(b) To establish family* 

(c) To satisfy sexual instincts. 




e 



(d) To procreate. 

(e) To seek a life-long partner. 

(f) Any other object. 

7. How the life partner is selected? 

(a) By parents. 

(b) By the partners t liems elves. 

6. Bo the parents seek opinion of the boys and girls at the tine of 
selecting their marriage partners ? 

Tes/l'Jo. 

9o 'was your consent obtained by your parents at the tine of your marriage, 
(if you are married )? 

Yes/foo. 

10. Vlfcat is your opinion about the method of selection of life partner? 

(a) selection should be by parents. 

(b) Selection should be by the partners t lien selves. 

(c) Selection by. other relatives. 

11. What eleaents are kept in view while selecting the life partner? 

(a) Family status. 

(b) Socieal status. 

(c) Financial condition. 

• (d) Age. 

(e) Health and physical beauty. 

(f) Education . 

(g) Proficiency in house-hold affairs. 

(k) Any other. 

12. Are blood-relations allowed to many with each other ? 

Yes/fro. 

12. Is Christian society divied among various sub-castes ? 

Yes/tfOo 
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14© Bo you invito nsnbers of all castes to attend your marriage and 
other festivals? 

Yes/i'Io« 

15 » Uhat factor is responsible for inviting people to attend the 
marriage ? 

(a) Due to courtesy and ettiquato® 

(b) Due to friendship. 

(c) Due to their being high officials. 

(*) Due to relationship. 

(e) To have witnesses. 

(£) Due to any selfish interest© 

(g) Any other factor© 

1G© Are you in favour of eliminating caste-systen in Christian society? 

Yes/rto© 

17. Vlould you marry your children with members of castes other than yours? 

Yes/ilo© 

18© According to your views* what should be the minimum standard of 
education of mairriageable hoys and girls and why ? 

Bducation Boys Girl3 

Friwary 

Secondly 

Higher. 

19® In your family, *,dio is more educated ? 

Hu stand Arif e © 

SO© In your views, is it necessary that husband should be more educated 
than his wife? 

les/Ho® 

81. If the husband or wife is more educated, any situation out of the 
follov?ing cropped up in your family? 

(a) inferiority complex. (c) Constant struggle© 

(b) Unhappiness® (d) Any other situation© 
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22. If you are married, v;hat was the age at the tine of marriage? 

(a) Husband *s age. 

(b) >iife*s age. 

25 • Vlhat should be the minimum age of marriageable boys and girls? 

(a) Boys .. . . years. 

(b) Girls r ears. 

24. What are the chief marital rites in your society? 

(a) Bngagenent ceremony. 

(b) Actual marriage ceremony. 

(c) Departure of the bride (Bide) 

(d) Any other. 

25. What customs are performed at the following places? 

(a) In the Church. 

(b) In the heme* 

(c) In any other place. 

26. Is engagement ceremony performed in the presence of both the boy and 
the girl? 

les/fto. 

27* Are the engaged boy and the girl allowed the freedom of meeting 
each other? 

Yes/Ho. 

28. What conditions are required to be fulfilled before marriage? 

(a) 

(b) 

<c) 

(d) 

29. What ceremonies were performed at the time of your marriage? 


(a) 

<b) 

(c) 




SO* Did you get dowry in your marriage? if yes, how much ? 

■Yes/$Oo 

SI* If any girl does not bring dowry in the marriage, is she looked upon 
with contempt by her in-laws? 

32* How do you celebrate the marriage? 

(a) By giving dinner/lunch parties* 

(b) By making demonstration of fire-works. 

(c) Any other celebration* 

55* How much expenditure is incurred on the following occasions ? 

S* T iOe> Ceremony From wife * s side From llusband*c side 

i. Engagement. 

2* Marriage. 

3* Dowry* 

4o Parties o 
5* Presents & gifts. 

6* Other* 


54o Any bride price is paid in your society? 

35. Is registration of marriage necessary? Yes/fro. 

35. From what point of view, the registration of marriage is considered 
necessary ? 

(a) To establish evidence of marriage. 

(b) To secure a certificate of marriage for using in future, 
when necessary. 

37. Are you in favour of allowing your children to many by any of the 
following forms ? 

(a) Inter religion. 

(b) Inter-casts* 


(c) Lover marriage© 
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(d) lav?£ul marriage. 

58* Do. you escpsct your children to seel: your advice w hil e the issue 
regarding section of mating partner is considered? 

. Yes/ftoo 

59# Are you successful in it ? Yes/fao® 

40* If any of the partners is dead, the surviving partner is allowed to 
remarry or not? 

Yes/tTo. 

41* under what circumstances, remarriage is allowed ? 

(a) when the wife is non-earning member® 

(b) To seek parental love for the children® 

(c) Any other reason® 

48. Is there any of these incidents in your family happened ? 

(a) Separation® 

(b) Desertion® 

(c) Divorce® 

(d) Any other® 

45® llhat are those factors which were responsible for these ? 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

44® For bringing these incidents in family, what factors, do you thinl:, 
are responsible? 

(a) co-education® 

(b) High standard of education® 

(c) Impact of western culture and Civilisation® 

(d) Women becoming self-dependent® 

(e) Impact of social preachers® 

(f) Any other factor® 
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45* Are girls allowed to inherit property of their fathers? 

ies/lTQ 0 

(a) Before marriage c 

(b) After marriage* 

46b Did such division of property took place in your family ? 

Yes/tfOo 

47 o Do you believe in 

(g) divorce for any reason at all? If so, for what reasons ? 

(b) the remarriage of divorced persons ? 

48b Do the Church allow this? Do you think that the Church is right 
in refusing to remarry divorced persons? Give your reasons for 
and against* 

49o that is the attitude iof the Christians on mixed-marriages? 

Are tlisy favoured? Give your reasons for and against them? 

* 

5Q« Is there any impact of other Indian socioites - Hindu, Muslin 
etc,, in bringing change in the following s» 

(a) In selection of life-partner o 

(b) Marital, customs and ceroaonies* 

(c) Others • 

51* Is there any impact on Indian Christians due to laws concerning 
divorce and marriage? 


Yes/flo 





